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Abstract

It is an obvious fact that the Bible is related intrinsically
to the Western political thought and life. For ancient Jewish
people and early Christianity, the Bible, as the “Word of God”,
represents the supreme authority. In the later history of about
one thousand years, the dogmas of the Bible were still
regarded as the absolute truth concerning political thought and
life. But since the 16th century, the status of the Bible has
changed gradually. According to most early modern political
philosophers, the Bible is no more absolute truth than the
source of superstitions and errors. Naturally, biblical criticism
becomes the starting point of their philosophical
enlightenment and political thinking. As one of the early
modern political philosophers, Baruch Spinoza, just like his
precursors such as Niccoldo Machiavelli and Thomas Hobbes,

devoted his biblical criticism mainly to resolving the so-called
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“theological-political problem”. At that time, there were
ceaseless conflicts between secular state, Catholic Church and
different confessions of Protestantism in Europe. Each of them
not only invoked the Bible to justify its actions, but also
claimed itself as the only representative of the will of God.
According to Spinoza, the only solution is to clarify the true
history and exact meaning of the Bible, and then, on the basis
of the clarification, to draw a clear line between philosophy

and the Bible (or reason and faith).

Keywords: Reason; Faith; Natural Right
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