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In the preface it is written that “Allah pities all human beings in the world. He creates and sends everyone the blessings they need. He also teaches them how to use these blessings to attain happiness of this world and the next”. As mentioned in the book it is known that “Muslims are required to learn “Islamic Knowledge.” It is divided into two branches, “Religious knowledge” and “Scientific knowledge.” The scientific knowledge is called “Wisdom” (Hikmat). Our Prophet (PBUH) said, “Wisdom is the lost property of a Muslim. He should pick it up wherever he may find it.” This Hadith commands us to learn scientific knowledge. “Religious knowledge” is made up of twenty sub-branches, eight of which contain teachings of a higher level and the remaining twelve consist of teachings of a subsidiary nature. One of the teachings of a higher level deals with ethics”.

The book mentions that Civilization means building cities and serving human beings, following up telling when the scientific knowledge and arts are accompanied with beautiful morals, it is called civilization. A civilized person uses scientific knowledge and arts for serving humanity. Alternately, tyrants use them for torturing.
The book aims that the uncorrupt youngsters who will read this book will be able to understand and realize that their ancestors were healthy people with good morals. They were also industrious, civilized, and progressive people. By learning the truth about their ancestors they will not be misguided by the lies and slanders of their enemies.
The book has two chapters; in the first chapter the book deals with unacceptable poor morals rejected by Islam and their prescribed cures. It explains that poor morals are due to maladies of the spiritual heart. They cause infinite death and destruction of the heart and the soul. It explains forty of the most important vices and their remedies. All of its information is translated from the first chapter of the famous Islamic book Beriqa written by Abu Sa’id Muhammad Hudimi 1176 H, 1762 A.D.

 While the second chapter describes the meaning of ethics (Akhlaq) and its varieties, borrowing from the beginning chapters of the book Akhlaq-i-Alai written in Turkish by Ali bin Amrullah 979 H, 1572 A.D.
One of the interesting formulas made in this book, which is still in need of research, is that it mentions that Islamic scholars say: “Allah created three things in humans: wisdom (’aql), spiritual heart (qalb), and nafs (A malignant being created in the human nature)… Assimilation of the desire of doing good or evil things into the spiritual heart is called ethics or morals (Akhlaq). The book follows up explaining that the nafs is excessively fond of worldly pleasures. It does not think whether these are good or evil, useful or harmful. Its desires are not compatible with the divine law. Doing things that are forbidden by the divine law strengthens the nafs. It tries to convince the spiritual heart to commit the worst things. It deceives the spiritual heart by showing the evil and harmful things as good things. It strives to attain its pleasures by convincing the spiritual heart to satisfy its desires. It is necessary to strengthen the spiritual heart and to weaken the nafs so that the nafs will not be able to deceive the spiritual heart and that the spiritual heart will not develop an evil nature. Then it gives the solution “As wisdom is strengthened by reading and learning Islamic knowledge, likewise the heart is strengthened, or purified, by obeying the Shari’at. Formation of ikhlas in the heart can only be accomplished by the spiritual heart’s mentioning the name of Allah SWT often”.

Another interesting story is mention near the end of the second chapter I may quote it all as it reflects our contemporary situation; (it is needed to be checked historically). The story begins telling that “Ottoman armies were moving through Europe, conquering one country after another. They were at the doorsteps of Vienna. They knew that if they conquered Vienna, it would be easy to conquer the rest of Europe. The Ottomans were bringing Islamic civilization to Europe. Lights of knowledge, learning, and ethics were illuminating the countries that had been darkened by Christianity, and were spreading vitality, humanity, peace, and happiness. For centuries, Europeans had been enslaved by dictators, capitalists, and clergy and had become barbarians. With the introduction of Islamic justice, knowledge, and ethics, Europeans were being liberated and enjoying human rights. But, the dictators and especially the Christian clergy were putting their last efforts against the Ottoman armies.
Then…One night, Great Britain’s chancellor in Istanbul sent his historic letter to London. In his letter he wrote: Eureka! Eureka! I have discovered the reason for the success of the Ottoman armies. I have found the way to stop the advancement of their armies. He also wrote as follows: “Ottomans in conquered lands, without regard to nationality or religion, are testing the intelligence of the chosen children and selecting those possessing high IQs and educating them at schools [madrasas] in accordance with the Islamic ethics. They are further selecting the brightest among the students of these schools [madrasas] and educating them in the highest sciences and arts of their times at the “ANDARUN” college, which is a special school at the residence of the sultan. Military leaders are all graduates of this special school and all possess high intelligence. Those bright and successful prime-ministers, Sokullus and Koprulus have been educated in this manner. The only way to stop the advancement of the Ottoman armies and to save Christianity is to undermine and degenerate the quality of education at these special schools by working secretly behind the scenes.” After this letter the British established a new Ministry of State for the Colonial Department. The spies who were trained in this department and Christian missionaries and freemasons concentrated their efforts to suborn some personnel by lies, deceit, and promises of a prosperous life in the Ottoman State. They used their influences on higher authorities so that these mercenaries be appointed to effective and key administrative positions. Through these wretched puppets they tried to abolish and remove some of the most critical and important courses like sciences, ethics and advanced religious knowledge in these schools so that the graduates of these schools would lack the necessary knowledge to manage government administration successfully. They accomplished their purpose after the political reforms affected in 1839. As a result, the Islamic state was destroyed and the lights of happiness and peace radiated by Islam were extinguished”.
I think we are facing the same process in education but with a modern and contemporary method i.e. by distorting religious studies and drifting their main aims. (Saber)
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