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The Enigmatic Digression of Genesis Chapter 38:
An Interpretation Based on Mikhail Bakhtin’s
Polyphony Theory

T Iz
Yi WANG

Abstract: In the Old Testament, Chapter 38 of the Book of
Genesis tells the story of how Judah had twins by Tamar, his
daughter-in-law. This account does not seem to be related at all to
Joseph’s story told in Chapters 37, 39-50, as if the author of
Genesis committed the mistake of digression. However, from the
perspective of Mikhail Bakhtin’s polyphony theory, we discover a
structural relationship of parallelism and polyphony between
Chapter 38 and Chapters 37, and 39-50. They are compound events
under one unified theme. |

Keywords: Judah’s story, Joseph’s story, relationship of
parallelism and polyphony '

FEHCULET] (38 23 2010 F£35)



—. BEFL: HERIAKNFE

RAHMGRR (CRE QAR FEBEN, XER
CHIRREY (FIARRY. (REGEY. (FHait) SBRE<ENL
4> (Pentateuch). :ZE 37, 39-50 ZEFC#&H T LLEIIKIE+—
THSWHE, $RT LHEBRNEL FHRE. HUUETIK
W S, AEATAHEE (AIHEED) 37-50 EERREE B A RELE—
5 BEEBGSEASNHFHHI 38 E8E -k i)
o5 DY K BE S AR At BB A R A A iR BTG A R ? B
HAFENHRFZERETE 38 EL (B EEMER, BEE
e 2

HREREEEELEEEMET RARK AR, Jon H.
Sailhamer 38 Fy: “VEE R T — (AR A H H B (38 &, %)
EA M, TR EN X (themes) HEAREEIEH. 7 (Hr
EBREELKY (The New American Bible) WI#RE FoRILERFEA
“RETRPLNERIBEHFA, FARMER KN ERZEM
2. »®The New International Study Bible W& H BT TER
B AR RERIE BEERER (39 3) MR
—RFETHZEE LHER, FmEEmB—RUETIA
HIEBMEEME B "°AXBRE—FRE, WIEERT —
EEE B R E (38 %, E&FHE) BR. EHERENE
BEREEEEEA, MEEE PR 38 HH 39-41 F 52 §iH)
NAEFAT. & H 37 EMET 38 E., 39-41 52 fila = 41

@ John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative (Michigan, Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992), 209.

@ Stephen J. Hartdegen, The New American Bible (New York: Catholic
Book Publishing Co., 1992), 44. :

® Kenneth Barker, The New International Study Bible (Grand Rapids:
1985), 63-64.




=53 HENE B E—0— SRR BRI RAE N SRH
REAEE, DARKEE. AR EERR EHRT. B
M RRUEFIIAMKEE. EANDRIIEE L, R RS
AEMIER, HERRREREE. £2HERL, Z&5%R
BB R R — T I —— U B SRR B R £, R
DA— N B2 RO R P 1R % R B B B AR I SR o ©

— FATAEHR A

EMENERNREREREERLNE BB LT AM
RSN TREN, HAS RS EMENAFRESHREEE
P REMMA TSN ERERTME ENHR, SEER
B — L, TEMMAR SRS, PR E R (A
. HERD) BAMIEIR 38 MR RHIHEM 37 E 39-41 T 52 AT
S S TATAE RS, DU S (RIHED) IEATER.
AZARI KL E. - -

7 (AIHED) B—BRAIRES, LHEAETHRE
WIERIEE B CHORRIEN, T RBEMNESEBE L, o
BB, YEMOMR. EARES, WWHE, BEE
Hh, BN EM M, SR, il L& RTEINEY. 70
BT R, EATANRBIGE M R RN A4 T Al
) EEBOELETANREMITE RS — K4, L

@ Bernard M. W. Knox, The Norton Anthology of World Masterpieces
(New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1979), 4.

@ E#fs: (EHEE), ®RAHSE big DEERHRAE 1998,
E6H. |
@ (BRI 1% 27, 28 fl.

R HCALET] (58 23 5 2010 FFF)



—. EREL: MRS

BIANB— X ANBR LM LR OERRER. SR
B DUECZEDURRITES (LLEF)D), BERIETHNE: BE
AT, MARENT, WERS+—F. EHATE.
KFEfh, WERMASAUATHTR. EOHTREERTEN.

37 BRGBWENSIT. AERRE (UEF) NEER
AR ER AN RT, FEZARLOSNEE, B3
REFER. PENSHETWERS, HELLEESQRE
FTHEMb. —K, WU QE M LEE TR ERN
R, BEHMERREERA. BEFREDNEE, BRERY
EEIEMRET DI . R PR 2 32 10 T A 1 5 B R A K
RS ANERELNE IOME AT E B2 BRI 528,
RATKIE W R TR T i " BARUEBBIBRRK,
EBESELONE, BHRERRES. °

CFERMEITFR, BMEBEINERM R - ARIEIELEK
PGS, WEZREE, MAHRBAZE, BEEiM. =
NER—BNENERERGE . OBREM, 5, HERS
HEWHEEE. BRBARA, BEEELNER =54
MEEERE. FERSAENLE, MAEIEE L EYE R
FAMIEH. ERRHKERT, 9S4 BUERREEE. B,
EMENEE L, T AMALEEM,

38 EEME—ERARGR M R WM E T, B (AIHED) 38
EUBMERENNEZRMEE, KR Sagee. H5e
B L CRRMCREE . KFE —EAR AT, FEn

O <(ER-AMHIETY 37 F 27 §.
@ (EX-AHHEE) 37 % 36 .




f—E., 7EEEEL, ZFRATH-FH 3941 F 52 i
B, #RPAHREMBEERBHRE. E—FHOER
CFMEEAEPATEG. R ETHENMERREMANEE
t, TiERBAEES F. BARIE (at the same time®/at that
time®/about that time®) &% R LT 5L 37 ER B RAAZMN
HEFE R FITRZR.

WAREHRELBI A PRERER, B UM TR
£, B=T. KERHEHEHDEZ, KEUETIAEG, MAE—
REREREEE, BHATEEE. HIT R R4
STRTIESBEHCHME, FEBEEERFNEAS. 5
foE e R . R S SRR B RS, D
B4, LSBT RAEMIEE, St EsRsEx, %
DSOS TR A58 P R v B i R S L A A R A &2 7

W [ B 1 S AT B4R 91, The New International Study Bible
MEERRLEEAENASHE - FRREMEER, BT k#
WEEE BRI E R, ©39-41 3 52 WM N A MBI T
— 2k, - .
30 EXEMRYTRIERBREBRZZEFRER—FH. KNE
G BRI EANMEEEENFER, Ml EwIEE. ¥
FEARRZ MBS, EMKHRAOAR S EERESE MR E.
38 ERAMHEE 39 BB ERMET HE FLEN
A ERREFEEYH, RUASEEE FEFEMNE

(D John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative, 209.
@ Ibid.

® Kenneth Barker, The New International Study Bible, 63.
@ Stephen J. Hartdegen, The New American Bible, 44.

® Kenneth Barker, The New International Study Bible, 63.

— FEHOCHET] 8 23 35 2010 ££55)



—. BEES: HRECHEE

go, &) ;
40, 41 MEBLEFBDHEREZRMAITTH IR A F4
B NRR T R EM I BRRE 2 AT HRETM UL E T
(2. BEMNREZRMARNREN I BRHNEER I LR
FHEMWEE. HBHEBEENTA (BEET) HREMK
AR E R S, BEEEREH LT, UEREERA L
R R THIbk 38 BB 39-41 2 52 HifFAE-FAT AN A MR,
FEMPEET, —HBLRR, WAUBEEANLAFRRBENITH
EARE hE R, T HAREER R K, P[RR E SO R A
RAMBEBARETRHER. MRFSEPREE, —HBHR
& EHKHE, #EEs—EENER,

—. HBEEHEHR

38 EIM R A B 39-41 & 52 fIMA S HELEEHE
B WA, HmAEHARGR mMHER4 ZES3HRS0E
MAZHEFZHRAR SR LHHEEEHRRAR.

B 4 AR B /N R R < BB B BN R A IR O R . ZEME R
AN, “EAAEBRDOREEBSHBILE, HH 2R
AR EBAERER. HABEBER, BRXPIBHELEN
BEME, RELHIWEE L—%, ZAUAEMABILER
WARFLATIFEUMEZ BRBABREZWREZMH.

41 3 53 B1E 47 E 12 HA R LN RS IR X

(D Kenneth Barker, The New International Study Bible, 63-64.
@ Eftg: (EHFEE), £ 8 H. :
® ME, £9H.




N B A3 B SR A3 DAAEE, T LSRR 7t R AT SR AR 3R
AR ERR L EME, BEFBEEURE. 41 F 51-57 f
BEMSMGF, BANERIMOSHTHECHETNESE
REIRR R K AR AR AR . 42 FHUAIITHRR TRR K
MERE. WF RSB AP A T A A, W ERAL M
RXFEER /DB BERN. KRFWELECHMELTEE
T e R B AR B R MR F 2, MEREFER: HX
BAREM. 42 TAEENERELENHE, HEEFER
MBI, IFERRET, RARRRE, BKHER
EARLE—TN. RAEEHAEN, MOZEKRRES S,
RFERN; Hik, RIARFEERYZNEBARE f, MR
MR R AEREF, EEBAABRILERM. QZHRR N
B (K) M EBm USSR hrmE— R

. ARF—REERT

43 ERRETEZMEM. ENRATERERLSE, D
] AR SR T BRI B I SETE T, AR AR SO FE D 26 26 B4t
PF =58, AL EBREAXKNFL, UHCKERERER
HORFE B L ARl UEFIERTMEEER. ERRIRIHE
FIBRES, BME QR E I — K H BRAE K EH
F—RRUKENFTART D, BRENZEMMHENE
e 1B, MAMREEES S BERILHHEM, NEY
BHARTE N R R R 4 53 B R AT B TR K A
M AE &Y R L RBEE A, BARHEHI R EERLET.

44 EFHREES IR, hREFERE TUANIKNE

© Effd: (BHEE), BoH.

ST (5 2348 2010 2F)



—, HEFL: ERELSHEE

T HORARAERE. BRES THIE, BEAUR R HAER
FAEEM (R MG, EERE o RASEM KK,
BENTEHEARRETHENHEE L. RSB EHEML
KBRS, WAL RERE— ABEE, WBERREREA
FT, BEETHERENRE, MEFRMMEFFM—RLX.
HETAMERZE, REREXRRRER? BHIRE R KA
BERLHS L. OB ABOMEARE TR KEENE, =
BEAEREURER AN AMEE | .

=, ABKEHANE

MAREREERE 37 BF 50 TBAERRMICE HMEE A
(k) TERBREE AT RIRR K Ea D g R RA R,
WEEE, EEBEHD, WEBEOERNEAG, BBl —A
| BEMBLT AT —RABBR R, JOREESIERRE
$, PHAERKBEENSE—MLEEEMRREK. $h A
fEBTRREERENETE. R, CHEREREERNE
feep, WAREHEFHAS: BRRRETA, RENE; &
AR A, AR BT, fh G A TE R UL o B ER
IPRT-Z 58, AT BLYESR RAETE B KM T,

(B4) MEBHESNBRENY —RELRETER
W, BE (BR) B (FY). EFERER (FBL) e
o, BB AT 5 EE N BT R, KRR, (A
H30) MM ERHEEEEEMER, SR EFHRE. BT E

@ (E&-AIHHET) 44 3 33-34 1.
® John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative, 96.




(AIHEDY 1 ZE 28 1, EWMEFELEZE 9 F=E 1 IRIER
WERA 12 2 1-3 §f; 13 = 14-17 §1; 15 3 4-5 §f; 17 %= 4-8
fiff; 22 F 16-18 #ff; 26 F 24 ffi 27 2= 27-29 §fi; 28 F 13-15 fff;
49 &= 8-10 Hfi; 49 F 22-26 fi. EWERG. “TL MR K
. BMBRGR, MRS RK, REEMFBIAGE. RIK
- BB RV BBAES AL, RREICIRE, FMFHIEM. M bR R
MWEFEIREE, O RERLE, HREBZBARL. fILIE,
R BABIMEEARE, EMNEANE, UBRTILRMES BN
Ko RERKBFMELE L, BERIRTAL, B ERRTHE.
REBRRW/REHARRBEREIRNLG, /ERKENL, 2B
VEAR TR BB T B0, RESIRIRAES E KM, iR eg4H,
BERAREE, KERE. RUEDMAMKM. 38w
BB EE=HEER: —. £%F; —. #t;, =, FH. &
| AR RSO AR R AR RS FEAR A RSO (IREE
- HF NIV), 1% (heir, seed) B AR EB . mAH
FRRTP, A LHHENRTLEUHE (ERENFERT L
%, MEBREAMERTF R, SRR R T, SRS
iR 2SS (DLEF). ©mlEs] i+ 2@ 577 P Ak
B K. BE—BiHE—TUAFERLIER T REE
Ba. TZFHAZRUERIEBRKMAE AN LEHHAE
Fe o RXF PP LB BIR, /BEREE DR LT AR, /
MR AAE, DIREELENE, MBHEIR. MRBTHT

@© (BEL-AIMETY 12 %= 2-3 #,

@ (BER-AIHHEY 17 = 4-8 .,

® John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative, 96.
@ (HELAMHEY 25F 11 8.

® (EL-AIHELY 27 F 29 §1.

B ET] (3 23 48 2010 SEH)



— W4 ﬁ’%éﬁiz‘“ Ly

B, BBRMEFRONE, AN LE, TROER; /5
iR DA MR MBI TRLE, /BRI B BRI A MTE L. O
5, AEFERIAEER B, TINKRER AR
A, ETREERERBMNEG, k=T RETHEAE, °=
FULR = FRIR R TR SR, KB TR T 075
A BTEMFFENET, OB DU 5] — e s sk bl s
B, “AEMthkETEFEEE. 38 SHANKEHRREET
BARME—RERE, ST REABEIIE mmﬂ%w&
HEERERA0, ARRBMESIRELLACES. ©
BERMmAREE, BASMOEEARYE, %u,ﬁm%ﬁﬁ%
BN B R L TR . RK OBUE R RS RBER K, /
BUREBMARNZE, RESEE GIEBTRE) K3, /ER
WUEIE OB KRB RES —2THE — RN RBIEY
P4z (Shiloh). ®“E HE“E #HMEFHNZH:; B2, B
KEFETFHNE, MERA &S TERENER.
SPEARMERR, —RIEABEQRR, B—8HH R
R, (BEQBBED L. F) fl (B8 BAEL) ZHTHA
A5 B RV 10 S B 40 TTRT 1000 ZE KA BLEA I E. OK

(EA-AITHEDY 49 3 25-26 .

(EH-AIHETY 35 % 22 #,

(BA-AIHRE) 34 F,

(BA-HItHET) 38 = 26 fi.

(BA-AIHERT) 49 & 10 #1, )
® The Amplified Bible (Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1987),

@O

65. )
@ William P. Brown, 4 History of Israel (Louisville: We_:stminster John
Knox Press, 2000), 195.




BIYEER 40 . RBHTFIEFUEER 40 £, HBEPIREE
RSB R, M KEEKR, CERFERRRMS
BRTEEER NAT=F28ETEE. “FrEMNMER
BE, BRRTHRIE. ERTHEAKRDTEN, ZFEMHE
MR ENE. BMEHEY, SEER. BE. Kk,
W Fh. BE, BFEE—g2hl. P28, REFIZTFREK
REATN . FERZEMHR, MERXEUCSHRIRE
R R, EdL¥ B EF BB . Ak, DLEBIS
MR B AR TR E . JEESHRA, FEEMHN
ARG . MRB AN ER2KENTRERTA. AJCHT 721
4, BRI R . M A MR A TR 587 ORI
REAFER, BB, HRAPEEE R, BB A6 53
5, BB B 51—t evER A BN R B HR Pl E
ERAM AR AR . O ATCRT 536 4 —E 448 IR KA B
RIR B K, B B B BR BRI (B RARIREL, Joim
TR ORI RE, RARRBYHENMEAE. ~Juar 5 i
CRRBHEBIEGREE, AT 334 Bl AT IR, #
SROEHTE A A R A, R REEE, CEELRK
BB, MARMANBRIEEEE N, O3 B AR A T BT 4

@ William P. Brown, 4 History of Israel (Louisville: Westminster John
Knox Press, 2000), 211. : :

@ (E#HFERL LY 10T 23258,

(® William P. Brown, 4 History of Israel, 273.

@ Ibid., 343.

® WMEH: (BHER), ERESE, 76 BFHRAERAH,
1994, %296 H. ‘ '

® F.L, %309 H.

@ F.E, %333 H.

FAEBCCET] (B 23 48 2010 &)



—, BEES: AL HEH

R, WARBEBWEHN—MEE, HEBBERAGIIENA
HEGE, S ELHAATTAT 2 AR RHIAR ERE KT
PER AR KSR EH.

WS LR EE, WHEEEARKDHIERT, MXR
ET . BT CREE) OB REIR K E I
FLA B HR AR A AR B IS T B R B BOR B H 4 AT, (HT
1) ME—E (BARMEE) BRES L ERER 2Kt 450l
BRME. WA BANENTHR. E52, B EGEE
REIAFAIENR, ZPEL TEHE.

fERA (Al E 2 (E - FYEE) ABRE, (A
HhEC) 38 EEEEM L ESW LHAEERE. ZREALH
KER (AIBEEEY 37, 39-50 I F N QKR ARZLAR KIS F
A%, FRRRABHER MBRAE. BRUGTIRKBEHN

HE . 38 R KM ERIEMEN, A 39-41 & 52 fIER
WG ETIT. 38 EHEZNREEERB N FITEBNE
M. BENEREAYACHEREE TER (BT BN
W ZERTEMCBEERELSEE. B’E, EEMRKINER
ZIM I . (AIHEE) 38 EWRH S, MEHFRFEP IR
i - :

22 30RR:

1.Sailhamer, John H. The Pentateuch as Narrative. Michigan,
Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992.

© The Amplified Bible, 65.



2.Hartdegen, Stephen J. The New American Bible. New York:
Catholic Book Publishing Co., 1992.

3.Barker, Kenneth. The New International Study Bible. Grand
Rapids: 1985.

4.Knox, Bernard M. W. The Norton Anthology of World
Masterpieces. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1979.

5.The Amplified Bible. Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House,
1987. '

6.Brown, William P. 4 History of Israel. Louisville:
Westminster John Knox Press, 2000. | |

7. B854 (EHEE), RAHE L ERERHRA,
1998.

BIEHIE: (BHHER), EHUESE, FH: BTHERAER
AFE], 1994,

RN Tz, BERFEZBRIFERBBR.
Email: wangyil125@yahoo.com.cn
Introduction to the author: Wang Yi, Associate Professor at

Foreign Language Department, Guangdong Pei Zheng College.

EEHCMET) (5B 23 8 2010 FF)




