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The Pilgrim’s Progress of China:

Interpreting The Record of Enlightenment (1895)
as a Religious and Historical Allegory

T ORI RERE )
— (RUEGEE) (1895) MR BB SR

KWwWONG CHI-LEUNG
Ji A R

Abstract

The New Age Novel contest in 1895 gave rise to the earliest set of
Chinese-authored Christian novels. Some of the contestants imitated
The Pilgrim’s Progress, the classic English devotional literature, in
terms of the genre of allegory, the characters, symbols or plot to express
their thoughts on national survival. Qimengzhiyao (The Record of
Enlightenment) can be treated as a masterpiece among these works.
This essay aims to illustrate two levels of meaning hidden behind
Qimengzhiyao including the religious and the historical. In the story of
Qimengzhiyao the landscapes are used to symbolize the abstract ideas
of Christian doctrine and the circumstances that missionaries faced in

KWONG Chi-leung (KUANG Zhiliang B% K ) is PhD graduate of religious studies, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong.
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late-Qing China. This research also enhances our understanding of the
reception of The Pilgrim’s Progress in late-Qing China.

Keywords: New Age novel, Qimengzhivao (The Record of
Enlightenment), The Pilgrim’s Progress, late-Qing Christian novels
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! Patrick Hanan, “The New Novel before the New Novel—John Fryer’s Fiction Contest,”
in Chinese Fiction of the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries: Essays by Patrick
Hanan (New York: Columbia University Press, 2004), 124—43.

HRIHELE 1895 4F 6 H 9% CEBSMEGE) XK - 1% 3 U “Chinese Prized

Story”: “It is hoped that students, teachers and pastors connected with the various mis-

S

sionary establishments in China will be shown the accompanying advertisement and en-
couraged to take part in the competition; so that some really interesting and valuable
stories, in the easiest Wen-Ii, may be produced, of a Christian rather than a merely ethical
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tone, which will supply a long felt want and serve as popular reading books all over the
Empire.” £ Hanan, “The New Novel before the New Novel,” 131-32.
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4 M. H. Abrams and Geoffrey Galt Harpham, 4 Glossary of Literary Terms, 11th ed. (Stam-
ford, CT: Cengage Learning, 2015), 8-9.

15 E. Glenn Hinson, “The Progression of Grace: A Re-reading of The Pilgrim’s Progress,”
Spiritus: A Journal of Christian Spirituality 3, no. 2 (Fall 2003): 256—60.
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