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Abstract

In recent decades, Orthodox Christianity enjoyed a
remarkable renaissance. Through dialogue with other
theological traditions and engaging in the discussion
concerning some contemporary issues, Orthodox theology
exercises significant impacts on the development of Christian
theology worldwide. Upon outlining this theological
renaissance, this paper aims at arguing that although the
Chinese academia’s studies of Orthodox Christianity remain
far from adequate, the theological resources of Orthodox
Christianity have the potentials to contribute to the further
development of Sino-Christian theology in various ways.

Concerning the communication between Chn’stiénity and
traditional Chinese culture, Orthodox theology can enhance
the mutual understanding between Christian theology and the
Chinese religious traditions, including Confucianism,

Buddhism and Daoism. The Orthodox theological tradition’s
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understanding of human nature, unlike the Western theological
emphasis on original sin, offers a more affirmative and
optimistic anthropology which is relatively more compatible
with Confucianism. In contrast to the mainstream of western
theology, the Orthodox theological tradition, with its emphasis
on the cosmic dimension of salvation and its openness to the
possibility of universal salvation, offers a soteriology which is
more in line with the universal compassion as well as salvation
advocated by Mahayana Buddhism. The key role played by
mysticism and the resultant awareness of the limitation of
language in Orthodox theology are quite comparable to
Daoism.

With regard to the contemporary Chinese context, other
than its extensive experience in living with various atheistic
Communist regimes, Orthodox Christianity, with its emphasis
on the ecclesiastical and mystical dimensions of theology, can
help Sino-Theology to correct or balance its tendency of
taking Christian theology as ~an individualistic and
intellectualistic ~ enterprise. The studies of Orthodox
Christianity should be one of the most important tasks in

Sino-Christian studies in the years to come.

Keywords: Orthodox Theology; Sino-Christian Theology;

Buddism; Confucianism; Daoism
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