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Cultural Symbols and the Intertextuality
in the Book of Ruth

MO Zhengyi

Abstract: The paper analyses the cultural symbols in the

hook of Ruth from three perspectives, namely, literary
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representative methodology, religious belief, and historic
transmission, to illustrate the intertextuality in the context of the
story. These cultural symbols are constantly applied in different
scriptures of the Hebrew Bible, which correlates, corresponds
and explains one another in its meaning. Therefore, a successful
interpretation of The Story of Ruth can be reached only when
necessary study related to concerned scriptures is made. In
addition, the study indicates that there should not be a static
view toward the meanings of the cultural symbols in the Hebrew
Bible. Instead, it should demeonstrate the dynamic continuation
that is affected by the historic changes, mixture of diverse
cultures and the variations of the social environments.

Key words: cultural symbols; intertextuality; the Book of
Ruth ; the Hebrew Bible
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