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Abstract

It has been many centuries since Christianity was
introduced to Asia. However, the theological teachings and
doctrines brought to Asia by western missionaries are still in
conflict with the indigenous cultures. Asian theologians,
including Choan-Seng Song, agreeably blame the
embarrassment difficulties and on western missionaries’
self-centered ideologies. In order to resolve the prolonged

problems, Song encourages Asian Christians to do theology

(faith thinking) with Asian stories rather than western

resources, with the hope that Christianity no longer regarded
as a foreign and exclusive religion in Asia. Song names this
sort of effort “story theology”. By his story theology Song not
only paves a way for Asian Christians to accommodate
themselves to local societies and cultures, but also reminds

them to be more aware of the suffering people around them.
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The purpose of the essay is to investigate Song’s story
theology and to point out its weakness. Firstly, the essay
expounds the background and formation of the story theology.
Secondly, it illustrates how Asian stories can be interpreted
theologically by using Song’s exposition of the Chinese
folktale “The Tears of Lady Meng” as an example. Lastly, the
essay maintains that within Song’s story theology there is a
hermeneutical ambiguity and a strong tendency to ethical

relativism that should not be neglected by its advocates.

Keywords: Story Theology; Interpretation; Asian Theology;
Intertextuality; Christian Ethics
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