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At the introduction it is written that “this small message… takes you to the vastness of the benevolence of Islam as you can walk through its shades, and pick up its ripen fruit to let goodness widespread in the Islamic nation, empowering the bonds become as one (i.e. they will become one unity), and the least in rank has the right to protect whom he wishes, and they (Muslims) become one hand against their enemies, and they take the hand of the lost humanity in the ways of darkness to the right path- the path of light”.
Al-Hilali says that “benevolence appears in every matter in Islam; whether enjoined or forbidden matters, whether a small or big. It works as a new revival for ethics in its essence, ways, manners, and strategies (or systems)”. In some other pages he follows up saying “benevolence of Islam is a concept which is deeper that the modern humanitarian concept for benevolence of Islam oversteps visuals and appearances to the essence and inner side of the soul, and benevolence of Islam lasts forever unlike the modern humanitarian concept which dies as soon as the human progeny has come to an end on earth, but benevolence of Islam connects the Muslims with the hereafter when he will be admitted by his Lord’s mercy to the Gardens of Delight and gain his proportion of Paradise as much as he dealt in benevolence (with others in this world)”.
Al-Hilali says “my wonder will never cease of those Muslims writers who call the benevolence of Islam as the “humanity of Islam” imitating those who are disbelievers!” he follows up saying “those people have fallen in many mistakes, one after another: the first (of these mistakes) is that they bartered that which is good for that which is bad and mean for they adopted a temporal man-made idiom and ignored the Islamic idiom which many verses of the Holy Qur’an and authentic hadiths bear. The last (of these mistakes) is that they narrowed an ample concept; the concept of benevolence in Islam is so vast and much broader than the humanitarian circle.”
Beginning from the prophet’s (PBUH) light “the best (deeds of) faith are patience and benevolence” Al-Hilali questioned what is benevolence? To follow up answering “it is the goodness of soul (which is) out of generosity, relaxation and delight of the chest (heart) out of purity and piety, tenderness in character out of easiness and simplicity, cheerfulness of the face out of smiling face, being humble towards the believing Muslims with no humiliation of the self, simplicity when dealing with other Muslims with no deceit or cheating, making things easy (on others) when calling to Allah (and his religion) but without flattery or baseless compliment, and being submissive to the religion of Allah, without sickness.
The prophet (PBUH) said: “the best of people is he who bears a pious heart, and a truthful tongue.” It was said, “What is a pious heart?” He said: “it is the one that is pure, devote and bears no sin, transgression, nor envy.” It was said, “Who comes after him?” He said, “The one who shuns this world and loves the Hereafter.” It was said, “Who comes after him (in rank)?” He said, “A believer who bears good manners.”

After that the book explains benevolence in Islam and the gates of benevolence through the following subtitles benevolence when selling, buying and paying back debts, benevolence in debts and demanding debts, benevolence in knowledge, benevolence regarding honor, benevolence through tolerance.
In the following title “superiorities of benevolence” Al-Hilali explains that benevolence remits sins, is a source of mercy, delivers one from distresses of the Day of Resurrection, and protects the benevolent from the Hell-fire. He follows up telling things that help in being benevolent i.e. repressing anger, forgiving and pardoning (other’s mistakes), and hoping for that which is Allah (of good) and having good thought in Him.
The book after that gives some examples of the prophet’s benevolence in buying and selling and when he paid back debts, following that with examples of benevolence, then things one should do such as being angry when one of Allah’s laws is violated and things we should ward off like mixing between benevolence and taking the disbelievers as protectors and guardians. He says “the Muslim is ordered to be benevolent towards people of the Scripture (the Jews and Christians) but he is forbidden to take them as guardians or protecting friends, and his (Muslim’s) way is to establish his religion and his unique system which could not meet with the way of people of the scripture. And whatever benevolence he (Muslim) shows to them, they will not be satisfied until he gives up his religion and then they will be one hand against him”.

How naïve it is to think that we (Muslims) and they (the people of the scripture) have the same way to establish the religion of Allah against the disbelievers and atheists when war is against Muslims. (Saber)
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