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Donald Brown

Nanjing University of Science Information and Technology in collaboration with the

Rock Ethics Institute at Penn State University organized the first conference on

climate change ethics in China that was held on October 29 and 30 in Nanjing. This

conference examined the ethical dimensions of climate change as well as other

economic, legal, and policy issues entailed by climate change policy-making. Papers

presented included nine papers on climate change ethics, eight papers on climate

change policy and law, and eight papers on social and economic issues entailed by

climate change.

This conference was particularly notable because both Chinese and non-Chinese

participants appeared to agree that climate change must be understood to be

essentially an ethical matter that can only be solved through reliance on some

common global values. To this writer’s knowledge, this was the first conference in

China that expressly explored the ethical views of Chinese and Western ethicists

about climate change.

The papers presented at the conference included the following:

A. Climate Change Ethics And Philosophy

1. The Practical Significance of Understanding Climate Change As An Ethical

Problem (Donald A. Brown, Penn State University)

2. The Border Between Climate Change And Libertarianism (Jun Chen, Hubei

University)

3. Thoughts On Climate Change And The Conflict Of National Interest (Gang Guo,

Institute of Climate Change and Public Policy-Nanjing University of Information

Science and Technology)

4. Review On The Climate Change Ethics (Jun Shi, Institute of Climate Change and

Public Policy-Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology)

5. Philosophical Review On Climate Change (Fan Chen & Guozhang Liu, Nanjing

University of Information Science and Technology)

6. Analysis On The Root Of Climate Crisis Through Biological Marxism (Feng Xu,

Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology)

7. Possibilities Of Global Cooperation On Climate-the Dilemma Of Nation-State

Theory And World Theory (Fangxing Ye, Hehai University)

8. Climate Justice And Climate Ethics (Rongnan Zhang, Department of

Philosophy-East China Normal University)

9. Climate Change: Ethical Dimension On Sustainable Development (Siwei Dai,

Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology)

B. Section Two: Climate Change Policy And Law

1. Discussion, Debate, And Democratic Negotiation: The Choice Of Tools In Global
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Category: climate change ethics, climate change governence, Distributive and International
Justice, Economics and Climate Change, ethics and energy policy, General Climate Ethics, global
warming ethics, Scientific Uncertainty and Risk

Climate Change Policy Making (Xiangrong Su, Institute of Climate Change and

Public Policy-Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology)

2. Adaptation To Climate Change Impacts: Challenges To China’s Environmental

Law And Changing Directions (Xiangbai He, Law School-Western Sydney

University)

3. Response And Choice To The Climate Legislation And Regulation Under Multiple

Pursuits Of Benefits (Xiaodan Song & Zhangjun Pang, Institute of Climate Change

and Public Policy-Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology)

4. Research On Regulation Of Atmospheric Property Under Climate Change (Shibin

Wu, Institute of Climate Change and Public Policy-Nanjing University of Information

Science and Technology)

5. Study On The Legislation Of Human-impact Climate Change (Zhi Qiao, Institute of

Climate Change and Public Policy-Nanjing University of Information Science and

Technology)

6. The Inspiration of “Others Theory” Of Ethics On Contemporary Public Policy (Xi

Wang, China mMeteorology Bureau)

7. A Brief Analysis On The Cooperation On Climate Study Across Taiwan Straits In

The Last 60 Years (Suhua Yong & Xiangping Liu, Institute of Climate Change and

Public Policy-Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology)

8. Research On The NGOs’ Influence In Coping With Climate Change (Meili Tang,

Huijuan Shi, & Fengjiang Cheng, Institute of Climate Change and Public Policy-

Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology)

Section Three: Economic And Social Management In Climate Change

1. Climate Change And Ecocities In China: Challenges And Opportunities To

Building A Sustainable And Equitable Society (Erich W.Schienke)

2. Efficiency And Reduction In China: Carbon Tax Or Sectoral Cap And Trade?

(Rongxiang Cao, Central Bureau of Translation)

3. Energy Saving In China: Tax, Control On Total Amount In Each Department, Or

Trade? (Rongxiang Cao, Central Bureau of Translation)

4. Democratic Governance: Probe On The Democratic Mode In Coping With Climate

Change (Zhijiang Li, Institute of Climate Change and Public Policy-Nanjing

University of Information Science and Technology)

5. Change Of The “Leadership” Of Global Environmental Control: Case Study In

Canada (Laihui Xie, Central Bureau of Translation)

6. Path Selection Of China’s Ecological Regulation Construction Through Ecological

Civilization (Fen Sun & Jie Cao, Nanjing University of Information Science and

Technology)

7. Climate Change, Eco-system, And A Sustainable Developing Society (Zhangguo

Liu, Institute of Climate Change and Public Policy-Nanjing University of Information

Science and Technology)

8. Research On The Factors That Drive Low Carbonization On China’s Traditional

Manufacturing (Decai Tang & Changshun Li, Nanjing University of Information

Science and Technology)

9. Discussion On The Practical necessity And Basic Ideas On China’s Ecological

Regulation (Fen Sun & Jie Cao, Nanjing University of Information Science and

Technology)

10. Analysis Of The Influence Of REDD On Slowing Down China’s Climate Change

Process (Jichuan Sheng, Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology)

For further information about this conference, contact Donald A Brown, Penn State

University, dab57@psu.edu

By

Donald A. Brown,

Associate Professor, Environmental Ethics, Science, and Law

Penn State University

dab57@psu.edu
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On The Practical Need To Examine
Climate Change Policy Issues Through
An Ethical Lens

A video: Why Politicians May Not Rely
On Their Own Uninformed Opinion On
Climate Change Science.

Why Politicians May Not Ethically Rely
on Their Own Uninformed Opinion
About Climate Science and 10
Questions That The Press Should Ask
Politicians About Climate Science In
Light of This Responsibility.

A short video : Can The United States
Justify Its Unwillingness to Reduce Its
GHG Emissions on the Basis of US
Economic Interest Alone?

The Climate Change Disinformation
Campaign: What Kind Of Crime Against
Humanity, Tort, Human Rights Violation,
Malfeasance, Transgression, Villainy, Or
Wrongdoing Is It? Part Two: Is The
Disinformation Campaign a Human
Rights Violation Or A Special Kind of
Malfeasance, Transgression, Villainy, Or
Wrongdoing ?

Donald A. Brown on On The Practical
Need To Examine Climate Change
Policy Issues Through An Ethical Lens

The Antediluvian › News & Comments
3/11/13 on On The Practical Need To
Examine Climate Change Policy Issues
Through An Ethical Lens

cathy strickler on The Climate Change
Disinformation Campaign: What Kind Of
Crime Against Humanity, Tort, Human
Rights Violation, Malfeasance,
Transgression, Villainy, Or Wrongdoing
Is It? Part One: Is The Disinformation
Campaign a Crime Against Humanity or
A Civil Tort?

Dan on A video: Why Politicians May
Not Rely On Their Own Uninformed
Opinion On Climate Change Science.

Donald A. Brown on A video: Why
Politicians May Not Rely On Their Own
Uninformed Opinion On Climate
Change Science.
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