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Chapter One

INTRODUCTION

1. Preface

The development of Islamic da'wah in Indonesia can
be traced to the first century of the Islamic Era (Hijri-
vah) equal to the seventh century Miladivah (A.D). Al-
though the population of Indonesia consists of various
tribes. each has its own tradition and language. However
the diversitv as such did not influence the {slamic
development. Islam remains an accepted religion. because
it has been seen as an excellent religion, much better
than their own various traditions:” Thus Islam has spread
to all regions of the Indonesian archipelago and become a
religion embraced by the overwhelming majority of the
Indonesian folk. As a result, the activities of da'wah
continue to be implemented properly, both at the individ-

ual and the societal level.

This positive development requires serious attention

especially from Muslim scholars. Indeed they have worked



hard in guiding the Muslim Ummah and in séfequardinq
Islam from various thinags that may affect the image of
Islam. In order to perform this duty,they have es-
tablished Islamic da'wah organizations whose sole purpose
is to improve the guality of the Muslim Ummah as well as

to preach Islam to the non Muslims.

In discharging this holy task, Muslim scholars have
faced heavy obstacles to the effect that some of the
proarammes they organized could not be realized. Such a
bad condition too often brings about negative effects on
the Muslim Ummah. Consequently Indonesian Muslims faced
various internal and external problems. Some are suffer-
ing from the crisis of faith ( “agidah), while others are
from economic. moral. and educational problems. The
current statistical data of religiousity in Indonesia
indicate that the number of Muslims Ummah in Indonesia is
ever decreasing. while the number of other religions
adherents (Catholic. Protestant, Hindu, and Buddhist)

keeps increasing.

This situation needs to be remedied by evaluating
the da'wah activities conducted and trying to find out
its laxities which have hampered those efforts. In
addition, Muslims Ummah in Indonesia have to improve the

quality and methodology of da'wah as well as to study its
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development in order to come up with best solutions to

the problem.

M. Natsir is undoubtedly the most outstanding
figure amona Indonesian Muslim intellectuals - who had
devoted almost the whole of his life to continuously
promote the cause and interest of the Muslims Ummah.
Therefore, a careful study of his works and long life
struaggle in da'wah activities is very important to meet

the aforementioned need.

2. Methodoloavy of Reseaarch

This study would concentrate on library research.
The main issue is M. Natsir and his role in the develop-
ment of Islamic da'wah in Indonesia. The research would
start by collectinag the data dealing with the bioaraphy
of M. Natsir, some of his activities in Islamic da'wah in
Indonesia after the independence, his methodologies of
da'wah and some issues related to the problems and obsta-
cles he faced in developing Islamic da'wah. In order to
cover these questions, the writer would use both primary

and secondary resources.

M



In order to make this study comprehensive and
accurate, the writer would also use field work, by col-
lecting opinions related to the subject from Indonesian
Muslim scholars who are involved in da'wah activities in

Indonesia.

By using both methods, the writer would try to
analvze. and to provide comments and draw appropriate

conclusions based on the available data and information.

This research would concentrate on the role of M.
Natsir in the development of Islamic da'wah in Indonesia,
through which he could be regarded as an example for
future generation of the Muslim Ummah in Indonesia. JIt is
hoped that they could formulate the appropriate steps in

developing more vigorous da'wah activities in Indonesia.

This study will be divided into five chapters. The
first chapter will introduce the general development of
islamic da'wah in Indonesia. methodology applied in this
research. and the problem anticipated by the writer in

completing this study.

The biographv of M. Natsir will cover the place and

date of his birth. his educational trip. his personality,



and his works. All these issues will be elaborated fur-

ther in chapter two.

The third chapter will focus on M. Natsir's method-
oloagy of da'wah. In discussing this issue the writer
will discuss the literal and technical meaning of da'wah.
The issue of hikmah. mawaddah fi 1- qurbi, and akhlagq
will be the main themes of this chapter, since they are
considered by M.Natsir as the proper methodology of

da'wah.

The fourth chapter will elaborate on M. Natsir's
application of da'wah methodology by mentioning his
da'wah activities through the educational field. non
political organizations. political organizations, aéd the

government machinery.

The fifth chapter deals with the challenges of
Islamic da'wah in Indonesia. To cover this issue, the
discussion will concentrate on colonialism, nativism,

christinization. and secularism.

Finally, the conclusion of the study will reiterate
the main issues of this research in brief and agive

analysis based on the contents.



The writer hopes that this study would provide some
findings in relevant field. such as :
1. The bioaraphy of M. Natsir.
2. M. Natsir's methodology of da'wah.
3. M. Natsir's contributions in the development of da'wah
in Indonesia.
4. The challenges of da'wah faced by M. Natsir.

5. M. Natsir's efforts in solving them.

I hope this research would be accepted as a humble con-
tribution to the existina Islamic literature, particular-

ly in the relevant field.

3. Problems Anticipated .

The study of M. Natsir and his role in the
development of Islamic da'wah in Indonesia may be consid-
ered as a new research. Accordinag to our humble study of
some references dealing with the issues of this topic,
very few attempts have been made. Therefore in order to
accomplish this study, there are many problems to be

faced by the writer.

The major problem is that the data and information

which relate to this topic are scattered in many books,



magazines. newspapers and unpublished manuscripts, be-

cause very few researchers write in this particular

field.

To solve this problem, the writer has tried to
collect these data and materials as much as possible,
from the office of the Dewan Da'wah Islamiyvah Indonesia.
the office of Islamic information service in the ministry

of religious of Indonesia, and others.

Another problem is that some prominent figures who
could be regarded as the close companions of M. Natsir
have passed away. Therefore, the interview was conducted
with H.M. Yunan Nasutionl, member of Directors Council
of Dewan Da'wah Islamiyah Indonesia and Husain Umar?,
secretary general of DDII. Being contemporaries and

collegues of M. Natsir in the DDII, we deem their infor-

mation as very relevant and authentic.

1. He was born on November 22nd 1913 in Medan. Sumatra. and was known as Muslim
journalist. in 1956-1961 he was appointed as a secretary general of MASYUMI. He was
amoneg the founders of DDI1. For detailed information of this figure see Badruzzaman

Busvairi. Catatan Periuvanean H. M. Yunan Nasutijon. (Jakarta: Pustaka Panjimas, first
edition, 1985).

2. He was the famous Muslim propagator in Indonesia and the former chairman of

Pelaiar Islam Indonesia (PII- Indonesian Muslim Student). He was sctive in DDI1 since
1980's. (See editor's preface of Media Dakwah, Sha'ban 1415/Februari 1995. p. 4).



4. General Development of Islamic Da'wah

in Indonesia

Da'wah in the sense of propagating Islamic teach-
ings to mankind and in the sense of promoting religious
knowledge to the Muslim Ummah is an on-going process.
Da'wah activities in Indonesia started with the advent of
Islam into this region, ! and culminated in about 6
AH/13 AD which is generally recognized as being success-
ful within a relatively short period. Without using any
form of force, Islam was embraced by the Indonesian

population almost evenly all over the country.

Indonesians have witnessed the‘establishment of many
da'wah organizations with their various methodologies and

differences. Nevertheless their roles are still

1.The latest findings of Indonesian historical experts give proof that Islam was
introduced to the population of Indonesia in the first :enznry of the Islamic era
(Bijriyah) or between the seventh and eight century of the Christian era. The part of
Indonesia which first came into contact with lslam was the coast of Sumsatera, and
after the Islamic Kingdoms had been established, the first Islamic king was in Aceh,
the western part of the Indonesian territory. The findings of the Indonesian experts
also confirm the fact that [slam came into Indonesia through Arab merchants directly
from the country where Islam was born, namely Saudi Arabia.(see. Prof. DR. HAMKA,
Sejerah Umat Islam. (Euala Lumpur: Pustaka Antara, third edition 1980), pp. 418-424),



complementary to each others'. There . are 63 da'wah

organizations, each of them having hundreds of affilia-

tions in the region.1

The da'wah organizations in their present form
started at the bedginning of the 20th century, with the
establishment of the Syarikat Dagang Islam (Islamic
Trade Society) under the leadership of Haji Saman Hudi, a
prominent Islamic figure in Indonesia in 1905. This was
followed by the Syarikat Islam (SI) in 1911 under the
leadership of the prominent Hajii Umar Said Tjokroaminoto

who later on. was succeeded:-by Haji Agus Salim.2

In 1912 another da'wah organization was founded.
This movement called the Muhammadiyah, whose prominent
leader was Haii Ahmad Dahlan3 from Yogvakarta, strived

for the reformation of da'wah by purifving Islamic

teachings in Indonesia.

Under the leadership of Hasyim Asy'ari the Nahdhatul
Ulama (NU) was established in Surabava in 1926 thereaf-

1.The office of Islamic information service, the ministry of religious affairs of the

Republic of Indonesia, The Develooment of lslam in Indonesia. (Jakarta: Departemen
Agama RI1. 1980), p. 63.

2.DR. ¥Wan Ahsad D.S, Seiarah ]slam di Indopegia. (Kuala Luspur: Al Rahmaniyvah,
first edition, 1989) p.13.

3.1bid. p.3l.



ter.lIt united all the ulamas and Muslims from various
pesantrens (religious boarding schools for Miuslims). NU
is known as an organization which consistently and em-
phatically upholds the idea of ahlussunnah wal-jama'ah or
which conspicuosly adheres to the Shafi'i's school of

thought.

The Muhammadiyyvah da'wah organization is very much
under the influence of Wahhabism® and that of Muhamad
Abduh. It united the NU. These are considered as the two

major Islamic movements in Indonesia at present.

Besides these two maior da'wah organizations. there

are also others. such as

The Dewan Dakwah Islamiyvah Indonesia (DDII), -which
was founded in 1967 under the leadership of M.Natsir,3the

former Prime Minister of Indonesia (in the 1950's) and

1.See Slamet Effendy Yusuf . Nohamad Ichwan Svam, Masdar
Farid Mas'udi. Dinamika kaum Santri Menelusuri ieink dan
pereolakan internal NU., (Jakarta: Rajawali,. first edi-

tion., 1983). pp. 18-21.

2. The doctrines propagated by Muhammad bin Abdu '1-Wahhab (1703-1787) in Saudi Ara
bia. This term has never been applied by the adherents themselves who follow mostly
the Hanbali school of law. The Wahhabist are especially against all bid’ah in reli-
gion. (See Deliar Nor. The Modernist Muslim Movement in Indonesis 1900-1942. London:
Oxford University Press. 1973. p. 86).

3.A.¥. Pratiknva. N.Murbakusuma, Pesan Periuanzan Scorant Bapak. (Kualalumpur:Dewan
Pusteka Islam. first edition. 1991). p. 122,
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vice president of the Muktamar Alam Islamy (World Muslim

Congress) and member of the Rabitah Alam Islamy (World

Muslim League).

The Misi Islam which was founded in the 1960's was
led by the chairman of the NU, DR. Idham Chalid who was
concurrently chairman of the Supreme Advisory Council.l

It is a branch of the NU.

The Ittihad al-Muballighin, which unites all the du
at and muballighs, is under the leadership of Haji Achmad

Svaichu, former chairman of the Indonesian parliament in

the 1970's.2

The Yavasan Pendidikan Tinagi Da'wah Islam (Founda-
tion of Islamic Da'wah Higher Education) founded in
1963, was headed by the retired general officers of the
Indonesian Armed Forces, among whom were Haji Sarbini,

Haii Sutiipto and others.3

Other organizations are Jami'at Khair (1905). al

Irsvad (1914). PersatuanIslam (1920) Persatuan Tarbiyyah

1.The office of Islamic Information service, op cit. p. 70.

2.Ibid.

3. Tbid.
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