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An Apology for Theodicy: Reconsideration of the Symbols
in Moby-Dick

iROK
Zhang Xin

Abstract: The religious meanings of Moby-Dick have long been
discussed by researchers. From the perspective of genetic study, this
essay connects the main theological concepts such as cosmology, sin
and sovereignty of God in American Puritanism, analyses - their
influences on Moby-Dick and argues that this novel is an apology for
Christian theodicy. Meanwhile, in its apologetical reflections, the
novel is clearly a precursor of modern American literature.
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® See Sharon Cameron, The Corporeal Self: Allegories of the Body in Melville and
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