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Abstract

With special reference to the works of James L. Fredericks and
Keith Ward, this paper aims to suggests that as an attempt to do
Christian theology with the resources from both Christian and
non-Christian religions, comparative theology is not merely a response
to the context of religious pluralism, but also a method of doing
theology in university setting. These two characteristics of comparative
theology — pluralistic as well as academic - are particularly welcome by
Sino-Christian theology for two main reasons.

Firstly, the Chinese speaking world is religious pluralistic. By
pluralistic, it means not only that there are many religions co-existing in
China, but also that religious pluralism is a value treasured by many
Chinese. Religious syncretism, especially among Confucianism,
Buddhism and Taoism, has a rather long history in China. Many
Chinese religious thinkers articulated their religious thought with the
resources from various religious traditions. In this sense, comparative
theology has been practiced in China for many centuries.

Sino-Christian theology, as a theological method attempt to do theology
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with the Chinese cultural resources, which include the religious
resources, should therefore welcome the approach of comparative
theology.

Secondly, due to the political reasons, Christian theology has not
been well recognized as an academic discipline in China. The
confessional approach to Christian theology is particularly rejected by
universities. What Sino-Christian theology endeavours to establish is
the academic status of Christian theology in the university system of
Mainland China. The approach of comparative theology may receive
less resistance from the university and thus can help the development of

university-based Christian theology in Mainland China.
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