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Theology as a Vocation

Stephen CHAN
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Associate Professor
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- Abstract

The essay aims to describe Sino-Christian theology in
terms of its spirit, understood in a Weberian sense. Ever since
its inception in .the 1980’s, Sino-Christian theology has
become a vanguard movement in the field of Christian studies
in Mainland China. Numerous studies have been made to
study this theological movement, in terms of its history and
prospect, as well as its theoretical coherence. Instead, as often
substantiated by many scholars, Sino-Christian theology does
not exhibit a clear consensus on its theoretical framework. It is
a variegated cross-disciplinary movement which covers
Biblical studies, Christian histofy to systematic and
philosophical theology. The major assumption of this essay is
to postulate that a genuine definition of Sino-Christian
theology is neither by its content nor by its methodology. The
central unifying force behind all these academic endeavors is a

progressive spirit towards the Christian value in the context of
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post-1979 era of China. This spirit, in the Weberian sense, is a
sense of one’s calling in times of socio-political and cultural
changes. By borrowing Weber’s idea of calling and vocation, I
believe we can better capture the spirit of the majority of PRC
Chinese scholars involved in Christian studies today. The
cultural idea of calling, originally derived from the Christian
faith, is being enlarged and modified by Chinese intellectuals
to affirm the value of Christian studies in the context of China
today. The consequence is an intricate interplay of multiple
roles and intellectual strategies exhibit in the scholars
themselves as well as in their academic works. As Sino-
Christian theology continues to develop, this multiplicity will
gives rise to ever more plurality, and thus provide tremendous
opportunity for the lively experiment of Christian theology in

contemporary China.
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