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The Wisdom Hermeneutic of Jacobian View of
| Pain and Suffering

(K158
K. K. Yeo

Abstract: The Book of James has a Hebraic view of sutfering and
death. Like the author of Ecclesiastes, James accepts that life and
death are tragedies; but like Job, James praises God for life as divine
grace. The article explicates Jamesian hermeneutic from Jewish
traditions. It explains how the suffering Messiah motif impacts
James’ understanding of life. The article ends with the ways in which
the truth, the goodness and the beauty of life could be appreciated and
lived out as God’.s grace. The thesis of the article demonstrates the
compatibility of James’ wisdom with that of his predecessors-God’s
transcendental wisdom cannot be fully comprehended. James teaches
that faith in the Messiah and friendship with God gives the believer
hope and power to overcome sin and pain in life. James believes that
though the cause of suffering is a mystery, friendship with God

empowers individuals to face life, death and hardship.




Keywords: James/Jacob, Jewish Wisdom, Messiah, Third Day, Pain
and Suffering ’
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® Cf. Richard J. Bauckham, James: Wisdom of James, Disciple of Jesus the
Sage (London: Routledge, 1999), passim.
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- und Kirche 81 (1984): 1-30; Luke Timothy Johnson, The Letter of James: A New

Translation with Introduction and Commentary (Anchor Bible 37A. New York:
Doubleday, 1995), 176-183.
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® £ Karl-Wilhelm Niebuhr, ““A New Perspective on James’? Neuere
Forschungen zum Jakobusbrief,” Theologische Literaturzietung 129 (2004):
1019-1044.
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® Paul M. van Buren, According to the Scriptures. The Origins of the
Gospel and of the Church’s Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998),
45-47.

® Luke Timothy Johnson, “Friendship with the World/Friendship with God:
A Study of Discipleship in James,” in F. F. Segovia, ed., Discipleship in the New
Testament (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985), 166-183.
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® Yvonne Sherwood, “Binding-Unbinding: Divided Responses of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam to the ‘Sacrifice’ of Abraham’s Beloved Son,” Journal of
American Academy of Religion 72 (4, 2004): 821-861.
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® Donald Juel, Messianic Exegesis: Christological Interpretation of the Old
Testament in Early Christianity (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988), passim; van Buren,
According to the Scriptures, passim. Brown Nl s Aqedah 52 EEEME—RY
2HEM G BB - 2M89“Appendix VI: The Sacrifice of Isaac and the
Passion,” in his The Death of the Messiah (New York: Doubleday, 1994),
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Transformation of Child Sacrifice in Judaism and Christianity (New Haven and
London: Yale University Press, 1993), 22-23.
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