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English Title .
On the Modern Values of the Theories of Original Sin and Justification by Faith

HOU Jianxin

Professor and Dean, School of History and Culture, Tianjin Normal University. Xiqing District, Binshui xidao 393, 300387,
Tianjin,P. R. China. Tel:022 —2376 - 6393. Email; houjianxin5@ 163. com

Abstract; The present author explores the modern values of the theories of original sin and
Justification by faith from a historic viewpoint. First, the theory of original sin is the fundamental
reason for the separation between politics and religion. This is because the theory presupposes
realism in regard to the defects and fall of human beings. This excludes the possibility of the
occurrence of any perfect ruler or sage. Furthermore,such original sin in relation to humans will
surely lead to original sin in the secular power as well. Such a theory offers an anthropological basis
for the limitation of secular powers. But as an ideal kingdom on the earth,the church represents and
points to an approach that is the perfect and highest hope-although human beings cannot reach it in
this world. Secondly, the doctrine of Justification by faith has established a bridge to equality.
Believers will no longer be judged by their blood line and birth background. Instead, they are
accepted and loved by God,through baptism into faith toward Jesus Christ. As God’s children,they
will be issued an identity as new human beings. Secular glory and shame,success and failure will
not limit human beings any more,and believers will enter into a freedom and an honour. Through a
study on the history of Christianity in the early period and the separation between politics and
religion , the present author has shown a historical outline of how power has been limited in Western
history.

Key terms: Original Sin, justification by faith, separation between politics and religion,
equality , baptism
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