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Abstract Late Ming China Jesuit missionary Giulio Aleni ( 3_4%
8, 1582 - 1649) published three books of dialogues that contain a
large number of passages recording discussions on Christ and China.
These themes are of great interest for those who want to investigate,
from a theological and cultural point of view, the debate that preaching
Christ provoked among Chinese intellectuals and the gentry. Aleni
answered questions such as: Why was Christ not born in China? Why
did Christianity arrive in China so late? Why the Incarnation was not
recorded in the Chinese Classics? Is the doctrine of Incarnation
unworthy of the dignity of the Lord of Heaven?

Aleni’ s answers reveal his dialogical approach and strategies in
adapting complex Christian doctrines into a cultural and religious
context radically different from that of Europe. Aleni’ s answers are
based on moral, spiritual and theological arguments. He argued that
one should accept the truth for itself, no matter where it comes from or
when it arrived. Christianity is a mystery that the human mind cannot
grasp by reasoning alone: one has to possess the virtue of faith.
“Mystery” (8 %) and “faith” (4% ) are crucial terms/concepts
adopted by Aleni to provide the most radical answer to the objections of
the interlocutors, and at the same time engaging with their cultural
milien. Aleni seems to anticipate the understanding of Christian
concepts such as “mystery” and “faith” elaborated by the Council
Vatican II (1962 - 1965) and by the contemporary theology of

mission.

Keywords  Jesuits-Mission-China; Giulio Aleni; accommodation-

inculturation ; interreligious dialogue; theology of mission.
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EESHREERRZBENRTE, HRBHNEEZREIIEAN
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2B A SR 2, WA B B A TR AR A
BoRAG REEHEBMSREEPREB SN E” ZHBMR,
BET AT AR L BB Z TR L

HE—-ROE, FEGHRE E WER, HFrAM, “E” R
BB EZZHANWEEMSZ —, JOHAERIEHERNRE,

“IE” R R — VI YA A B A R AR IE I S E (virtue ) o AR,
RSN oR IR AT 8 5 M E Qe 4 BB AH BB BB BB, MR R
FRAB E-EBEIMESHR B E-EEHERRNEANBSZ
MFAEBE, BAMBEREREARBRERNIEAELE—F
RePp ST G T B A BRS04 A 18 B, Lo 2 3 HH — 1R 5 1Y
B E (BT S e BER” ) AR RS - BB H
%ﬁ‘@(ﬁﬁ#%ﬂ@*ﬁW“Jﬁiﬁmﬁ:”) L e RS PN N

2 , 7 W3 PR AIEL S R) J T DA AT R B AR AR TE . S B IS AR BT B
E”Fﬁnﬁf%@%ﬁ?gﬁfﬁ%o

ERFHES D, B —EHEHEMREHER, EBF", A
EEEBEZRXREMBRER, KM, 7 IFEAT R R E
LB R THBREEFINBENZE, FTHAREEEA
“FBREAGEREBCERSE LFH(XRE). BTHINRFH,
16 X EHRA MG HARERY L EZHFR IV A S
R& (doctrinal propositions) , 3LAFEE BT W R 38 B “ 15~ BU 2 ME ¢ b
EZEBSREYAR MESHE TR RO AL EA R
Y fEl N\ BB, ( personal disposition) ,,

TEBIRSE “157 4 , MR bl 17— %%’%‘ﬁfﬁ@ﬁﬁnﬁ
ZFHLBARR, SEAME R, BARANGENARNZ
18 40— BURE B 0 T T, % 2 B LB 7 OB 2 N AL R) #Y B 18 B B T
BRE &, WEFNBENER, BRAXEBMNEEHAXE
BENERILFANTIES, FREXEHEESF EHUR
(spiritual world) ] B8 €& /A Jir 43 b, 5 7 38 78 3 35 07 16 A R & —
g8
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ERBEPH &S HMGE - 28R, LERNEERE
fio LIl EE, MREMBECEANEE, EWAERE KT
—EAEBHGE. SABIINE, LEBREERBHEREA
RBIEE, ERIIEN AR, O3 F R BE R R B Sk, (H 48
EHENHTRKEME FEEHBENEN, EMZHBRAA
Rl e b B AR B R R AN B 48 B AR Ak B B ML IR B R . R B AR AR
AERFEARNZHEE, L FHALEBER T ABEREE
BE B F RN E TR AR, SR R R R Q RIS BRI R
R AT BRI RIR  BRME B R U R A, ERE R
HMRE—HEEBHZHABRENT RSN, ERUMHELD
REBEPRDEKIE—F IR, B AU B T 8E, ALK T
B EMmPEKENER HEMRE,

BRI 2R ] & B R LB A i J7 A B R R 5
WEHBEMRRAC M EFEE IR THZ . WEr ik,
BRMEBREE LM B, BB E L (salvation-
history ) # £ 5 F5-UK 8 9% %38 2% 7% (universal Revelation) B &, %
AR, AR EREAET RO EE R, M EEER & BE R
(K 3 H 38 B (self-communication) , BEARBIEST BEAESL, A
KRR B R IE RIERR A SR . BT Bl B g LU 7 O A
REMRBBRTER, ME, B@BFERA, BEEEEKECH
# EE s — WAL R UAREE NPT RA R
EWER, U, XREEERANBERES MK, E@E T Irf X
WHRRE, UEHEMEBERE P, R, RRARMEX EMRRE
REEN, REBRERAERETEEZRBEATHYNESL A
BERME , R, R R FE RN ] AR EBUE ) e X E— R

® (OBHP),E5%,F2-4H, AMEEI.FTAWREEERE AL,
AR ERECEHM. :

@ (GREE)E 6 T 20 & ,55 7 355 20 7,58 11 E55 11 #i,

® John Paul II, Redemptoris Hominis ( The Redeemer of Human Beings) , n. 37.
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BEAPREREER, REE—-ATREEEERES A R,
B BEWEYRTH. ERRE A RSS2 R
P B FIEE MY (sacramental) : FRABEOR LR E T A BT, I
EIRR MR T RMC BB Z BT LR MR R B, 1 i R K
AEEERZEAER TR, REKN B RE @A 885 2 B AR
# (mediator, F{R ) , 1€ T {57 3 A & SR A AR B AL R Al — o HEAR
A 7 G078 5E B 0 R R BE L TE 2 R R B R N JBRR S0 v R RB BT
B -, B3R TER ERR MLIAT ., BERHEHE
MESZBEAEUMEAESWEZ FRELERA—EFEA
KA, HRAR B O BB T R At R R B 43 IR A A0 ) i 3 R VG 52
(Messiah) B B8, MM E R A E=Z, W B2k B A E A
(Nazareth) —ffl i R T E BRI R M SE T R T AL AR e 2 , AR 20 %
ZEE BSR4 332 B R A R IR X L L R R ST A
RERSR Bt =, BREERIECAETEMEER S H
M B SCHA SR, e 32 BB R 0 L BLOR T AR R O R R T BB
+oEEN, GREXHERRPZ—, H—0H, ZEEHNE
SE JE S0 5 7 b SR HE % 5 B0 R S Y 2B B M B P A o A B, LA
%,

TEERNERTRT A LIHHEFEEE KRENR A X
FRIH R EXAMBE FERBUERBA TR EE HEZ T —
BHFMEERS, B R B A0 28 7 iR #F 2 3C 40 R it A
T EE R, AR 2 L B B A AR A D iR R P BOE — #T5
o

RERAMERESANEEZEMHREHLE, AREE
BSMEILE, BRI ENE R BRE—-EREFZARE
FE B9 A8 A T B DR, o B AR S BB 1 5D o

O AEFHEEAH 1963 FAEXEFRME - RALFRE _MEHRAREX LRFER
3L,RBR—EBRRTRERBUEENBRET.”
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