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Abstract

Most researches on Xu Guangqi focus on his role of
spreading Catholicism in China as a Chinese catholic, and on
the roles of introducing western science and technology into
China. These roles all took place after Xu became an official
in the court. Xu became a bureaucrat when he was 43 years
old. His first contact with Catholicism was in his 36 when he
met Lfizaro Catfino in Shaozhou. Therefore, at least before
Xu’s 30, he had no connection with Catholicism. He just lived
as a normal Chinese Confucian. What had Xu done in his early
life? Xu’s earlier experience has been omitted in his work and
researches on him. This article focuses on the early life of Xu

and the reason that help Xu to change his belief from
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Confucian to Catholicism. According to a record in the works

of the religion of three-in-one (if it is valid), Xu has been a
believer of that religion. We can have a new understanding on

Xu’s life and his change of belief.

Keywords: Xu Guanggqi; Lin Zhaoen; Matteo Ricci;

The Religion of Three-in-one; Catholicism
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