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Life-community: the Foundational Category of Ecological Ethnics She Zhengrong O Party School of
CPC Guangdong Provincial Committee, Guangzhou, Guangdong510053, Chinall Abstract: In
foundational category of every kind of nowadays’ ecological ethnics, exists limitations. In respect of
theory premises, the limitation lies in the thinking method of annulling the differences of complex
whole with the universality of essentialism, in respect of argument materials the limitation lies in
separating of natural science and humanities and social science, in respect of logic inferences the
limitation lies in simplifying the relation between “be” and “should to”, and all these limitations make
it difficult to validate reasonably to whom human beings have the ecological duty and what kind of
ecological duty human beings bear. But the category “life-community” has not these serious
limitations. Having analyzed the advantages of the category “life-community” over the category
“biotic community” put forward by Leopold, the author concludes that the category “life
community” should supersede the category “biotic community”, and then the author clarifies the
important meaning of the foundational category “life community” for establishing ecological ethnics.
Key words: The foundational category, theory premises, life community
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