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The Legal Cultural Conflicts Of Fujian Ancestor Worship Disputes In The Late
Qing Dynasty
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Abstract ; In the related studies of ancestor worship disputes between Christians and the local people
in the late Qing dynasty, neither the domestic nor foreign academic circles have placed sufficient
attention on Chinese and Western legal cultural differences. From the perspective of the causes of
disputes, the Chinese legal thought on property inheritance was closely connected with their
obligation for ancestor worship. The Western legal tradition emphasizes that the right of inheritance
couldn’t be deprived. Therefore, differences of the combining or dividing of the right of property
inheritance and the obligation of ancestor worship, were the important causes of the disputes of
ancestor worship. From the perspective of the litigation process, the Chinese legal system focused
on “reason”, while the Western legal system focused on “ provision”. This difference is the
important reason why Christians were in a good position while entering the proceedings of litigation.

Key terms: Fujian, Ancestor Worship, Legal Culture, Conflict
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