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AComparativeStudyontheTwoEarliestChinesePentecostalPeriodicals:
PopularGospelTruthandPentecostalTruth

IapSianＧchin

(ChungYuanChristianUniversity,Taiwan)

Abstract:PeriodicalswereonceacrucialmediaforProtestantmissionsocietiestosharetheirmissionaryactivitiesin

foreignfieldsinconnection withoneanotheramong missionarynetworks．This wasalsotrueofthe Pentecostal

Movement,theAzusaStreetMission,andotherPentecostalmissionswhichhadpublishedvariousperiodicalsinorderto

buildanetworkamong“ApostolicFaith”participants．Pentecostalperiodicalspublishedinthemovement􀆳searliestdays

couldbeconsideredasoneofthecentralassumptionstoobservetheoriginsofglobalPentecostalism．Someoftheearliest

PentecostalsinChina—bothmissionariesandlocalsalsopublishedPentecostalperiodicalsinChineselanguagestopromote

thePentecostalmessage．ThePopularGospelTruth andThePentecostalTruth,twoearliestChinesePentecostal

periodicalswhichshapedthetwodistinctivestreamsofPentecostalism/PentecostalＧStylebeliefinChina—theTrueJesus

ChurchandtheHongKongPentecostalMission,respectively．Infact,theeditorsofbothperiodicalswereconnectedwith

missionariessentbytheAzusaStreetMissionwhohaddirectrootsintheAzusaStreetRevival．However,thesetwo

periodicalsreflectedtwodifferentaspectsof North American Pentecostalism—Holiness Pentecostalsand Oneness

Pentecostals．Thisessay willcomparethetwocoretheologicalissuesofPentecostalism—sanctificationandSpiritＧ

baptism—asdiscussedinthesetwoperiodicals．
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PublicationswereonceacrucialmediaforProtestantmissionsocietiestosharetheirmissionary
activitiesinforeignfields．This wasalsotrueofthePentecostal Movement,the AzusaStreet
Mission,andotherPentecostalmissionswhichhadpublishedvariousperiodicalsinordertobuilda
networkamong “ApostolicFaith”participants．AsAllanAndersonnoted,Pentecostalperiodicals
publishedinthemovement􀆳searliestdayscouldbeconsideredasoneofthecentralassumptionsto
observetheoriginsofglobalPentecostalism．Thosepaperswerenotonlysignificantinspreading
Pentecostalbeliefinternationally,butalsowerethefoundationofthemetaＧculturethatarosein
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globalPentecostalisminitsearliestforms〔１〕．Ontheotherhand,beforetheestablishmentofthe
AssembliesofGod,someindependentPentecostalsbasedintheNorthandthe Westintendedto
maintaintherapportbetweenthese ministersandchurchesthroughtheissuanceofperiodicals
becauseoftheirtendencytobeantiＧdenominational〔２〕．Aswecansee,periodicalsweresignificantin
spreadingPentecostalism,especiallyintheearliestdaysofthismovement．

Asisalreadyknown,ClassicalPentecostalscouldbeclassifiedintovarioussubtypeswiththe
differencesamongthemfundamentallyrelatingtodoctrine．Hence,PentecostalmissionariestoChina
preachedinthenameofdifferenttypesofPentecostalism．Somewere“finishedwork”advocators,

whileotherswereHolinessorOnenessPentecostals．However,thedoctrinaldiversityofPentecostals
inChinahasbeenentirelyneglectedbyhistoriographers．

AccordingtoDanielBays,PentecostalmissionariestoChinaputdownrootsinthreeareaswhich
laterstronglyinfluencedthedevelopmentofChinesePentecostalism:Hong Kong,Zhengdingin
HebeiProvinceand Shanghai．Theypublished Pentecostalperiodicalsin Chineselanguagesto
promotethePentecostalmessage,andthishadimpactonbelievers．〔３〕Inthisessay,theauthor
comparesThePopularGospelTruthandThePentecostalTruth,whichshapedthetwodistinctive
streamsofPentecostalism in China—the TrueJesus Churchandthe Hong Kong Pentecostal
Mission,respectively．Infact,theeditorsofbothperiodicalswereconnectedwithmissionariessentby
theAzusaStreetMissionwhohaddirectrootsintheAzusaStreetRevival．However,thesetwo
periodicalsreflectedtwodifferentaspectsofNorthAmericanPentecostalism—HolinessPentecostals
and Oneness Pentecostals．This essay will compare the two core theological issues of
Pentecostalism—sanctificationandSpiritＧbaptism—asdiscussedinthesetwoperiodicals．

１．ABriefHistoryandBackgroundofPopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruths

ThePentecostalTruthwaspublishedinMay１９０８〔４〕inHongKongbyaChineseschoolmaster
bythenameofMokLaiChi(莫礼智)〔５〕whowasconvertedbyA．G．GarrtoPentecostalism．In
１９０７,thePentecostalHolinessMissionsentThomasJamesMcIntoshtoChina,whowasperhapsthe
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AllanAnderson,“TheEmergenceofaMultidimensionalGlobalMissionaryMovement:Trends,Patterns,andExperience,”

inSpiritandPower:TheGrowthandGlobalImpactofPentecostalism editedbyDonaldE．Miller,KimonH．SargeantandRichard
Flory(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,２０１３),３０.

VinsonSynan,TheHolinessPentecostalTradition:CharismaticMovementsintheTwentiethCentury (GrandRapids:

Eerdmans,１９９７),１５３.

DanielBays,“IndigenousProtestantChurchesinChina,１９００—１９３７:APentecostalCaseStudy,”inIndigenousResponsesto
WesternChristianity,ed．StevenKaplan(NewYork:NewYorkUniversityPress,１９９５),１２９.

TheofficialperiodicalTheApostolicFaithalsomentionedofThePentecostalTruth,whichsaid:“WehearfromSouthChina
thatabout１００havereceivedthebaptismoftheHolyGhostandtheynowhaveapaperintheChinesecalled”PentecostalTruths,“which
isbeingscatteredinChinaandJapan．Itisablessedpaperandonecanfeelthepoweriniteventhoughoneisunabletoreadit．”SeeThe
ApostolicFaith No．１３(１９０８):１．Also,ThePentecostNo．３(１９０８):８mentionedthisnewpublication:“PentecostalTruths．ＧApaper
publishedentirelyintheChineselanguage”inthepartofintroducingPentecostalpapersaroundtheworld.

SomescholarsfromTheTrueJesuschurchhavemisＧidentifiedMokLaiChiasanAmericanpastor,wheninfacthewasa
Chinese．Forexample:XieShundao,Shenglinglun [TheDoctrineoftheHolySpirit],(Taichung:TheTrueJesusChurchTaiwan
GeneralAssembly,１９６６),１７２.
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firstPentecostalmissionarytoreachthecountry．〔６〕Atthebeginning,hestayedinMacao．Later,on
October９１９０７,Garr,anotherPentecostalmissionary,arrivedin HongKong．Hewasinvitedby
severalsinglewomenmissionaries．Soon,Garrstartedholdingmeetingsatachurchsponsoredbythe
AmericanBoardofForeign Missions．Hethenhired MokLaiChitobehistranslatorandthey
becameclosefriends．〔７〕InaletterwrittentoA．A．Boddy,Garrsaid:“Godhassoblesseduswith
havingBro．Moktointerpret,andalsomadehimapreachertotheheathen．〔８〕”Mokwasbornintoa
ChristianfamilyandattendedanEnglishschool．BeingwelltrainedinEnglish,in１８８６,hejoinedthe
governmentasaninterpreter．He wasalsoadeaconinthe American Boardchurch,wherehe
encounteredPentecostalismandGarr．HewasalsosecretaryfortheYMCA,wherehehaddone
evangelicalworkamongdock workers．〔９〕MoksoonreceivedtheSpiritＧbaptism and “spokein
tongues”onNovember１０th１９０７．HistestimonydeclaredthattheSpiritSpoketohimintheHakka
dialectandanAfricantongue．Hesaidoftheexperience:“．．．Itgivesmepowertobecomeamore
faithfulchildofGod,toloveHim,tounderstandHisWord．．．〔１０〕”

Afterseveralweeksofpentecostalmeetings,theABCFMchurchbegantosplitbecauseofthe
useoftongues．C．RHager,whohadturnedovenanunusedchapeltoGarr,decidedtotakeitback．
Asaresult,Pentecostalshadtofindanotherfacility．AsDanielBaysmentioned,theChineseRecorder
portrayedGarr􀆳sgroupas“attackingthemethodsofotherChristianmissionaries．〔１１〕”Accordingto
Mok,theystartedamissionatConnaughtRoad(康乐道),andthentheyopeneda“newmissionhall
forheathensinoneofthebusieststreetswheretheChineseofthelowestclasswerefoundthronging
atalltimes．”Hecontinuedtoreport:“ＧCasesofberiＧberi,fever,sores,consumption,diarrhoea,

dysenteryandotherdiseaseshavebeenmiraculouslyhealedbyourLordJesusthroughtheprayersof
ourlittleapostoliccompany．”〔１２〕In１９１０,Mokmovedhismissionto６９CaineRoad(中环坚道),

wherehestartedanEnglishschoolforwomenandchildren．Thetuitionfeeswerefreeofcharge,the
ageoffemalestudentswasnotlimitedandwesternwomenmissionarieswereinvolvedinteachingas
assistants．〔１３〕Simultaneously,Mokchangedthenameofthemissionwhichhehadadaptedfromthe
Azusastreet,namely“ApostolicFaithMission”(使徒信心会),to“HongKongPentecostalMission
(香港五旬节会)”．〔１４〕HesubsequentlydeclaredthattheHongKongPentecostalMissionwasan
independentchurchestablishedbytheChineseinsteadofabranchofanyforeignchurch,〔１５〕which
demonstratedthatMokalsoattemptedtohavehischurchindigenized．Inaddition,McIntoshalsogot
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R．G．Tiedemann,ReferenceGuidetoChristianMissionarySocietiesinChina (Armonk,NYandLondon,England:ME．
Sharpe,２００９),１９９;DanielBays,“MissionaryEstablishmentandPentecostalism,”inEdith Waldvogeled．PentecostalCurrentsin
AmericanProtestantism (Champaign,IL:UniversityofIllinoisPress,１９９９),５２.

CecilM．Robeck,Jr．TheAzusaStreetMission& Revival:TheBirthoftheGlobalPentecostalMovement(Nashville,TN:

ThomasNelson,２００６),２５６.

ConfidenceNo．１１(１９０９):２５９.

AllanAnderson,SpreadingFires:TheMissionaryNatureofEarlyPentecostalism (Maryknoll,NewYork:Orbis,２００７),１１７.

ConfidenceNo．１２(１９０９):２８３.

D．H．BaysandT．M．Johnson,“China”inTheNewInternationalDictionaryofPentecostalandCharismaticMovements,

eds．StanleyM．Burgess,EduardM．VanDerMaas(GrandRapids:Zondervan,２００２,２００３),５９.

ConfidenceNo．１２(１９０９):２８３.

PentecostalTruthsVol．３,No．３Ｇ４(１９１０):１.

PentecostalTruthsvol．３,No．２(１９１０):１.

PentecostalTruthsVol．３,No．１０(１９１０):１
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intouchwithGarrandMokandtalkedtothemaboutmovingtoHongKong．〔１６〕

Forthelongesttime,Mokdesiredtostartanewspaper．In１９０６,whenhehadnotcontactedthe
Pentecostalmovement,hesecuredtheservicesofa“verygoodChinesescholar”asasubＧeditor．
However,Moksuddenlygaveupontheventurefornoapparentreason．〔１７〕Thedirectimpetusforthe
birthofthePentecostalTruthscanbeconnectedwithMcIntosh．AccordingtoMok􀆳stestimony,one
day McIntoshtoldhimthathereceivedtheinspirationtostartafreepaper,tobecalledthe
“PentecostalTruths．”〔１８〕However,McIntosheventuallydidnotpublishthepaper;Mokdid．He
publishedthepaper􀆳sfirstissueinJanuary１９０８．Itwasafreepaper,withthreepagesprintedin
ChineseandoneinEnglish．〔１９〕InIssueNo．１３oftheperiodical,onecouldfindapictureofadove
holdingapaperwiththetitle“PentecostalTruths”,witharemarknotingthatthetitleisderived
fromavisionthatMr．McIntoshhadseen．〔２０〕Obviously,thepublicationofthePentecostalTruths
wasencouraged by McIntosh．Accordingto Allan Anderson,Joseph H．King,theleader of
PentecostalHolinessChurch,visitedHongKongforamonthandpreached,withMokservingasthe
interpreter．Duringthisvisit,Kingspentovera monthin Mok􀆳sfamilyhomeatCaine Road
Mission．〔２１〕Here wecanseeanotherassociation with HolinessPentecostalsbesidesthat with
McIntosh;wewilltalkabouttheissueofHolinesslater．

Secondly,ThePopularGospelTruthspublishedbyaNorwegianＧAmericanmissionary,Bernt
Berntsen,isalsoworthnoting．Berntsenwasbornin１８６３inLarvik,Norway．Heimmigratedtothe
UnitedStatesin１８９３,settledinChicagoandworkedasastorekeeperinalocalgrocerystore．He
married Nagna Berg andthey hadtwochildren．〔２２〕In １９０４,hejoined a nonＧdenominational
NorwegianmissionsocietyknownastheSouthZhiliMission(南直隶福音会),foundedbyHorace
William Holding．Mr．BerntsencametoChinaattheageof４０andstartedhismissionaryworkat
Damingfu,ZhiliProvince(presentＧdayHandan,HebeiProvince)．In１９０６,hecameacrossanissueof
ApostolicFaithandobtainedthenewsoftheAzusaRevival,whichinterestedhim．

In１９０７,BerntsendeterminedtogobacktotheUnitedStatestoexperiencetherevival．Inthe
sameyear,BerntsentraveledtoSeattle,wherehemetMartinL．Ryan,whoseteamwasholdinggroup
prayermeetings．BerntsenagainsoughttheSpiritbaptisminthemeetingsbutdidnotreceiveit．He
thentraveledtoOakland,California,whereheattendedprayermeetingsheldbyWilliamF．Manley,

againwithoutreceivingtheSpiritbaptism．Finally,hevisitedthe AzusaStreet Missionin Los

４８

〔１６〕

〔１７〕

〔１８〕

〔１９〕
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〔２１〕

〔２２〕

Robeck,TheAzusaStreetMission& Revival,２５７.

ConfidenceNo．１２(１９０９):２８３.

ConfidenceNo．１２(１９０９):２８３.

ConfidenceNo．１２(１９０９):２８３.

PentecostalTruthsVol．２No．１３(１９０９):４.

Anderson,SpreadingtheFires,１２１.

Theelderchildisaboy,whosenameisHenryBernhandBerntsen．HisnamecanbeseenmanytimesinThePopularGospel
Truth,andmanyarticlesinthisperiodicalwerewrittenbyhim．HisnamealsoappearedinPaulWei􀆳s(themajorpioneeroftheTJC􀆳s
publication)TheTrueWitnessBookoftheHolySpiritVol．１,３,whichsaysHenrypracticedexorcismforWei􀆳sdaughterwithhim．In
WordandWitnessVol．９(September):４,hisnamewasalsomentionedas:“Ourownson,Henry,amereboy,ishavinghiscallrenewed
topreach．”ThosedocumentsshowthatHenrybecameanimportantassistanttoBerntsen．However,helaterworkedforanAmericanＧ
AsiaticUnderwriterinHankou．TheotherchildisadaughternamedRuth,whomarriedamissionarynamed MatronRedmon,and
sustainedBerntsen􀆳smission workinChinaafterhisdeath．Shewasobviouslyaffiliated withtheOnenesscamp．SeePentecostal
Herald,Vol．２１No．８(１９４６):８.
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Angeles,wherehewasbaptizedintheSpiritandfinallyspokeintongues．〔２３〕TheSeptember１９０７
issueofApostolicFaithreportedthiseventandstated．

“BrotherB．BerntsenfromSouthChihＧli,TaiＧMingＧFu,NorthChinacameallthewaytoLos
AngelestoreceivehisPentecost􀆺hesoonfellunderthepower,androsedrunkonthenewwineof
thekingdom,magnifyingGodinanewtongue．AssoonashecouldspeakEnglish,hesaid,‘This
meansmuchforChina．〔２４〕’”

Then,membersoftheAzusaStreetMissionprayedforhimsothathecouldbeanointedtoserve
inChina．Attheendofthesameyear,BerntsenreturnedtoChinaandsetuphis missionin
Zhengding,Hebei．Beingfamiliarwith MokLaiChi,henamedhischurchasthe“ApostolicFaith
Mission”too,buthechangeditsnameseveraltimes．Hisaffiliation with missionsocietiesalso
changed．Consequently,hecommittedtotheemergingOnenessPentecostalcampwhichwasrising
duringtheseconddecadeofthePentecostalmovement．Interestingly,Berntsen􀆳sworkinChina
influencedtheearliestleaders,namelyPaul Wei(WeiEnbo)〔２５〕,ZhangLingshenandBarnabas
Zhang．ItcouldbesaidthatthebirthoftheTrueJesusChurch wasindirectlyconnected with
Berntsen．

In１９１２,BerntsenbeganpublishingthePopularGospelTruth,aperiodicalthatservedasthe
voiceofPentecostalisminnorthChina．Accordingtohisownwitnessnextyear,hefelttheneedto
publishaPentecostalnewspaperin MandarininNorthChinaforsomeyears,foracountrywith
approximatelyhundredmillionspeopleoughttohaveaPentecostalpaper,whensomeothersmaller
countriescanhavemany〔２６〕．Mok􀆳sPentecostalTruthsmightbeaparadigmforBerntsentopublish
hisownperiodicalinordertospreadthePentecostalmessage．In１９０９,BerntsenwrotetoMokto
requestpapersfrom NovemberandDecemberaswellastractsfrom Mok,andsaidthetractsare
quitepracticalforpreachingtotheChinesepeople．Berntsenprobablyunderstoodtheeffectiveness
ofpublishingin missionary work〔２７〕．Inaddition,Pentecostalshad publishedseveraldifferent
periodicalsduringthatera．Infact,thereasonBerntsenconvertedtoPentecostalismwasbecausehe
hadcomeacrossApostolicFaith．BothelementsmighthavestimulatedBerntsentostartaChinese
newspaper．AccordingtoBays,thesetwoperiodicalsinfluencedtheearliestpioneersoftheTrue
JesusChurch,〔２８〕sinceinhislatestpublicationheincreasinglystressedthattheTJChaditsrootsin
PentecostalTruths．〔２９〕

５８

〔２３〕

〔２４〕

〔２５〕

〔２６〕

〔２７〕

〔２８〕

〔２９〕

Robeck,TheAzusaStreetMissionandRevival,２６０Ｇ１.

ApostolicFaith Vol．１No．１０(１９０７):１.

DanielBayssaidWeiwasinfluencedbyagroupofSwedishfaithmissionariesinZhengding,andhisnamewas“Peterson．”He
laidhishandson Weitohealhistuberculosis．SeeDanielBays,A New HistoryofChristianityinChina (WestSussex:WileyＧ
Blackwell,２０１２),１２９．However,accordingtoPopularGospelTruth,PaulWei􀆳sdiaryandtheofficialhistoriographyoftheTJC,this
missionaryshouldbeBerntsen．IaffirmthatBerntsenwasprobablymisconstruedfor“Peterson．”TheonewholaidhishandonPaul
WeiwasaChinesepreacherbythenameofXinShengmin新圣民．Throughhim,WeigottoknowofBerntsen.

Bridegroom􀆳sMessengersvol．５,no．１３９(１９１３):４.

PentecostalTruthsvol．２,No．４(１９０９):４.

DanielBays,“IndigenousProtestantChurchesinChina,１９００—１９３７,”１２４Ｇ４３.

Bays,ANew HistoryofChristianityinChina,１２９.
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２．Popular Gospel Truths and PentecostalTruths as mediumsfor
spreadingPentecostalism

Sincetheearlydaysofthemovement,Pentecostalshavepublisheddozensofperiodicals,notonly
intheU．S．butalsoinotherplaces,suchasConfidenceinEnglandthatservedasthevoiceofBritish
Pentecostalmovement．Ingeneral,thereasonsProtestantandPentecostalmissionsocietiesorgroups
distributeperiodicalsmaybedividedintothree．Inwardly,theseperiodicalsplaytheroleofachurch
bulletin,containingchurchnews,prayerrequests,donationsandtimesofmeetings．Outwardly,they
functionasoneofthemediumstospreadtheirbeliefinanattempttoconvertreaderstotheirgroup．
Ecumenically,theseperiodicalsfunctionedaschannelsforthenetworkofworldwidePentecostal
missionariesatthe beginning ofthis movement．Newsfrom missionfieldsandlettersfrom
missionarieshelpedbuiltthenewmovement􀆳snetwork．Pentecostalswereabletoknownotonlythe
spreadofPentecostalmovementlocally,butalsointernationally．OnecouldsaythatPentecostalism
underwentacertainkindofdeterritorialization．

Asmentionedabove,theearliestpioneersoftheTJCwereinfluencedbyPopularGospelTruths
andPentecostalTruths,andthey werealso motivatedtopublishtheirown periodicalstobe
distributedtothepublic (especiallyChristians)．Lian XihasnotedthatPaul Weimass mailed
UniversalCorrectionChurchTimes(万国更正教报)usingthedirectoryintheChinaChurchYear
Book．Actually,distributingpaperswasthemainmediumforthespreadoftheTJC．Theyparticularly
targetedSeventhＧDayAdventistchurches．Lianraisedaninterestingexampleinhisbookthatin
Hunan,somemembersofanAdventistchurchreceivedthefirstissueoftheUniversalCorrection
ChurchTimes．Whentheystartedprayinginaccordance withtheprescribed methodstherein,

glossolaliatookholdamongthem．〔３０〕Thiscaseshowshowinfluentialthiskindofperiodicalscanbe．
BothPopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruthsappealedtoPentecostalbeliefs,particularly

emphasizingthenecessityofseekingSpiritＧbaptism．Besidesbiblicalteachings,theseperiodicalsalso
includedtestimoniesandnewsaboutongoing,worldwidePentecostalrevivalsandweregenerallynot
differentfrom contemporary Pentecostal newspapers in the United States．PreＧmillennium
eschatologytosomeextent wasanother maintopiccontainedinthesetwopapers．From the
beginning,thetopofeachissueofthePopularGospelTruthswasheadlinedwith“Jesusiscoming
backsoon,”耶稣急速回来;AsforthePentecostalTruths,by１９１４thepaperseemedtohaveshifted
somewhattoaparticularemphasisonthe“secondcomingofJesus”．〔３１〕Inaddition,holinessand
sanctificationwerealsoanotherfocusforboththepapers,thoughtheyarerootedindifferent
traditionsonthisissue．Itisalsoworthnotingthattherearedifferencesinwritingstylesofthesetwo
newspapers．Ingeneral,PentecostalTruths􀆳writingstyletendstobeinamoreclassicalliterary
form;mostoftheBibleversescitedinthepaperarebasedontheDelegate􀆳sVersion,whichisamore
classicalChineseversionoftheBible．Mokwaswelleducatedandhadbeentrainedasatranslatorand
servedasasecretaryfortheYMCA．Thewritingstyleofthepapersufficientlyreflectshislanguage

６８

〔３０〕

〔３１〕

LianXi,RedeemedbyFires:TheRiseofPopularChristianityinModernChina (NewHeaven&London:YaleUniversity
Press,２０１０),４８,５２.

Anderson,SpreadingtheFires,１１８Ｇ９.
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abilities．Bycontrast,PopularGospelTruthwaswritteninapopularstyle,whichtargetsreadersat
thegrassrootslevel．

BarnabasZhang,oneoftheTJC􀆳searliestpioneers,alsomentionedPopularGospelTruths,

thoughhewascriticalofthispaper．〔３２〕CopiesofPopularGospelTruthandPentecostalTruthsin
mypossessioncamefromtheTJC􀆳scollection,andIcanseethesealofHuangChengcong 黄呈

聪———awellknownTaiwaneseculturaleliteduringtheJapanesecolonialera—whichmeansthatthe
documentsbelongedtohim．Infact,thesourceoftheTJCforinformationaboutPentecostalsmaybe
PopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruthsasonecanseethereferencenotetointroductionto
PentecostalmovementintheimportanttextbookfortheTJC—TheDoctrineoftheHolySpirit．〔３３〕

Thisindicatesthatthesourcehasbeenderivedfromthesetwoperiodicals．Thistextbookhasbeen

quitepopularamongthe TJC􀆳sfolks;theteachingsaboutPentecostalmovementinthe TJC􀆳s
religiouseducationsystemaremoreoftenthannotcitedfromthistextbook．Tosumup,thesetwo
periodicalstosomedegreehadanimpactonTJC􀆳smissionstrategyandshapetheirunderstandingof
Pentecostalism．

TheeffectivenessofPopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruthsasamediumforspreading
thePentecostalmessagestillremainsuncertainandneedstobefurtherresearched．Inthisstudy,I

placemoreemphasisonthenuanceofthedoctrinesbehindthesetwoPentecostalperiodicals,which
reflectdifferenttheologicaltraditionsofPentecostalism．

３．TheologicalIssuesinPopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruths

AccordingtodoctrinesonSanctificationandSpiritＧBaptism,ClassicalPentecostalscangenerally
bedividedintothreecategories,namelyHolinessPentecostals,Keswick/FinishedworkPentecostals
andOnenessPentecostals．Thissplitwasduetoaseriesofconflictswithinthemovementbetween
１９１０ and １９１８Ｇ〔３４〕．Most ofthe earliest Pentecostalleaders came from WesleyanＧHoliness
Movement,whichcanberegardedasarevivalmovementwithin WesleyanchurchesintheUS．It
placesemphasisinrestoringthedoctrineof“entirelysanctification”andthethoughtoftheformeris
aChristiancrisisexperience．Whensomepartsofitparticipatedintheemerging Pentecostal
movement,SpiritＧBaptismbecamethethirdcrisisexperience,whichaddedtotheexistingframework
ofthe Holiness movement．Tosum up,theirordosalutiscontainsthreesteps:“regeneration”,
“sanctification”and “SpiritＧBaptism”．WilliamSeymourandtheofficialdoctrinalstatementofthe
AzusaStreetMissionalsomaintainthispositionanddenominationssuchasChurchofGod,Church
ofGodInChristandPentecostalHolinessChurchbelongtothiscamptoo．ThoughKeswickand
Finishedworkhaveasomewhatdifferentperspectiveonsanctification,bothofthemdonotview
sanctificationasademonstrative,instantexperience．

Keswickinfactreferstoanothertypeof Holiness movement．Howeverhearguedthat

７８

〔３２〕

〔３３〕

〔３４〕

BarnabasZhang,Chuandaoji[MissionaryJournal](Nanjing:TheheadquartersoftheTrueJesusChurch,１９２９),９.

Xie,Shenglinglun,１７４.

DouglasJacobsen,ThinkingintheSpirit—TheologiesoftheEarlyPentecostalMovement(Bloomington:IndianaUniversity
Press,２００３),１３４.
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sanctificationisaprocessratherthananinstantexperience．William Durham,oneoftheearliest
Pentecostalleaders,articulatedthatsince Christ􀆳s “finished work”onthecrossandinthe
resurrectionaresufficienttocompletelysavepeople,onemustbebornagainandentirelysanctifiedat
themomentoffaithinChrist,whichcanbecalled“single－workperfectionism．〔３５〕”Assembliesof
God,Foursquare Churchand PentecostalChurch of Godcan beclassified underthistypeof
Pentecostalism．OnenessPentecostalsemergedsubsequenttoHolinessandKeswick/Finishedwork
Pentecostals．Mostofthem usedtobeDurham􀆳sfollowers．Besides maintainingtheOnenessof
Godhead,ordosalutisisalsoadistinctivefeatureofOnenessPentecostalsascomparedtoTrinitarian
Pentecostals．ThoughtheyviewthethreeＧstepmodelofHolinessPentecostalsortwoＧstepmodelof
FinishedworkPentecostalsasbeingprogressiveforsalvationaswell,theyplacemoreemphasison
thecontinuityofthe “threeＧstage”and “fullness”ofsalvation．However,their “threeＧstage”

soteriologicalformulaisdifferentfromtheHolinessandKeswick/Finishedworkcamps．Forthem,

theparadigmatictextforChristianinitiationisAct２:３８:“Repentandbebaptized,everyoneofyou,

inthenameofJesusChristfortheforgivenessofyoursin．AndyouwillreceivethegiftoftheHoly
Spirit．〔３６〕”Hence,OnenessPentecostal􀆳sthreeＧstagesoteriologyconsistsofrepenting,beingbaptized
inJesus􀆳nameandreceivingthegiftoftheHolySpiritwiththeevidenceoftongues．Accordingto
them,thesethreesteps,incomplexunity,leadto “full”salvation．Eachphaseinthisformulais
essentialforsalvation．Speakingintonguesisthusconsideredtobeanindispensableconditionin
experiencingfullsalvation．

PopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruthsinfactreflectthediversityofthePentecostal
movement．Onlyafewscholarsareconsciousofthispoint,thoughthetwoperiodicalsrepresenttwo
differentPentecostaltraditions．Asmentionedabove,thetwopaperstosomeextentshapeTJC􀆳s
imaginationofPentecostalism,butintermsofmyobservation,theTJC􀆳smembershardlynoticethat
notallPentecostalsidentifySpiritＧBaptism withconversionastheydo,probablybecauseoftheir
pioneer􀆳sconnectiontoBerntsen．Inthefollowingsections,Iattempttodiscussandanalyzethe
theologicalissuesinthesetwopaperstodemonstratethedifferentPentecostaltraditionsthey
reflect．

３．１　TheologicalissuesinPopularGospelTruths
Asmentionedpreviously,PopularGospelTruthsrepresentstheOnenessPentecostaltradition,

whichisrelatedtoitseditorBerntsen．Besidesthisbackground,onecanalsodiscovertheapparent
Onenesstendencyinthispaperthatis worthyoffurtherexploration．InJuly１９１６,Berntsen
announced“StatementsofZhengdingfuXinxinhui正定府信心会”onthefrontpageofIssue１３of
PopularGospelTruth,whichintendedtoexplaintheirfundamentalbeliefs．Thefirstarticle,
“BaptismbyImmersionintheNameofJesusChrist,”wasrelatedtothestatementoftheGodhead．
HecontinuedtoexpoundbycitingversesfromtheBible:

“Isaiah９:６says,‘Hewillbecalled WonderfulCounselor,MightyGod,EverlastingFather,

８８

〔３５〕

〔３６〕

FrankD．Macchia,“BaptizedintheSpirit:TowardaGlobalTheologyofSpiritBaptism,”inTheSpiritintheWorld:

EmergingPentecostalTheologiesinGlobalContext,ed．VeliＧMattiKarkkainen(GrandRapids:WilliamB．Eerdmans,２００９),６Ｇ７.

DavidReed,“OnenessPentecostalism,”inNewInternationalDictionaryofPentecostalandCharismaticMovements,ed．
StanleyBurgessandEduardM．VanDerMass(GrandRapids:Zondervan,２００２,２００３),９４３.
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PrinceofPeace．．．’JesusistheEverlastingFather;then,let􀆳slookupJohn１０:３０:‘IandtheFather
isone􀆳,sowecanunderstandJesusistheFatherandtheSonatthesametime,andChristmeans
receivingtheHolySpirit,sothenameoftheFather,Son,andtheSpiritisJesusChrist．”〔３７〕

ThetraditionalChristiandoctrineofTrinityadvocatesthatGodisonebutexistsinthreedivine
personsorhypostases．Thethreepersonsaredistinctbutareofone＂substance,essenceornature”．
However,intheinterpretationabove,onecanseethatBerntsenseemstoblurthedistinctionbetween
thethreepersons．HehighlightedthatGodisone;theFatherandtheHolySpiritisidenticalwith
Jesus．ThiskindofunderstandingoftheGodheadisactuallysimilartoMonarchianisminthehistory
ofChristianity．ThisperspectiveisnotliketheUnitarianonewhichdeniesthedivinityofJesus．
Rather,OnenessPentecostalsreinforcetheimportanceoftheChrist,andemphasizestheessential
onenessofGod􀆳snaturewhilerejectingtheterm “Trinity”and“person”．Thatistosay,JesusChrist
isthetruenameoftheHoly“Triunity”〔３８〕．Elsewhereinthispaper,Berntsen(oranyotherauthors)

interpretedthesoＧcalledOnenessperspectiveonGodhead:

“．．．Thegloriousrichesofthismystery,whichisChristinyou,thehopeofglory”inColossians
１:２７meansthedwellingoftheSpirit;hence,ChrististheSpirit．InColossians２:９:”ForinChristall
thefullnessoftheDeitylivesinbodilyform．”〔３９〕

HedemonstratesthateverythingoftheFather,theSon,andtheHolySpiritisfulfilledinJesus
Christ,forJesusrepresentstheFather,theSonandtheSpirit．Inanotherplace,PopularGospel
Truthquotesanunknownauthor􀆳swords:

“．．．JesusspeaksintheBookofRevelationsinperson:IamtheAlphaandOmega,theFirstand
theLast．WhoistheFirst?ItistheFatherofallspirits．WhoistheLast?ItistheHolySpirit．
Judgingfromthis,JesusistheFather,andistheSpirit．AllofusknowthatHeistheMiddleone
too,whoistheSon．．．”〔４０〕

Apparently,thedistinctionbetweentheTrinitywasblurredagainbythewriter,whoargued
thatJesussaidheistheFirstandtheLast,andaccordingtothe“hierarchy”oftheTrinity,theFirst
istheFather,theLastistheHolySpiritandJesusistheMiddleOne．Inotherwords,theFather,the
SonandtheHolySpiritareactuallyequivalenttoJesusChrist．OnthebasisofBiblicalhermeneutics,

９８

〔３７〕

〔３８〕

〔３９〕

〔４０〕

PopularGospelTruth No．１３(１９１６):１．Otherarticleswerewritten,suchasthefollowing:２．HolyCommunionshouldbe
routinelyheldaftersunsetonSaturday;３．KeeptheSabbath;４．Footwashing;５．BelieveinJesus􀆳healingforeverysortofsickness;６．
SeektheHolySpiritandbeproofedbyspeakingintongues;and７．PreachingmustbeinaccordancewiththeNewTestamentandthe
OldTestament.

KennethArcher,APentecostalHermeneutic:Spirit,ScriptureandCommunity (Cleveland,TN:CPTPress,２００９),１１４Ｇ５．
FrankEwart,aWellＧKnownearlyOnenessPentecostalleadersuggestedthatPentecostalusetheword“Triunity”insteadof“Trinity”

and”substance”or“entities”or“manifestations”inplaceof“person”.

PopularGospelTruth No．８(１９１５):１Ｇ３.

PopularGospelTruth No．１８(１９１８):５.
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suchanexegesis wouldbeconsideredextremelyproblematic〔４１〕,fortheverseinthebookof
RevelationdoesnottalkaboutPersonsortheessenceofGod．Assuch,themeaningofthetexthas
been distorted．Besides,Oneness Pentecostals have been challenged to explain reports of
simultaneoustheophanyofthethreePersonsofGodintheNewTestament．Thepaperalsotriedto
defenditspositionbyarguing:

“Therearesomepeoplewhosay,ifJesusistheHeavenlyFather,howcanHesitattheright
handoftheFather?Itisnotaneasyquestiontoanswer．Wedon􀆳thavetosayotherthings,wecan
merelysayJesus􀆳bodyistheSonofmen,andtheSonofGodaswell,forGodmadeabodyforhim．
ForJesusismadebyGod,ratherthanbornofflesh,Jesus􀆳bodystillexistsatthepresent,because
Hehasnotyetaccomplishedhiswork．HisworkwillnotbeaccomplisheduntilJesusmakesHis
enemieshisfootstool,theSavior(􀆳sbody)willbeneedlessthen．”〔４２〕

Inbrief,GodisSpirit;thus,Hecannotbelimitedbyspace．TheTrueGodJesus􀆳fleshmerely
existstemporarily,andwhenHisworkisaccomplished,Hisbodywillnotbenecessaryanymore．
ThisperspectiveseemsnottoodifferentfromSabellianismasitarguesthattheFather,theSonand
theHolySpiritareinfactoneGod,butHedisclosesHimselfinthreedifferentmodesinthree
differentperiods〔４３〕．Obviously,asfaraswecanseefromthearchives,thePentecostalbeliefthat
PopularGospelTruthswasspreadingistheOnenesswingofPentecostalism．PaulWei,oneofthe
foundingfathersoftheTJC,wasconnectedwithBerntsen．HerecountedthatBerntsenusedtobehis
mentorininitiationofPentecostalfaith;〔４４〕BarnabasZhangontheotherhandalsoreportedinhis
bookthathehadreadPopularGospelTruths,althoughhedisagreedwithpartofthecontent．〔４５〕

ThesemaybethemainoriginstowhichtheOnenessdoctrineoftheTJCcanbetraced．
Anothertheologicalissuethatshouldbeofconcerninthisperiodicalisordosalutis．Oneness

PentecostalnotonlyrepudiatestheTrinitarianunderstandingoftheGodheadbutalsocombinesthe
threeＧstep modelthat Holiness Pentecostals advocate into a complex unity．Regeneration,

sanctificationandSpiritＧBaptismareanintegratedexperiencefortheachievementoffullsalvationor
Christianinitiation．However,PopularGospelTruthsfrequentlyarguedthatonlyreceiving“baptism
inwaterandtheSpirit”canberegardedaseffectiveorholisticsalvation．ByquotingJohn３:５and１
Corinthians１２:１３,BerntsenarguedthatbeingbaptizedbytheSpiritintoonebody,namelythebody
ofJesus,qualifiesonetoascendtoheavenwithHim．Berntsenexplicitlystated:

０９

〔４１〕

〔４２〕

〔４３〕

〔４４〕

〔４５〕

ActuallynotonlyBerntsen,butalsootherfirstgenerationofPentecostalsusedtoadaptthiskindofexegeticalmethods,

whichiscalled “BibleReading Method”,theyattemptedtoretrievefromtheNew Testament,apraxisＧdriven “JesusＧcenterism”

Christianity．SeeArcher,PentecostalHermeneutic,９９Ｇ１００.

PopularGospelTruth No．１０(１９１６):６.

Generally,Onenessdoesnotteachthatthethreemanifestationsaresequential．Theyaresimultaneously manifestedin
salvationhistory,butBerntsenhereinterpretedhisperspectiveontheGodheadasoneofSabellianism.

PaulWei,TrueTestimoniesoftheHolySpirit,trans．(Unpublished),２．Paulrecalledthat,“IwenttoDongChenFaithUnionnextday;

uponencounteringthepastorinthischurch,helookedverypoor．Whilehelookedpoor,morallyheseemedtobebetterthanotherchurch􀆳s
Christians．．．fromthatdayon,theybecameclosefriends,hehelpedPaulWeiunderstandagreatdealofBibletruth．”

BarnabasZhang,Chuandaoji,９.
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“ShouldweunderstandthatthebaptismintheSpiritissomethingconnectedwithbeingsaved?

Inmyopinion,itshould beso;if wedo nothavetheSpiritofChrist,we willnotbelong
toHim．”〔４６〕

Inaddition,hesaid:

“Only waterbaptism,togetherwithSpirit－baptism,couldthenberegardedasaholistic
baptism．IfsomeonehasreceivedwaterbaptismbutlacksbaptismoftheHolySpirit,hehasnottruly
beenbaptized．”〔４７〕

ThemainstreamviewofPentecostalsonSpiritＧBaptisminsistsuponthe“subsequence”doctrine．
Onthecontrary,OnenessPentecostalsadvocatethemorereformedpositiononthispoint,whichby
nomeansmaintainstwoorthreestagesofordosalutis．Nevertheless,Pentecostalsstillinsistonthe
Pentecostal“initialevidence”doctrineandconnectitwithredemption．Therefore,“speakingin
tongues”hasbecomeanindispensablerequisiteforsalvationtothem．PopularGospelTruthrefersto
thefollowing,

“Therewillalwaysbeevidencethateveryonewasborn,whenababycries．So,whentheyare
bornagain,theyimmediatelyspeakintongues,asevidenceoftheirrebirth．”〔４８〕

Besidesthat,inthisperiodicalthewritersargueforthelegitimacyof “initialevidence”by
quotingkeypassagesintheBookofActs．Inessence,theysearchedforhistoricalprecedentsfromthe
textsimilartowhatPentecostalinterpretershavedone．Berntsenobtainedhisown “Pentecostal
experience”attheAzusaStreetMissionandyethesubsequentlyaffiliatedwithsomeothermission
societiesordenominations．Accordingtodocuments,Berntsenwasaffiliatedwith WilliamDurham􀆳s
NorthAvenueMission,〔４９〕whichwasthebaseoftheFinishedwork．LikethemajorityofDurham􀆳s
team,helaterparticipatedintheAssembliesofGodestablishedin１９１４－〔５０〕．However,hesoonleft
thenewＧborndenomination,mostlikelybecauseoftheOnenessissue．Accordingtohispassport,he
alsotookpartinthePentecostalAssembliesoftheWorld—aOnenessPentecostaldenomination．On
theotherhand,onecanfigureoutthattheTJCalmostsharesthesamedoctrineonGodheadandordo
salutiswithOnenessPentecostalsandBerntsen．IthinkthereisampleevidencetobelievethatTJC􀆳s
doctrinewaspartlyinfluencedbyBerntsen􀆳smissionenterpriseinnorthChina,thoughPaulWei
proclaimedthathehadreceivedsupernatural“revelation”fromGod．PopularGospelTruthsplayed
theroleofaninstrumentbearingthePentecostalwingsubscribingtoOneness,butunfortunatelywe
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〔４６〕

〔４７〕

〔４８〕

〔４９〕

〔５０〕

PopularGospelTruth No．３(１９１１):７.

PopularGospelTruth No．２０(１９１９):３.

PopularGospelTruth No．１１(１９１６):７.

PentecostalTestimony Vol．１,No．８ (１９１１):１３,thisissuedeclaredthatBerntsenandhisfamilyweremissionariesthey
supported.

CombinedMinutesoftheGeneralCounciloftheAssembliesofGodintheUnitedStatesofAmerica,CanadaandForeign
LandsHeldatHotSprings,Ark．April２Ｇ１２,andattheStoneChurch,Chicago,Ill．November１２Ｇ２９,１９１４,１３.
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havenowaytodiscovertowhatextentthisperiodicalinfluencedChineseChristians．Itmighthave
inspiredtheTJCtospreadtheirmessagesufficientlybypublishingandsendingtheirownperiodicals
later．

３．２　TheologicalIssuesinPentecostalTruths

Ontheotherhand,thePentecostalmessagethatPentecostalTruths wasspreadingwasmore
similartothe Holiness wingofthePentecostalmovement．As mentionedabove,Mok LaiChi
acceptedthePentecostalmessagefromGarr,whohadbeeninfluencedandsentbytheAzusaStreet
MissionandalsoconnectedwithJ．H．KingandMcIntosh．Subsequently,bothofthemwererootedin
HolinessPentecostaltraditions．Besides,hisPentecostalTruthsdemonstratesrelevantissuesaswell．
LikeitscounterpartPopularGospelTruths,PentecostalTruthsalsoendeavoredtopromotethe
seekingofSpiritＧBaptism,althoughitemphasizedthatBaptismintheHolySpiritisasubsequent
experiencetoconversioninsteadofinitiationofChristians．Inseveralissuesofthispaper,aspecial
columntitled“InformationforthoseseekingtobebaptizedintheHolySpirit”appearedmanytimes．
Fromthiscolumn,onecancomprehendtheirteachingon SpiritＧBaptism clearly．Thiscolumn
consistedofaseriesoflists,butnotallofthemweredirectedtoSpiritＧBaptism,accordingtowhich
therearesomeprerequisitesrequiredtobemetbeforeseekingtheHolySpirit,includingrepentance,

obeyingtheWordofGod,believingandtrustinginJesusChrist,cleansingandsanctification．The
paperalsohighlightedthatifoneisnotcleansed,hewillnotbeabletoreceivetheHolySpirit,while
thoseapostleshadbeencleansedbeforethedayofthePentecost．

Besidestherequirementslistedabove,restitutionisalsosurprisinglyaprerequisiteforseeking
baptismintheHolySpirit．〔５１〕Inanotherissue,thistopicwasdescribedagainbyquotingtheBookof
Ezekiel３３:１５:“iftheygivebackwhattheytookinpledgeforaloan,returnwhattheyhavestolen,

followthedecreesthatgivelife,anddonoevil———thatpersonwillsurelylive;theywillnotdie．”

Thewriteraffirmedthatifsomeoneowed moneytoothersandextortedordefraudedothersof
properties,heshouldreturnthemassoonaspossible．Evenifoneowedtoo muchtoreimburse
immediately,heshouldseekprovidencefromGod,onceheis“supplied”byGodsomeday,heshould
returnsufficientlysothathecanenjoycompletesalvation．Italsostatesthatcompensationisaway
toreconciliation．〔５２〕FromVolume３No．２１９１０onwards,themission􀆳snamewaschangedfromthe
ApostolicFaith Missiontothe Hong KongPentecostalMission．Fromthenon,acolumntitled
“HongKongPentecostalMission”becamearegularfeature．Itannouncedthatitsstatementoffaith,

includingritualsandpractices,andrestitutionarealsoapartofthislist．〔５３〕Mok􀆳spracticeof
reinstitutionmightoriginatedfromtheAzusaStreet Mission,foritalsocouldbefoundonthe
statementoflatterinsomeissuesofApostolicFaith,andbothMokandtheAzusaStreetMission
citedthesame Bibleverses—Ezekiel３３:１５ and Luke１９:８tojustifiedtheirstatementson
restitution〔５４〕．However,comparetotheAzusaStreetMission,Mok􀆳schurchseemedtoemphasized
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〔５４〕

PentecostalTruthsVol．１,No．１１(１９０８):２.

PentecostalTruthsVol．２,No．８(１９０９):１.

PentecostalTruthsVol．３,No．２(１９１０):２.

E．g．TheApostolicFaith Vol．１,No．１(１９０６):２.
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moreonthispoint,besidesquotingverses,Mok􀆳schurchevendescribedfurtherabouttheclearingof
alldebtsandthereturnofillＧgottenwealthorgainsandalsoencouragespeopletoaskforthe
forgivenessofcreditors．ItseemedthatAzusaStreet􀆳sand Mok􀆳sperspectiveonredemptionwas
relativelyholistic,fortheynotonlystressedonreconciliationwithGod,butalsowithfellow men．
Thiskindofthinkingcouldbeabreakthrough,whichjumpedofftheboundaryof “personal
salvation”ortheindividualrelationship with GodthatFundamentalshasbeenemphasizing．In
addtion,Mok􀆳sinsistenceuponthismightberelatedtoChinesetraditions,forChinesesocietyhas
traditionallybeenmoreconcernedwiththecommunitythantheindividual．Therefore,religionwas
notseenasanentirelyindividualmatter．

HongKongPentecostalscholarConnieAudescribesMok􀆳steachingsassanctificationＧcentered
soteriology．ShestatesthatMokactuallydidnotdistinguishsanctificationfromrepentance．Tohim,

sanctificationandconversionaresynonymousandtheyaredefinedbyrepentance．〔５５〕Inbrief,this
meansthatsanctification,followedbycleansing,isintegratedwithconversion/initiation．However,as
mentionedabove,HolinessPentecostalsappealtothethreeＧstepmodel．Mokalsodeclaredthathis
missioncouldberegardedasHolinessPentecostalism．TheunderstandingofsanctificationＧcentered
soteriologyto Mokseemstobeconflicted withtraditionalHolinessPentecostals􀆳concept．Asa
matteroffact,Pentecostals moreoftenthan notconfuseconversion,sanctificationand SpiritＧ
Baptism,althoughthereisindeedadistinctionbetweenthem．Regardlessoftwoorthreestages,

theseexperiencesaredifferentbutcorrelated．Acontemporaryexampleshouldbethestatementof
faithof AssembliesofGod,aleading Pentecostaldenominationinthe world．Article７ofits
“FundamentalTruth”revolvesaroundtheissueofBaptismintheHolySpirit．Itsays:“．．．Withthe
baptismintheHolySpiritcomesuchexperiencesas．．．andamoreactiveloveforChrist,forHis
Wordandforthelost．〔５６〕”Similarly,TheFullLifeStudy Bible—aBible withreferenceof
Pentecostalperspectivepublishedby AssembliesofGod,thearticletitled “Baptisminthe Holy
Spirit”inthisBiblesaysreceivingSpiritＧBaptism willresultin “enhancedsensitivitytosin,”“a
greaterseekingafterrighteousnesswhichconformstoChrist,”and “adeeperawarenessofthe
judgmentofGodagainstallungodliness．〔５７〕”ThoughmostPentecostaldenominationshavestated
thatSpiritＧBaptismisasubsequentexperiencetoconversionandsanctification,onecanstilldiscover
thatthedistinctionbetweensanctificationandSpiritＧBaptismisactuallynotthatclear．

Nevertheless,MokandhispaperdidnotconfusethedifferencebetweenconversionandBaptism
intheHolySpiritasOnenessPentecostalsandBerntsendid,thatistosaythe“indwellinginthe
HolySpirit”or“rebirthbytheHolySpirit”isnotdirectlyconnectedwithempowermentbythe
HolySpiritforministry．Atthesametime,MokdidnotconfusesanctificationandSpiritＧBaptism
either,thoughsanctificationandconversionarealmostsynonymousinthisperiodical,whichis
actuallyaprerequisiteforseekingSpiritＧBaptism．Thelatterisatotallyspecificcrisisexperienceto
them．Thepaperstatesthat:

３９

〔５５〕

〔５６〕

〔５７〕

ConnieAu,“‘NowYeAreClean’:SanctificationasaFormativeDoctrineofEarlyPentecostalisminHongKong,”Presented
at４１stAnnualMeetingofSocietyforPentecostalStudiesMarch２,２０１２,７．ActuallyK．H．Kingalsosupportsthisperspective．Inhis
language,sanctificationmeansfullSalvation．SeeJacobsen,ThinkingintheSpirit,１７９.

http://ag．org/top/Beliefs/Statement_of_Fundamental_Truths/sft_full．cfm＃７(accessedAugust２５,２０１３).

DonaldStampsed．TheFullLifeStudyBible (GrandRapids:Zondervan,１９９０),２４４.
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“Thereare manypeople whocannotdistinguishthegiftofsanctificationandthegiftof
empowerment;hence,somehaveconfusedsanctificationwithBaptismintheHolySpirit．However
it􀆳swrong,onlythegiftofenablingcanberegardedasBaptismintheHolySpirit．Therearestill
someothersrefertheanointingoftheHolySpirittoBaptismintheHolySpirit,sothattheyfailto
pursuittherealpowerofPentecostalglory．〔５８〕”

Inanotherissueofthispaper,thewriterreaffirmedthedifferencebetweenconversionand
empowerment:

Somepeoplequestion whetheranyonecanpossesstheSpiritofGod withoutspeakingin
tongues? Theanswerwillbeyes,thosebornbyGoddohaveSpiritofGod,justlikethosebornby
parentshavespiritandcharactersoftheirparents,andthusthosebeingbornbyGodarethesame．
However,possessingtheSpiritofGoddoesnotmeanhavingtheBaptismoftheHolySpirit．What
theBaptismoftheHolySpiritmeansisobtainingGod􀆳sindwelling,insteadofemergingfromGod．．．
thebookofGalatians３:２７says:‘forallofyouwhowerebaptizedintoChristhaveclothedyourself
withChrist,’henceChristwillnotbaptizethosewholivewithouttheSpiritofGod．Thatistosay,

Christdidnotbaptizeusforbestowingthe HolySpiritonus,ratheritisbecausewehavehis
Spirit．．．．Hence,thebaptism ofthe HolySpiritmeanssomeonewhohasexperiencedthe Holy
Spirit􀆳sabidingbothinternallyandoutwardly．〔５９〕

Aswecansee,SpiritＧBaptisminPentecostalTruthsreflectstheclassicalTrinitarianperspective
whichdistinguishesBaptismintheSpiritfromconversionorregeneration．Furthermore,accordingto
theHongKongPentecostalMission,SpiritＧBaptismismeantforthosewhohavebeensanctified．〔６０〕

Apparently,MokandhischurchbynomeansmixedupsanctificationandSpiritＧBaptism,thoughthe
formersomehowisalmostsynonymoustoconversion〔６１〕．TrinitarianPentecostalsingeneralstrictly
affirmthedistinctionbetweenconversionandSpirit－Baptismandaddressthelatterinconjunction
withthephenomenonofspeakingintonguesastheinitialevidence．Insupportofthis,theyquotesoＧ
calledkeypassagesinthebookofActs．IfconversionandSpiritＧBaptismarethesamething,then
speakingintonguesbecomesarequirementforsalvation．Infact,Trinitarian Pentecostals were
preventingtheunderstandingthatspeakingintonguesisanessentialprerequisiteforsalvationfrom
SpiritＧBaptismor “Fullnessofthe HolySpirit．”TrinitarianPentecostaldenominationssuchas
AssembliesofGodrejected,asearlyas１９１５,theidentificationofrebirthandthebaptismofthe

４９

〔５８〕

〔５９〕

〔６０〕

〔６１〕

PentecostalTruthsVol．１,No．１１(１９０８):２.

PentecostalTruthsVol．２,No．１３(１９０９):２.

PentecostalTruthsVol．２,No．７(１９０９):２.

Au,“‘NowYeAreClean’,”７.
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Spiritasafalsedoctrine．Theydonotregardthebaptism ofthe HolySpiritasnecessaryto
salvation,〔６２〕while Oneness Pentecostalsand Berntsen maintainthatSpiritＧBaptism relatesto
rebirth,andthereforeisanintegralelementofthe“complexunity”forfullsalvation．

Tosumup,PopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruthsactuallyreflecttwodifferenttypes
ofPentecostaltraditionsbutstudieshaveseldomaddressedthisnuance．Theymoreoftenthannot
considerthesetwopapersasmediaforspreadingPentecostalism．Iarguethatfortheologicalinsights
isimportantforonetosurveyareligiousgroup．Forexample,inthecaseofPentecostalism,despite
Berntsen and Mok􀆳s congregations􀆳 emphasis on speaking in tongues,they have diverse
understandingsofit．Berntsenstatedthatspeakingintonguesisnecessaryforregenerationwhile
Mokfollowedthe HolinessPentecostaltraditionandaffirmedthatspeakingintonguesisnot
connectedwithsalvation,buttheinitialsignforempowermentbytheHolySpirit．

３．３　PopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruthsinshapingtheTrueJesusChurch
Thecomparisonabovealsotriggersanissue whichisconnected with what DanielBays

mentioned,thatis,theTJChasitsrootsinthesetwoperiodicals,inparticularPentecostalTruths．In
reality,thetextbookhasbeenreadandcitedimmenselyintheTJC􀆳seducationsystemforbelievers
andclergies—ThedoctrineoftheHolySpirit(圣灵论)writtenbyXieShundaocitedthesetwo
periodicalsasmaterialswhenthisbookintroducedthePentecostalmovement．Inaddition,thelibrary
oftheTJCTaiwangeneralassemblycollectedduplicatedcopiesofthesetwopapersandonecansee
theChurch􀆳spioneer􀆳s—HuangChengcong—stamponeveryissue．Tosomeextent,PopularGospel
TruthsandPentecostalTruthsarethewindowsthrough whichtheTJC􀆳sfolksunderstandthe
Pentecostalmovement,inspiteofsomeincorrectdescriptions．InXie􀆳saccount,heseemstohave
failedtobeconsciousofthedifferencebetweenBerntsenandMok,ashestatedthatbothadvocate
speakingintonguesasnecessaryforreceivingtheHolySpirit．Obviously,Xiedoesnotknowthat
mostPentecostalsaddressSpiritＧBaptismasbeingsubsequenttoregeneration．

Accordingtostudies,thefoundingfathersoftheTJC,inparticularPaulWei,hadconnections
withBerntsen􀆳sApostolicFaith Mission,theeditorandfounderofPopularGospelTruths．TJC􀆳s
onenessPentecostaldoctrinemayhavebeeninfluencedbyhimandasIargued,itseemsthatTJC
mayhavedeeperrootsinPopularGospelTruths becauseofits moredirectrelationship with
Berntsen．However,BaysstatesthattheTJChaditsearliestrootsinPentecostalTruths．Onthis
point,Idonothavefurtherdocumentstoproveit．Inmyopinion,PopularGospelTruthsmighthave
hadmoreinfluenceontheTJC．Here,theconnectionofthethreefoundingfathersoftheTJCwith
PopularGospelTruthsmayprovideuswithsomeclues．Tostartwith,BarnabasZhangreportedthat
inthespringof１９１４,BerntsenandZhaoDelicametovisithiminShandong．Zhangalsomentioned
thisinPopularGospelTruths,althoughhecriticizedthatthispaperisfulloffalseteachings,〔６３〕

５９

〔６２〕

〔６３〕

WalterHollenweger,ThePentecostals(Minneapolis:Augsburg,１９７２),３３２．InherPhDDissertationatHarvardUniversity,

MelissaInouye,alectureroftheUniversityofAuckland,NewZealandnotonlymadecomparisonbetweenPopularGospelTruthsand
PentecostalTruths,theTJC􀆳searliestNewsPaperUniversalCorrectionChurchTimeswasalsoincluded．Accordingtohercomparative
study,allthethreeconnectedspeakingintongueswithsalvation．Obviously,shewasnotconsciousofthedifferentiationsofdoctrines
amongPentecostalism,toputsimply,shedoesnotknowthatKeswick/“FinishedWork”PentecostalsandHolinessPentecostalsbyno
meansadvocatetheconceptthattonguesspeakingisconnected withone􀆳ssalvation．See Melissa WeiＧTsingInouye,“Miraculous
Mundane:TheTrueJesusChurchandChinesChristianityinTwentiethCentury,”(PhDdiss．,HarvardUniversity,２０１０),８８Ｇ８９.

Zhang,Chuandaoji,９.
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whichatleastdemonstratesthatBarnabasZhangusedtoreadthisnewspapercritically．Secondly,

ZhangLingshengparticipatedineditorialworkandreportedforPopularGospelTruths．Inissueno．
１５,ZhangLingshengreportedapieceofnewsaboutaPentecostalmeetingheldinShangdong,his
hometown,andeditedatleasttwoarticlesinthesameissueofPopularGospelTruths．〔６４〕Thirdly,

PaulWei,theofficiallyapproveddirectfounderofTJC〔６５〕wasaffiliatedwithPentecostalmovement
throughBerntsen．ComparedtothePentecostalTruth,WeimighthavecomeacrossPopularGospel
Truthsearlier．Inaddition,BerntseninsistedontheOnenessPentecostaldoctrineinhisperiodical,

includingGodheadandSpirit－Baptismasanecessaryprerequisiteforsalvation．Thisissimilarto
whattheTJCbelieves．However,chronologically,TJC􀆳sfoundingfathersespeciallyBarnabasZhang
andZhangLingshenmighthavefirstacquiredthePentecostalTruthasDanielBaysaffirmed．Some
duplicatedcopiesofPentecostalTruthIhaveobtainedhaveastampof “The ApostolicFaith
Mission,Shanghai”,whichmeansthatthispaperhadbeencollectedbythelatter．Accordingtothe
TJC􀆳sreport,ZhangLingshengcontactedApostolicFaithMissioninShanghaiin１９０９throughhis
sonZhangFuchuan〔６６〕whilethepublicationofthePentecostalTruthbeganfrom１９０８．Thusthereis
apossibilitythatZhangLingshenghadreadthispaperwhilevisitingShanghai．

InresponsetoBays,IfoundsomethingworthnotinginthePentecostalTruths．Doctrinally,the
TJCseemstobeclosetothePopularGospelTruths．Practicallyhowever,thereisapossibilitythe
rootsoftheTJC􀆳sreligiouspracticeslieinthePentecostalTruths．TheTJChasbeenusuallyknown
asaPentecostalＧtypegroup,practicingspeakingintonguesatcorporateprayers．Besidesprayingin
tongues,worshippersregularlymanifestbodilyvibrationsandshakingofthehands,〔６７〕whichisalso
uniqueamongworldwidePentecostals．Infact,theirofficialteachingssaythatbodilyshakingis
anotherevidenceofreceivingtheHolySpirit．Forthis,theyquoteandinterprettheBookofActs８:

１７－１９:“ThenPeterandJohnplacedtheirhandsonthem,andtheyreceivedtheHolySpirit．When
SimonsawthattheSpiritwasgivenatthelayingonoftheapostles􀆳hands,heofferedthem money
andsaid,‘GivemealsothisabilitysothateveryoneonwhomIlaymyhandsmayreceivetheHoly
Spirit．’”XiearguedthereasonSimonwantedtobuytheabilityforlayingonofhandsforbestowing
theHolySpiritishesawtheHolySpiritfallonthosebelieversastheapostleswerelayingtheir
handsonthem．ThisdemonstratedthatwhentheSpiritfalluponpeople,there mustbevisible
evidencebesidesspeakingintongues,whichXieaffirmstobebodilyshaking．Inaddition,heargued
thataccordingtoAct４:“Aftertheyprayed,theplacewheretheyweremeetingwasshaken．．．”

indicatedthatthereportofthisexperiencesubstitutedtheearthquakefor“tongueoffire”and“a

６９

〔６４〕

〔６５〕

〔６６〕

〔６７〕

PopularGospelTruth No．１５(１９１７):７.

IssueonthedirectfounderoftheTJCisverycomplicatedpolitically,BarnabasZhangmaintainedthatheestablishedthe
churchearlierthanPaulWei,thiscontroversyeventuallyresultedinaseparationintonorthandsouthcamps.

Xie,Shenglinglun,１７５.

DengZhaoming,“IndigenousChinesePentecostalDenominations,”inAsianandPentecostal:TheCharismaticFaceof
ChristianityinAsiaeds．AllanAndersonandEdmondTang(Oxford:Regnum,２００５),４４４．AlsoseeM．A．Rubinstein,“Taiwan,”in
TheNewInternationalDictionaryofPentecostalandCharismaticMovementseds．StanleyM．BurgessandEduardM．VanDerMass
(GrandRapids:Zondervan,２００３),２６３．Accordingtomyexperienceandsurvey,theirbelievers􀆳expressioninprayerisslightlydifferent
fromwhichofotherpentecostalgroupsthroughouttheworld,theircorporateprayerstartswithasentence:‘InthenameofLordJesus
wepray,hallelujahpraiseLordJesus’,andthenthosekneeldownworshippersbegintoshaketheirbodyupanddownwiththeirhands
folded,andspeakintonguessimultaneously．IhaveseenandprayedwithTJC􀆳sbelieversintheirmeetingsforseveraltime,asa
Pentecostalinsider,Ifoundoutthediversityinidentity.
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soundliketheblowingofaviolentwind,”asreportedinthePentecosteventinAct２．Hesaidthat
thiscanbecalledthesecondPentecostandtherefore,theSpiritfallinguponpeopleandmakingtheir
bodiesshakeisnotstrange．〔６８〕Besidesspeakingintongues,itcouldbeconstruedasevidenceof
receivingtheHolySpirit,otherthanspeakingintongues．Thisphenomenonisalsoveryusualinthe
TJC􀆳scorporateprayer．Interestingly,inVolume３,No．２ofPentecostalTruths,acolumntitled“The
ReasonofShaking”alsodiscussedthisissue．Thearticlecomparessuchshaking,namelythecoming
oftheHolySpirit,tosuddenwindandrain;thosewhoencounterwindandrainwillshakeormove．
AnothercasetheauthorofthisarticlecitesisEzekiel３７:７,wherethebonesinthevalleyalsomoved
whentheSpiritcameanditwasbothvisibleandaudible．Furthermore,Mokincreasinglyregarded
thephenomenonoffallingtotheground (nowadaysknownasbeing “overcomebytheSpirit”or
“slainintheSpirit”)asseeninPentecostalmeetings〔６９〕andsimilareventsrecordedintheNew
Testamentasshakingormoving．Forexample,inMok􀆳sopinion,Paul􀆳sexperienceinDamascusand
John“fallingathisfeet”intheBookofRevelationcanbeviewedasshakingaswell．〔７０〕

Thedescriptionabouttheshakingofthebodyseemstobesimilarbutbeingestablishedonthe
differentbasisofBibleverses,thoughtatleastitdemonstratedthatshaking mightbeanormal
experiencein HongKongPentecostalMissionaswell．However,IcannotassertthattheTJC􀆳s
practiceofshakingbodilyduring meetingsoriginatedfromthePentecostalTruths;neithercanI
affirmwhetherthephenomenonofshakingbetweenMok􀆳schurchandtheTJCareoneandthesame
accordingtothedescriptioninPentecostalTruths．Exceptfortheclueabove,Ihavenotdiscovered
anyotherevidencetoprovethattheTJChasitsearliestrootsinthePentecostalTruths．Inbrief,if
onesurveyseachissueofthisperiodical,andcomparesittotheTJC􀆳sdoctrineorstatementoffaith,

hewilldiscoverthattheyproclaimtwodifferenttypesofPentecostaltraditions．Incontrast,ifone
comparesPopularGospelTruthswiththeTJC􀆳smessage,thesimilaritybetweenthem willnotbe
difficulttorecognize．Onceagain,Ihavetopointoutthatthetheologicaldiversitybetweenthesetwo
periodicalshasnotbeenaddressedbyresearchers．EventheTJC􀆳sfolksmaynotbeawareofiteither
astheysimplyknowthatboththepapershadbeenpublishedtoproclaimthenecessityofreceiving
theHolySpiritandspeakingintongues．〔７１〕ItisalsoapparentthattheTJChasanimaginationthat
world wide Pentecostaldenominationsorgroupscombineconversion/regeneration with SpiritＧ
Baptismaccompaniedbyspeakingintonguesastheyhavedone．Ontheotherhand,iftheTJChadits
earliestrootsinPentecostalTruthsasProf．DanielBayshassuggested,IwouldsaythattheTJC􀆳s
foundingfathersmisinterpretedandmisunderstoodwhatPentecostalTruthsspreadontheissueof
baptismintheHolySpirit．Asaresult,myconclusionisthatPopularGospelTruthshadadeep
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〔７０〕

〔７１〕

Xie,DoctrineoftheHolySpirit,１９７.

Interestingly,theTJCregardsfallingtothegroundasbeignpossessedbyademon．Xiereferstothiskindofphenomenaas
shoutingandrollingontheground,whichareveryusualinthePentecostalchurch,andtheyarenotrelevanttotheHolySpirit,but
rathertheevilspirit．Seeibid,３７２．Moreinterestingly,accordingtoatestimonyaboutapentecostalmeetingheldinTaian,Shangdong
province,ZhangLingshengreported,sevenfemaleswerebaptizedintheHolySpiritandfelltothegroundbytheHolySpirit,though
thiscasewasprevioustotheestablishmentoftheTJCandwasirrelevanttotheTJC􀆳sfolks,Zhangadmittedthatthiskindof
phenomenoncamefromthe HolySpirit．However,aftertheestablishmentofthedenomination,fallingtothegroundcametobe
consideredasanevilspirit􀆳swork．Ithinkitmaybeastereotypeofinstitutionalizingofcultstowardsdenomination.

PentecostalTruthsVol．３,No．２(１９１０):３.

Xie,DoctrineoftheHolySpirit,１７２.
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influenceonthe TJC􀆳stheologicalformation (relatively),fortheformerreflectsthe Oneness
PentecostalissuewhicharticulatedtheOnenessofGodhead．Thecombinationofconversionand
SpiritＧBaptismbeingsimilartowhattheTJChasstated,PentecostalTruthsmighthaveconveyedthe
thoughttotheTJC􀆳spioneerearlier．

Conclusion
PopularGospelTruths andPentecostalTruths wereusedtospreadPentecostalmessagetoChinese

Christians．However,theyreflecttwodifferentcategoriesofPentecostaltraditions．Theformerhaditsrootsin
OnenessPentecostalism,whichcombinedconversion/regeneration,sanctificationandSpiritＧBaptismintoasingle
experience．InOnenessPentecostalism,speakingintonguesisnotonlyasignofempowermentbutisalso
connectedwithsalvation．ThelatterrepresentsHolinessPentecostalswhichemphasizedthethreeＧstepmodelof
ordosalutis．Hence,conversion/regenerationandsanctificationaredistinguishedfrom “beingbaptizedinthe
HolySpirit”．Suchtheologicalquestionsneedtoberaisedanddiscussed,forthePentecostalmovementhadhad
itsdiversitysincethebeginning,andsomemajorschismsamongthemwere,moreoftenthannot,resultantfrom
differentunderstandingsofdoctrines．SociologicalandhistoricalresearchonChinesePentecostalmovementcan
notneglectthetheologicalaspect,whichneednotbeconsideredassubjectiveorconfessionalonly．Rather,it
enablesresearcherstounderstandwhatthereligiousgrouptheystudyisthinking．

Intheeraofthebeginningof２０thcenturywhencommunicationmediawererelativelylimited,

periodicalslikePopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruthstosomeextentplayedtheroleof
networkＧbuildingforthenewＧbornPentecostalmovementandforthosemissionariesscatteredover
differentpartsoftheworld．ThereaderswereabletoknowthespreadofPentecostalmovementin
otherprovinces—eveninforeigncountries—becauseoftheseperiodicals．Thus,theyhadasignificant
ecumenicaleffect．Nevertheless,towhatextentPopularGospelTruthsandPentecostalTruthshave
impactedChristiansinChinaissomethingthatstillrequiresfurtherresearch．
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汉语题目:
两份早期五旬宗报刊的比较研究:«通传福音真理报»和«五旬节真理报»

叶先秦,台湾中原大学,通讯位址:台湾桃园市中坜区新兴路３８号．电子邮件:iapsianchin＠gmail．com,电话:＋８８６９６０６４６３２３

提要:不同于罗马天主教,新教在海外传教事业上向来重视以报刊为媒介,藉此互通宣教禾场上的消息,并促进宣教士
之间的联系.在北美的五旬节运动创始初期,亚苏萨街传道会等五旬宗差传机构也发行各种期刊,以期在「使徒信心」
运动参与者中建立网络关系.这些在五旬节运动早期发行的报刊可以被视为了解全球五旬节运动诸起源的重要参照
点之一,若干早期中国的华洋五旬宗人士也发行中文的五旬宗报刊以传播五旬节信仰.«通传福音真理报»和«五旬节
真理报»这两份最早的中文五旬节报刊,分别型塑了中国两道不同分流的五旬节运动或五旬节型态信仰—真耶稣教会
以及香港五旬节会.两者的主编均亲炙曾参与亚苏撒街复兴运动并受其差派的宣教士,而两份刊物其实也正反映出北
美五旬节运动两种不同的面向—圣洁五旬宗和独一神论五旬宗的信仰.本文将对两份刊物进行比较,并探讨其中关于
成圣和灵洗这两项五旬节派核心教义的论述.

关键词:中国五旬节运动;真耶稣教会;独一神论五旬宗;中国基督教
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