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A Personal Vision of China and the West
in Broad Historical Context

Matthias Christan
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ultimasely in (hristinnity though more in its seeulerived thon in its refigious foom. It orgues that Ckire must seareh for the mats
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Introduction

We live ooy in o world of chunge aml unresl. We are experienscing o process of evelulion
which bezun fifty or more yours ago and scoms to grow fester smd foster, Many different fuctors influ
cnco this proiess and drive it one They may be politicsl and coonemic, social snd peyehological
epiritual and religinns. Never before har mankind reached soch mombers in the world, nor felt fteelf
|an $I,I1,'..II an exlen] = an ir|l.i:|1_:|_|r||||::|;,:l.:;:1;] poil, .|'Ll'l;ltl_'!" wez L 1':|||.|_||| ]ll:ur ul‘ l,]i:_tl.alll,. EJ]“I_‘.!::; lﬂl-l_]'l lJilTi:ltlll.
hummen 1deas snd belicfs | customs wnd valucs ; in meny places we cxpenomes these differcnees por-
somally, It may be as residents | tourists, workers or students in large citics, or in smaller proups .,
even living tngether in villages or amomg familiea. This enltoral variety makea life eolorful and rvich,
bul can also be challenging, especially once you ame loroed o clange some o your own ideas and
wuys of beluving, vr simply Lo seeepl the chunge of vour envimonment, Slowly bul surely mosl Ghings
and valucs appear to be undergoing change, and many arcas of life soem to be muled by what is por-
eeived] tn he fashionahle.

Never before has Man Fell so much Lo be the ruler of e word, bl then suddenly mews of nul-
wrul catpstrophes of unexpecled proportions may ghlen bim, or envirnmentsl guestions eowld cre-
ate much conecrn. At other times we may hear of social unrest, or cven uprisings . in countrics in
which tradition or a strong govemment secmcd to be in foll contral. At yot another moment an con-
noenige erisis Dhmws o goes of [ﬁ_‘l,l‘_;lll: indy pamie, We experienges by fi,lr:r_l-h,lg-;iﬁ are shpken or bregk
dvwn, and how relizion in muny secieties incressinely retreats from public lfe and becomes o pr-
vate mutter.

There ia atill another dimensiom which can influence our awarensss: The growing knowledge
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ahout the imimaginahly large size of the universe. Since our own experience of time and space is in
oy l;;r_llrlpunuljll:: FJI'I,III_H_II'I.I-i,:III wfl]'l l]u: enlire ulll-'p'u:r',y:, e n:u]iL}' |_.|'|i5 Llu,:-w]udﬁ:: ]'la.n;“]r irlﬂl,.ll:lll_'.l_::. e
irmrrs el awaremesss ; yel Toome Gime (o (o (he minleness of pur Farlh or of (Fe p|a_|_r||:|,5|r}' sy slem
muy still teuch our consciousness.

e impaortant factor of our tmes is the repid development of the techpdes] commumication net-
work , which can canse hoth amazement and hewilderment. The amount and variety of information
van be ﬂ'fﬂl'“'lllj]fllill!., |':1.'cr!.' ﬂa._l.' we hear ol new ﬂﬁllﬁ:_t, Lillle womder tial the mealig inlpemse or
wmnlml e ringle ol gy pm:lplq:,

All these various factors result in people living more than before in their own world. They do
not want to be mled scoording to truditons] patteres. At the same time the distemaee bt poople
in the public malm is inercasing, and mmtual tust is weakening. They have not leamed bow to
communicate in this simation. Many familics hreak up; paremts, teachers a5 well as political and
religions leaders are inereasingly Insing anthority. People and entive cultures are in danger of losing
thesir iddenlily. Tn some secielies e polilical system s open o change, bul generally Tacks cmisis-
lerey gl b lesr IMI.-IIIE gunlss in iHhers |he govertimenl bies Lo remain in ol by selling ngr-
row goals, o koop the poople united and et the same time 0 protoct its own pEoweT.

In spite of all these changes human natore has remained the rame. The somoundings seem to
he: i eontinnons flox, yot Man still has the same hasic necda. Many proven things are still valid to-
dav, though some forms may have changed,

In this puper | would ke, Tron o cerdain dislanes, b deseribe e silualien of e inlluenliol
culiures ol socieles, e Weslern amd the Chinese, In resand o the lonoer | limil mysell mainly o
Eumpean culture, simee [ e convineed thet i the longe nm mitcllectual and cultuml factors arc
mnre formative end influcntial than political, coonemic or military oncs. Ot of the semec consideora-
tinm T rogard it as important to consider historical developments. This ia the reason why, in the first
part, T attempt to preacnt my view of Fumpean and Chincas history. Omly the sceond part trica to
provide an mlerprelalon of our preseol silwalion.

The title of this puper speuks of o personul vizon, Docs this sugeest thot it 13 moanly the sho
rng of a pemonul epindon, without any sclentfic basis? The topic s e booad . and the distanes
from some cvents ton short, to pormit a convincing, scicntific analysis. Nonctheless the paper as-
pites to be more than a private opinien. The weight of emocial judgments dependa on the amoamnt and
the mality of the 1mderying information, as well ax on the dimensionality of the point of view. This
i why | chse o begin with a shord overview of oy persenal hislory, o explain he basis of my as-
SCHEILCIITE,

1. Historical backesround

1.1 H.l,ll_'.k.ﬁl’l_ll_lrll_l al he gulhor,

1 waz bom and grew up in toditional W estern settines in o villeee in the Austrian Alps, Tou
chod by Jesus' L, I wanted to booome o pricst, and so bed to oo thoooph elussiosl bich sobusel
training in Salzhurg, a city of mosic and art. Increasingly I folt a call to help in less developed
coimtrica and to participate in mission work. Thia led me finally to enter the Socicty of the Tivine
Waord, just when the era of the Second Vatican Counedl hegan.

M}- ey :_tl_liril_,ua,]. l_lllﬂq_ly_rp]'lii:.u,] an l}m]uﬁlﬁ] I_Ia,irl-mE i oour I_'.l,:lrlﬁl'l:ﬁﬂl.l-i_lll e ﬂ:i.ﬂll,'.l.]_'r'
ul o Liene wl gempine ppening gl serigs 1_|i.l_|_||,|g-5|,||: ol e purl ol Lhes Canlbuplies Choreh withe oor eapdesrn
times and word. | cxperienced both an otmesphere of hope wnd of unrest, of loving coneem ond of
heing challenged , of gaining new insights and of painful scarching and questioning. Tt was for me
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hoth a time of mcking tummail in the depths of my heart and finally ene of finding peace and new
cynlidence,

My concem as a future missionury had slewly tomed from social and ceonemic needs to intel-
leetnal and spiritual ence. Sent to Taiwan, a long process of leaming and study began for me. T was
preparcd , slowly, to grow intn Chincse culture.  Starting with language and trying to understand
life, Thoped, step by atep, foom the present o go back into history, from daily conceme to thoughts
ol wistlom, o Earth v resch Heaven. | bod mooy belpers, (eochers and Fiends, oo simple
fulk . voung and old, to leadimy imtellectuals of the day,

In this process, undoubtedly my mecting with the modem legal scholar John C. II. Wa played
an fmportant mle. Thiz highly gifted man had grovmn np in traditional Chinese spttings | bt aoon gt
alzo o know Weslern knowledge and (hoeghl, As @ voung man he experienced his lirs) love lor Je-
sus. While studving luw in America aml Ewmope, delving deep in modem intellectunl history, e
telt a strong call to reform and modemize his own culture and country. Yet at the same time his reli-
ginus faith was shaken and he landed in agnosticiam. Tiack home he act ot to enlighten and o cdo-
cate, vet eorm experienced the frightening force of political stupples and vpheavala. From where
could be mel the sireneth ool o sive up®? Fuwlly, o (e midst of war be unespectedly come o know
the story and wntimgs of the voung French nun, Smnd Therese of Lisiews, and folt se deeply touched
by her that he decided to beonme a Catholic,

From then on, a thowmgh stdy of the intellecmal and spivimal joomey of John ©. H. Wn
l_]tH:FJI:rIl_'!'l;l Y W inlellecipgl l_]iu]r_l!.;l,u: wilh Chimese cullure, Mol url]}' Jid my Faiths in [hee roissign gl
Chrstianily Tur Ching become sirenglhened; o recenl (mes even my understanding of the develop-
ment of modem Westemn culture and the complex relstionship of Ching with the West fuok on in
eroasingly olearcr featurcs, Seme rosults of this T wish to shure in this papser,

1.2 My UIIL]!:I':!.HIII]I-IIE ol Famapseszan cullure ] ils ]'lf:slur_'.l,

Weslem eullure |_||_|r'|||.5 Lhie lumsl 200000 VEEIrS Fuus rr||,|i|||_'|r bpeasamn s.llur,u;u,l o] moaprished l‘j].' 1 hres
forecs., (o is the Tkoman, prectical, down-to-carth and logal attitude, the scoond is the Goeck,
sprenlative . artistic, concepmal mind with its strong humanistic tendeney. Both include a8 clear
tranacendental dimension. For the Romans it was the asimple religiosity of the famer, foll of reapect
[or the aneestors amd modss for the Cresks i was ol Gest foith io the widely humeanied world of e
Obvmpie mods, bot mercasingly 1t took the form of wbestroet, metuphyeical speeulation and contem-
plation or of participation n mystical cxpericnec.

The third form of inspivation and motivation of Western culture s Christianity. It seems to have
slarled as @ lorce o vnile people of dilferenl oalivns, Iabes, classe: and languages inlo g vew oon-
||||,.|||i|_],-_, bz o b lowe of Cheosgl, The Puwer ol [his love Tl ils l‘lt‘#lﬁl =y I_'Irﬁ!ﬁ-ll'_llll in lhe deglh
and resurrcetion of Jesus, celebmted in the soerament of unity, the Encharst. In spite of repeated
prrscentions and reprossions Christianity inereasingly spread within the oman Empire. Ones it was
legally recngnized and soon thereafter hacome the official religiom, the Greek mind demanded claar
answers to some challenging questions; Who, after all, was lesps, the Christ? How did hiz early
followers cxpenence im¥ Was he only of human nature ke all other poople? How could he, m the
{sreck comtext, soon be described as “hbeing in the form of God™ (Thil. 2.6 ) and cven as the
* Word hecome flesh™ (John L, 14 )7 In spite of considerahle opposition , visible in the wide spread
ol Arignizm, The early Councils, e aulboprilalive meslings of The lemders of (e Church, decided 1y
FEUETIFE aleny The “divine nglore™ i Jesps, Bosed on [his [he Trinilgripn dl,rg;lrm:& sant Tl e,

During the next centuries it was not primenly conceptual questions which were the main con
cem, hut rather the effocts of the great movements of the Germanic tibes, which lead to the hreak-
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demem of the western part of the Homan Pmpire. ‘The Choreh now proved to be the only stahilizing
lprce during hese challenging years, Her inlluence sleadily grew and spread slowly o The wordh, o
all the Cormanie and Slevic peoples. During the High Middle Ages, in the 12th sod 13th centurics
almest all of Evrope had already beeome Christian. During this time, on the one hand a rather high
degree of integration of the three sourecs of Westem culture had been meached ; on the other, strue-
tures of authority atill played a major mle.

L (b [ollowing centuries Lhis mew Chrislinn, Ewopenn collure, which bud resched o cerdoin
mutunty, cocsuntered many new nner s suter challenges, Ware, bot especially the plagne, kll-
ol millions of penple. It was difficult to find meaning in all this. ITow could God allow =0 moch sof-
fering® In thenlogy the forna tomed from reasom to God's will. At the came time new contacts with
the Fast Homan aml] the Arb wodd, as well as a growing sell-gwareness of the individual , broeghl
wilh Lhem an vpening up o dilional Creek cullure, which wshered in Ot e bumonisl movemenl
and finally in the [lcnaissance. Even the leaders of the Church were in danger of hocoming mired in
acenlar imtereats or cathetics. The ory for reform within the Church finally lead to the mligions Tie-
formation , protesting on the one hand a too comesptnalized and legalized faith, on the other Home's
demuvnsimilion of sevulor power wilhoul spiriiesl sieength, Only the imeic splil of e Churel led olse
to the renewal of the Romen Catholie Chureh.

The time of the Renaissance and eformation was alss the time of discovery and scicntific de-
velopment. Already during the Middle Ages questioning and zearching minds had heen trained | for-
mally shaped by Arislolelian logic amd syslermalic thoughl, yel more enosuraged Lo see The wordd as
Lhe creativn of Cod which man was o mole. Durng the 15t and 160 cenluries, mol only were new
vontinents discovered, but the world a5 o globe hod bBecome an cxpenenes, Slowly the umiverse rc
viculed Itself o tomlly new dimensions, As the condlict of Galiled pooved . moeson, i the fomm of nut-
ural aciences, though growm within the framework of Christian edocation and training, hecame part-
]_-.1 a4 I_'.]'IH"!'_"II_EI: Lo bmditiong] Cligegch Lt!tll_:]‘lirlﬁ:!. and Chynch aul]'ll,ll"ll_l.l.

Slowly o whole movemen] besmn ol allempling o build up o word view by relying only on
reason. Initally it was not conccived as opposition against faith and the Church, but rather as an
exercise of a strongly sclf-conscions mind. Thit & growing awarencss of individoality and a high intor-
eat in practical mattern of life deepened the tension with Choreh authority and its theological founda-
lion: revelution, The Enlishiemment, stodine om e lole 170 and extending w the early 190
ventury, suw in reason the = Heht of the world” and openly refesed any higher authonty, The French
Rovolution, a democematic movement , also protested against treditional pelitical stoctures amd ao-
thoritiea. Dhring the 19th and early 20th centuries developments grew even more extreme. Political
and socigl lewsions cresse], The new class of workers . by T The EII_IHL.I'I ol fllduer_'.l and =sul-
ﬁ:r—lll.:,-; gnph;n-l,uliull, rr_rughl lapr ||‘Il:'-lr ﬁﬁhl:,' e I'l:'l.-l,ll[.llil’_ﬂl“l‘_‘" syl s, Il_lﬂ,lli,%l-i:.u_”:" HH:_I,-' Tl o
stromg, sopportive voice in Momism, Colturully, cxtreme mtionolism tumed imto the Rommmtic
mavement . prt philnsophically it Ied to a radical , soeial materialism as in Mares teaching, or an a-
theistic:, self-centered exiatentialism like in Nistzeche's dream of the superman. Positiviem hecame
more and more the attitode of acience, and in the form of agnosticism or even nihiliam it also threw
its shadow on penerul mtelledual colture. The Cothehe Church, the brosdest and mest orpamezed
international oreanization, answercd these challenges with an cven stronger stress on it * divine ao-
thority” |, hy declaring the highest, authoritative statements of its Ieader, the pope, as infallible.

'ﬂ'll:r 'prl:ulu:rl-ms ul‘ l;'u]lj,lm] |,|r|i|._'|-' ulll,] slress g esggEmorng ioeres]s ]ﬂﬂ Ly s a.er_l-llE PICTEESE 0 I
g lisen, O The olber bamd The search e ngluml PESLIMCES , i0 lime wilh isedesirigl 1_||:1.'t~.||,|-|_'|rr||:|||:-,',
provided new stroneth to colomiol polivics. Had the age of discovery ulready brought about 0 new be
ginning of Christian missionary work , a0 the late 19th century raw fresh enthusiagsm to spread the
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(zoapel , this time also shared by the Protestant chuorches. All these political, economic and idenlog-
iq_'.u.] le=risiapns ITIIHTI_T’ ]ﬂll_] lax Lwnp ﬁ]al'l’rlill“]:r’ 1_]-:::.lr|_||_:l,.i'|.':: 'ﬂ'\'l_ll']i_] wars, "'I'.I'I-H_'.I'I sl lens ur ||ﬁ"i-u-r|:_t r_rr ]II_I—
mam lives, smd finully to the breskdown of the colomal system, The cold war between the capitalist
or lihcral-socialist world , with its etrees on individual dghts and frecdom, and the Mardst-commuo-
nist world, with it focus on eollectiviem and power of the state or the party, ended only with the fall
of the Terlin Wall, a symbwl of political and intellectual comtmo] and suppresaion.

Hus Eurvpenn cullure, oller all these sirugeles in recenl cenluries, lest s idenlily? Are we Liv-
g o new see? O eo, when did it berm? What sre 1ts chamctenstics” In face of modemism the
Catholic Church had , at the bepinning of the 20th contury, oncc mose responded with a stross on
reaaon , dizcipling and anthority, peecizely thnee valnes which were challenged b thia mndemizm.
Il = 1,:]'|:|m|_:|.1:ri5|_il_: l]'lal. |_]ur'|||H L]'u: :5|:|_:-|,:|||i,| hall' |,|f |_J'||: ]F}I_]'l |_:|:|||.|,.|r"|.' . 1.l|l|||:|| IJH: ]frrlfl.:t 1,:' =t byl ]'lun;,l a,]—
ready bevome obwious, Calbolic philvsoptry ook e shape of Neo-Scholasticism, aml religious ar-
chitceture coprosend iteclf in Neo-(Gothic and Neo- Romancsque style. Only after World War IT did
a new hreakthmugh hecome obwious.

During the sitties the Church experienced a new apring. ‘Thia time it was not by stresaing an-
thurily . bul mther, os poinled vul eadier, by o willineness (v foce the wodern wodd amd W enter -
to dialeenue with this world, Omne mmportunt festure wes o new focos oo the mole of lay-poeple within
the Church. They were the bridss hetweoon the scoonlar and the sacred. Another important feature
was a clearly expressed respect for other religions. Poasihly larael’s slow growth in the helief in the
wne Gpd, gl Therefore he lghl of he prophels against all gods which were ool really God, ool only
deeply inluenved Lhe endy Church bul genemlly the llitule of the Church wwarnd olber religions. A
decper understanding of vther relisions, and o clearer distinetion of the concepts and practices n
villvead , wus prowing onldy slowly, Of course, by now the world was oo lenger rostretod o Europe
with its colomial appendagea; rather it was a new, nalti-cultural, participatory, glohal strocture.

Huwever, in Fumpss an] plher Weslerm epunlriss his FPCINE did wl Tasl III,IIIE... The txl_llr_miull ol
infprnglivn, along wilh lhe growing inlluence of Lhe media, spread The vrban, global cullere over
all of socicty. Those scotors which carlicr were mainly hound by teditional Church awthorty now
cxpericnend a growing procesg of * de-churching™. Traditional Church leadership by clerics had not
changed much, hot Tess and lesa yoamg people felt the call to clerical and Tife and dared to invest
Lheir enlire life in the serviee of (e commuenily of [t

1.3 China: the Esstern glant’s culture smd it history.

In this part | would like to draw a sketch of China's rich culural heritage, its historical devel-
ppenenl and s wmmlem 5[ru55]:::5 Ay | Ijlll.'-l.'\jﬂ.:!.i: il. Ht!'”ﬂl_‘l.irlﬁ on Uliim’™s ]'lfsl,r_r_!-' il APEHEE IR
ble o do il in [wo purds; Grsl, Lo look ol trsdilional Ching, and then o see whal bus buppemesd) dpe-

ing the Inst humdred or bundred od fifty yeors.

1.3.1 My onderstanding of traditional Chinese calture and history.

Some of the deepest moots of this cultore, clearly visible 4, 500 years ago, is the faith in Heay-
en ag the mler of the universe and the belief moa great vunety of gods and epimte, ponmanly the an-
oestors , who muost he respocted as protectors and providers of blessings. Te disrogard them can lead
tn calamity. Deside these spiritual heings there are also a whole range of cosmic laws and cncrpics,
w]'l-ln;'ll |||:|u|,] Mar™s alle=nlipn il |||: wanls Loy ]il,-i: i ]‘I.ﬂrllll’_l-ll]-’ l|'|l'l-|_.|'l gl res, r|1'|1: ]'ll,lrrmrl 'prr_lr]l,] aﬂ:ill ]'la,:g.
ils vwn luws, Clenr slroclures of authorily and woys of diseiplined, genlle befuvior seerm lo belong
to the oldest tradition, at lesst of the mling eloss,

Three thonsand years agn, during the Westem Fhou dynasty, a kind of secolarist and humanist
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movement can slowly be discemed | which reached its peak from the 6th to the 4th century 1. CC
mwpre: or less parallel o the peak of Greek cullere, as well as o e biggesl orisis and new inlegralion
of Ismacl’s mwdition, In India it was the cm of the Buddha , whoese thowshts later began to indfluence
China deeply. Confucius, living in this time of political divizion and instability, did not deny the
cxistrmes of spirits and the influenes of cosmic laws, bt hased on the tradition of the sages he wan-
ted to point out the way of virtue, of aoamd human relationships and wise govemment. The one whn
is valled w orule the wordd in e mome of Henven s e man of videe whom people will williney o-
bev, Inm the fumily too there will be onder and hurmony, by mole of gothenty sod virtue, Toost mthe
way of Ileaven, respoct for the ancrstors, and stroving for a virwous bifc form the spidtuel hasis of
Confoeing achonl of thanghs.

."||||,|-|..|'||::r ]'_imlu_'.]'l |,|-|1 [,lllilr_ﬂ_ir_rp]'l_'.r_. 'H'Ill,:qilj swl;mrlla,rl Wil |..a;|.-|,:--a-:|'_. rrll:!lll_;l_lrlﬂl,l ﬂln: u.p'll'il,.u., !,;I,H;l.\,"l- arll;,l
relizivus dluals even less Bon Conlueius, 11 even besiloled wosieess bhuman nules of betevior, Lis
tollowers were touched by the cosmic Tan, or Way, which mystedously rules the entire world. Man
should not take himacH ton serinualy. Thia world vicw cneourages one to he natural, to act in a sclf-
torgetting, humble, soft mamner, without ada. This ia the real Way, alan the way of Heaven | which
15 benelivenl for mon and wll beings bom of the Way,

For some time Mo Zi's tcaching wos alse stfracting meany followen:, He stressed the kindness
and all-cmbracing love of Ileaven, which was to he meitated by people. Everyonc should live in this
apirit of self-sacrifice, in order to eatahlish prace in the world. Mo A0 saw his ideal in the ascetic
spinl ol the =olidver whi sgon liced Birmsell Fe (e Hl_u,:l] ol [he [_H_'E'I,IIJII:, He sormehow Jislances] himse]l
[rvan Lhe musical, esthelic and foooal side of Lk,

Iring this time of intclleetual plorolity ond politicol tensions and conflicts, one group of peo
pli: thougeht that the best way @ bring posce and onder to the world was by coforcing o strict Legal
ayatem of pumishment andd reweard , hinding everpone equally without exception. (fin Shi Hoang re-
Tied pn thieir l]'u:,l,rl*__l.l. This .tl.ll_'.l.l,.li:l"_\l resul led i [he eslabilishenenl of the Chingse pmpine, His Jrllasl_'f
was shorl becouse oo horsh o unbeamble Gor he |_1ﬂ1_|p|1:, Wel im ou milfder l'l,l-rrrll. eounhime] wilk
Confucian ideals of human rolationships end moral virtocs, it remained the political basis of all fu-
ture dynastica.

Mring the firet and second century ALTY. | the time of the Fasterm Han dmasty, a new religion
slowly bewan o spremd in Chine: Buddbism. We can see il in melatiomship w e “secularizing”
tendeneies in Confuocins’, Lao #1%s and the Lemalist's teaching. By “sceulanzing™ | mean s certain
distunee from treditional animdstic-shymamistic | popualar religiosity and otual, On the one bhand the
teaching of the Buddha somehoe velieved the hurden and suffering of Tife, providing a posaible an-
swer e The Fale of e dmdividual s oo The olher am] , o e ﬁﬂun: ol e ol b momd e Bodhisa)-
vas, yne zun Teel g ;lq:-n:p $|_1|-ri||_|a_||i|_'.-', riix| L:l:llli:rirlﬁ o b |_|n,|-||||,|r_',' pomzerngs of [he hprmgn workd . B
vin not on noture, but on the immer being, Their way is thet of diseipline, concentrution umd virtue,
and as froit of enlightenment a decp compassion for the soffering people and a concemn for their spir-
itual life. Tn thia way the new religion could satisfy many religions needs of the people, hnadening
and deepening their outlook on life, and provide the Hoddhas and Bodhisattvas as spivitual models
for hfe, ebjects of veneration, and svurces of help.,

Dut in onc point Buddhism differed cescnatially from Chinese tredition @ in sccing life 85 a sca of
suffering.  Chincse wradition always conccived the world as something preat and mysterious, in spite
ol il pmleniglle 1,"It|]ll:llﬁl_,‘.'§ . Toenizaliosrs gl bulTl:r-lllﬁ:s . l::ill,]irlﬁ i dealh, This inner conlTic] e
lungible in the appeamnce of o sew Chinese mwyemenl, (he Tasisl religion, Becapluring Iradilionl
animist umdd shumumist traditions with all their geds and spints, it meludes o strong link to the mys
terinus eoamic law, repreaented in the spint of the Yijing, but cvem more a0 in the teaching of Tan-
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7i, who now himself hecame e of the leading gods. A common point with Boddhism s to not
sl s III_IIII.tl.rI wclian sy rr||_|1_'.]'| . ]_'II_Il_ ml_]u:r__ e Laeries ur umnesl, e melregl 'mrll llln: 'wl,rrll;]. Url]i]-n: Hul]—
dhism , however, the goal is ot o cmpty oneself and lesve the e of this woerld behind , bat mather
to alrcady now strive for a foller life, in this manner somechow cntering ctemal life aleady in this
warld.

Buddhiam spread rapidly in China and during the Tang dymasty it seemed to he the leading
spirilual [vree, even mmome the nleleciuals who were most wached by the wisdom, sinplivily and
besaty of Zen, This school hod mhented the decp compassion of Buddhiem for all Lving beangns ;. vt
it included , like Tanism, a stronmg, transcondental scnse of the mystery of the world and universe.
The enlightensd experienced the mydery of 1ife, wt only in meditation and in seclngion from the
5|_r|,.|!.;!.;.|t:::. 1,:-|1 ]'lurrlﬂll h'l'.;, ]'_lq,lL ]llsl.l::ﬂl] txm:l.]]r i l]'ltr 'wr_lrL' a,ru;,l ﬂm]irlﬁ:} ur un;,liua,r_:,' 1i|‘¢ g agglpre,

Yel il was also al e peuk lime of Buddhism when ils basic conficl with tmditioml Chinese
appreciation of life and the world was strongly hrought forward. Trhgmered by the overwhelming pov-
et and influenes of monasterica and similar instinutions, the meaction was soon dirceted againat fun-
damental Huddhist concepta and attitudes. Political power, in the form of the Emperor, tomed a-
wuinsl Budidhism, and bundreds of Gwwsamls of wonks and nuns were senl bone, oo alliclion Inom
which Buddhism never folly rocovered.

In spite of this rojection of Buddhizm toward the cnd of the Tang dynasty in the name of Confu-
cianiam, it spema that the estahlishment of Neo-Confocianiam during the Sang dymasty, especially
il Toprrm ol lllillkirlg an FEASURINR, Wik inlMpenged |_1]-' ||i!.d'|]_'r' abslrac] lprns of l.]'lilll:irl!.; in some Bod-
dbisl schools. o modemn Gmes Lhis somebow dgerous, © seholustic” syslem of Conlucian ot
wis blomesd for Ching's backwurdness, beemise of the difficulfics this system cxpencneed in adap
ting to now chullemges, Actoally it existed in twoe branchos | one loving more stoess on moason, the
other more om will.

1.3.2 M':' |,|r|r.||:l:=1:|_|,|r|di||yI al e rosres recen] |‘|i5|_1_|r_'.-' ol Uhing

During the hizh perdod of the Tang dynasty China hed its first contact with Christian Nestorian-
ism. Tater, together with the suppression of Buddhism all other forcign religions were forbidden as
wall, o nnthing remained of Christianity. Thiring the Mengol Empira the fivst official contacts with
Lhe Pope in Home were esiablished, With the [l of this foreizn dynesty, again banlly ooy rem-
ming mfluenee could be pereeived wmong the Chinese.

Towands the cod of the Ming dynesty the Josuits cume to Ching, most fumous among them was
Matten Hicei. For the West it was the Age of |Hacovery, the time of development of the natural sci-
ences, bel also, aller the Prolestant Refornslion, a Gme of Catholic renewal and wreal religioes lee-
vor, Hicei and The Jespils al his side were gwure of lhe inner slrenglh god richness of Chinese cul-
ture, capressed i a noturel pride md fecling of superiorty, md they were willing to study this cul
ture: and tn grew in it Tt i8 worth mentioning that, as representatives of a religion, they attemptied
firet to b asanciated with Buddhizm. Treated with disrespect by the class of achelars, they tumed to
Confocianism, Actpally Confucianizm, Taoizm and Boddhism coevisted in Chinese society, in spite
of cortoin inmer tensions and comdlicts, though without direct commumicotion or dislome,

The Jesuits improsscd pooplc at the coperor's court as scholars of Westemn leaming |, cspecially
in the field of natural seicnccs, particnlardy in astromomy. At the same time they pained the confi-

l,]l::ill_'.l: ﬂru;,l L] 1,:' l-":'-"l-"]': ur ]'ﬁﬁlll:.—sL ;tlalll_]irls lJ|rl,r|_|E]'| I.]ln:ir I_It!r‘.;-l’_lll.tl,] ]‘II’_IIIﬁl}' .u,m,] |-|||.-|:._Er-| L:,-, Fove=ri llll:
l,'.hullgd: il d}'rl.us.l_:,' lrueer [ree Wi o e LI dicd mol aleel Lheir peesilirn,  Sapmes |_'H:l_1|_i|l: even geeepl-
ed Chrstimity wnd were baptized. The belief in o personal Cod, so contrul to Christionity, mast
have reminded them of one of the oldest mots of Chincse religingity. The person of Christ and his
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teaching of love certainly alsn impressed some. Yet it must have appeared more of an invitation to a
new persprgl Tilelyle Ban the blueprint loe an enling new social onler, Mogl Jillicell o accepl and
to undenstund mmst heve been the cross |, and the theology of salvation,

The eourt alewly allowed more and more Catholic religions conprogations of pricsts to work a-
maong the people and to preach the gospel. These men soom discovered the strong belicf of the eom-
mom penple in the influence of the spirits and gods om their life, their owm ancestors incloded. Peo-
ple pruved and soerleed o receive blessings s ol the swme (e hey were mueh almid of barmful -
fuences, For the common people relimon wae pomenly un cmotionel expenence, while the seholuns
had their own intelloetual interpretation of vencration of the anceostors and sages, and of the inflo-
ences of coamie forees and lawa. (hit of this tension there grew among the miasionaries the painfil
1,1,|-r|ni1;|. |,|-|1 r'll.t::g., wll'll;']'l :t]r_m]:,- ]_ll::i_:urru: :3.|,.||;,:|| A Hn::ul_, ]'lilll,]mm_',l: rur |_]'|1: wl‘lﬂl;rlllﬁ ._.f |.]'||: Hm.w] |,|-|1
Chrst. Bolh imterpretations of the populor and Confucion fluals were reported (0 Rome, asking for
a clear and hinding decision. Yot Reme could only rely on the understanding of the poople in the
ficld. When Tiome finally sided with the missionarics of the common people and decided against the
interpretation of the acholar, by areasing the nesd of the porification of the faith of the people, the
Emperor Kongsi, vrogimlly very sympatbelic v e cause of Chrstionily, bevome so anmoyped Ul
he anpnly forbude Chrstianity, For sboot onc ndred veane Chostiwty once agam nesrly disap-
prarcd from secicty. Only in some places did it survive, thoush cxpercneing repeatod perscoution
and anppresaion.

A ll,l-La."_'.r niewy silgnalion |]|:\-1:]u|n:|;| n;lurirlﬁ the emiidle of (he 1958 venlury, Chimg had Ligle inler-
esl i Weslern goods, When e English, buving silk und porcelnin, experienced o growing imbul-
umee in trwde, they started to scll opium to Chine, which wes produced i lwdin, Seon the hammdful
resnlts beseame obwious ] the Court forbade the import of the doogr, At this Enplamd declarod war.,
Soom the western canoma and warships proved to be superior to the Chinese ones. China had to ac-
vepl deleal, Bul (his was ol the eml, Owe humilialion ollewed the wher, China was vrced W open
mre: and more porls lo The Weslerners Tor purposes of lrude and banking, wod onee more bad o ol-
low missicmarics to spread their relisions tcaching among the peopls. Unlike the defcat by the Mon-
pola and Manchus, who even tonk over the Tuling power yet hardly changed the way of govermment
and the life of the people, alan unlike the Jeenits who showed preat reapect for Chinese traditional
culiure, Lhese new “ western boadwrians" oo the sudoee appeared 0 respecl the sovereiznly of e
old cmpire but m reality rerarded 16 cultore ool way of e ag bockward snd outdated. Thos began
vme of the most complex mmd contradicting prodssses i known humnem history | which o this day has
really mot yet come tn an end.

With Lime young people were nyiled o slody in e Wesl, or hey wenl by Themselyes, Schol-
ars diseovers] The srenl progress of Weslern knowledge of mulure and of lechoobay , bol also Ul ik
in Westem soeicty 1 in muny regands different from life in Chine. A theory soon developed thet Cha
na chould in the cssentiale, such ar general world view, povemment, cthies and homan relation-
ghipe, keep its owm traditions, ot in daily practical matters and in technology it most abanrh West-
& expertise,

Soon smother hurmilistion followed, China was defeated inits first wur with Jupan, The conflict
had hemgun in Korca but seon cxtended to China proper. Japan only darcd to challense China be-
cause it had opened up cardier to modem Western knowledge. At this dme Yan Fo, a scholar who
]'lul] sl,.l_ll_]in:i,] lﬂll_'..l'llll_lll_lm' in F:IIE.I.ﬂrII;l alll] Wiis Jmp.l}- irrll_'ll'l:ﬁl;.‘l] |_1_'9.' Wt l=rm l.I'I-IrIICI-rlﬁl .ﬂ]‘mt: ﬂ]l ]'_l:,' llll:
Weslern seienlilic spinl, ook Lhe oppordunily lo inlroduee Darwin’s Theory of evelulivn amd of see-
vival of the fittest, At the sume time he spplied it to the situetion of Chine by declunng: | Ching
dncs not open up to modem Westerm ways of thinking, it canmot survive in the stmggle of Tife.

14



Mlnlthias Chiislinn: & Tersonnl Fision of (hiee and the Wesal in Tieond TTistovieal Sonbesl

From then on more and more Western ideas and practices freely hegan to flowe into China. 1e-
sile klmw]m_]!;:r ol malunsl q;l_:i::m_::j, l.l::-;'hrll,l-]l_r!g_;_l.' amd medicine, scholars becpme inlenssle] in ]1:*?]
and political ideas, as well as in literoture smd ant, philoseply , sociolory and psyeholory, New
schools of higher, modem leaming were founded, and soon the tradidonal Confucian cxamination
ayatem provied to be ohenlete and was dropped. Sinee at the imperial Coort traditional powers wore
o atmemg amad oppoasd more rapid reform, the Mancho dynasty war finally overthrown.  For the May
Fourlh Movemnent, ocewsioned os o resull of political inlederencee by Jupan aller Wodd War 1, e
muin thmst soon bevame to be culfural, Stodents amd their scholarly supporters proclummed cultural
and political reform throurh scicnes and democracy as the most urgent nocd of the country. As a
neceasary step in this divection they demanded that in acholarly writing the poetic avle of classdral
Chinese be replaced by the more prosaic, down-lo-earth, spoken Tanguage, This allowed grealer ac-
cursey und lefl less mom for persomml interpretalivn. Lo this way e common people also bad exsier
acenss to modern ideas.

Soom after the new Weatern thinking was introdueed to China, people began to ark why China
had in e many regards fallen hehingd the West. At the same time awareness was geowing of a tension
between modem ideas of reedom, equolity, and seeinl responsibilily, wmd odilonal ole models
und stroetures of awthonty, The culpot was undevubtedly Confucismism, winch for thousunds of youms
had heen the backbone of Chinese culture but now begen to be sovercly attacked by many an intel-
lestmal.

Cenlers of mpdemn l]'ll-rlli-lllﬁ WETE [_u'irr|:1n1!.' rll:'n'-:j.l._'r']ﬂ Weslern universilies, a HJI,:II_.I npmher of
which were founded by Prodestunl missionury organizalions, Lo the countryside missiomuries had olse
vpencd their schosls, in thiz way brosdening the base of cducated poople smd of the same time inflo
encing their view of the world and of e,

What about religion? ‘This ia certainly one of the mnst intrigning and controversial topica. As
menlipned u}m\'u, Chimg™s inlelleciual and :_tpl'ril_ua] elile Tl uln;',a.l,]].' in ua.r]_l.' Lirnes puone |_'|'||'r_||,|£'|| a
phse of seeulurivalion, in [he sense of o deerensing Tnith inorelisoes or sopermloml powers | reple-
cing thom on the one hand with a stress upen the cosmic order as the besis for human 1de, end on
the: nther with a rising awarencsa of moral respansibility, he it as an individual within the family or
as an official in political Tife. Though edocated persons may atill have helisved in the existencs of
all munner of mols and spiris, Grese were kepl ol o distunce, and wnder Buddbist influemee even
hewven became more snd more o kind of cosmie Laow,

It wae quitc different with the common poople. Heosven was belicved in snd respocted as the
source of life and the mler of the universe. For them the gods and spirits, and above all the ances-
lors, infTuenced all gepects of Tife, These spirilual Torces were moch clpser o the people Than by e
|_|-r_n|-|lii,'.u_| wihieni s ] mplors, r|1|||: ror | |.l_|_w5, :_-F:Llit‘lillﬁ il ven [Fme= r.l_|_|||i|_',' l,'||5||| u,ru;,l ir ko= \'-llluﬁqe_, WEErE 1
fluenced by Confueiom tesching, but the protectors of moml lows were aguin primorly the gods md,
as supreme authority, TTeaven. Tn spite of this thore was no hinding doctrinal | weligions authority
with influence thrughout the country instead , different schonls | momasteries, temples or individo-
al charismatic leaders had their points of attraction, and in thiz way mfluenced their followers, The
relimon of the people i Chinag wus based more on fecling wmd expenenee than on doctmne and mitcl-
leetual thought,

In modem times Western thinking was slowly gaining inflocnes among the intelleetals |, and
I.]'Ii_f' CEMIERIEE I_u::r_rp]n: }w n Lo ruw]l_ “ﬁﬂl-llﬁl_ I_J'u: frnI_ri:r-lal-lu.l:s ﬂrld llll;.' Woes lerm, mrli.m:l,] rt:]-lﬁ-lurl-t
e lanirres u[ |:1|;||,|s|'|.|l].' H}thgmrl becurme n |‘||.L1rh|'-' conlmversigl isspe, Tie new Chinese wond T meli-
rion, “zengiae” , wes avtually the tronslation of @ Western term, which had been created in Jupan.
In Western texts it ropresented primarily Westemn organized religion, with its clear dectrine and sn-
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cial organizationy in the context of history of religion, it pointed to a primitive and mythological
vl \-'fi:w, or lo A 1_',l,|-||||_|]i::l-. -l.]r_u;:l.rinﬂ], sozial 5':':5L|::|r| Tike Buddhizm or Himlpisin, lo Ching . elucal-
cd people regarded yoneration of ancestors or sacrifices v pods as the copression of “17, o word
gencrally referming to right | polite behavier, Pror to this the poople had o common word for reli-
gion ; rather they spoke of sacrifier, vencratiom, fortunc-telling, Fengehui, cte. Chinese intellocto-
als were mainly intereated in “ modem Westemn thinking”™ , hased on acientific ressarch and tested in
pruclice. Philusophically they were nclined wwanl enlighiened, mlonal thinking or owand even
more mudicul theomes, senepully pmonng, o not opposing, rebmoen, This kind of seonlsr Weetem
thoupght cocoureged them to claim thet China leng apo had alrcady overcomes religion. Yot there wore
others whn paid more attention to the life and feeling of the sommon people and someluded that svery
aspect ol Tile of the Chinese people was deeply inllpenced by religious thoughls amd leelings, As a
response o the new thinking muny sspecls of (mdilionl popular beliels aml rluels were herefone
now declared | in Enlightcnment terms, to be superstition.

Thiring the twentica a strong movement against Christianity mac among intclleetuals. Fven on-
lightened Buddhist leaders apoke of Christianity as a primitive religion. (n the other aide they saw
[ur themselves he need o beevine more involved noseciely amd the secular world I they wanled o
SUIVIVE,

The intcllectual and spiritual-moral strussle weas soon overshadowed by the pain and sufferine
of the Chinese-Japanese war. After the war the ideslngical eomflict zomm developed into the eivil
war, n_-,ﬁu]lin!.; in Lhe wichory ol e Copmmpmisls,

Yel the viclory of U Communist Purly did ool solve e basic problem; miber i wos only o
temporul, politicel militery seluotion,. Wit was it thet Ching necded mest in order to become o
stoom, hesulthy and mesdem nation? However, boefore it coowld fece the ootside world it hed @ selve
ita inmer eonflicts, which counld net simply he resolved by one-party mule. Materalist, anti-reli-
gL, coannpnisl -Il;ll;ﬂ,:llll,:ls_'ﬂ Wil -IIII_'.I'I:H:!.irIE.Ij' 1_'.I,JIII.II_I"-III_E pu]_r]'ln;' 1f'|:, l;]l':srrlullﬂl'n!, spp-valled Lagdilion-
al, Tewdul, ecompmic and polilieal sireclures, omes gemin disemeing Conlueianism gml Trdilioml
thoughts end customs, and suppressing all relisious activitics. Equality, comradoship, secial cnm-
munity in a certain senac hecame the highest ideals, politically and ceonomically slowly leading to
the eatablishment of the people’s commmmes. Aware of the need of indostrialization, the ™ Great
Leup Forwand™ was (o prove the sirength of te new syvslem, bul bd disustrous resulls,  Lostemd of
politicul -ceonomic roform the tensions lod fo the Cuoltuml Hevolution, showing wmong other thimges o
dewp-seated desire of the people for ibenation from the truditienal rule of the scholans with their att-
tude of superiority, liberation alao from the anthoritarian structure of family life. The peasants now
became The dignilares , aond idealishic youlh Ge ool and weapon for destruclion, wiping oul opposi-
ligre sl preeparinge e sropnd Tor e New Sociely,

In the end the ideolosists were defeated by reality und the needs of life. The realists retumed to
the: stage, partly from cxile or from prisen. Yot a simple retomn to the traditional past was no langer
possible. Slowly new freadom was given to the entrepreneur, and religion ton was slowly recognized
as a free choice of the individual, though within a very Timited framework,

Increasing hberulization brought the reewmition of the mevemment by wore snd more countrices
and with it a now oponing to the outside word, An inercasingly liberal coonomic policy and the low
lewel of salarics heought forcipn investments and rapidly prowing forcign trade. After the carlier cot-
il Trarn Weslerm cullum] o w]'llii:-u.] l]i:n:]uplrltml-tt. g Jeeng ol [housgeds of hLa LTS fm.rp]t: wenl g
sl 1o sluady. Ching bud wnee wein oppeored on The inlermalional slage, The mpidly srowing e-
eonomy , the impressive modemization of its vitics, the speedy build up of its infrustrueture, tozcth
o1 with an active forcign policy among less developed countrics, snon presented the image of a no,
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Tising SUpETpeRier.

2. An attempt to interpret the social and cultural processes of change in
China and the West

The: prowth of u humen is 8 bighly complex reality, Cun onc therefore say that neothing can be
mare complex than the development of a human socicty? Eeonomic, secial, cultural factors can all
plav an important role at certain times and in certain areas, W the following part | ahall try to point
ot anme ohaervations and intuitions, which weem to he worth further consideration.

2.1 The despes! cawse of Ching’s modern revolulion,

Without doubt, Chinn iz plaving an mercesingly influentinl role i the modem, globolized
wirld., But hes Ching roally alroedy foond it now identity? Was the main ohemgy in mesent history to
catch up in seicntifie knowledpe and technolory, and as a resolt obtain an inercasingly industrial-
iznd ancicty and modem coomomy? TH the country casentially romm to traditional frodal soecicty
structures with the party now as the new mling class? Fmnally, what had heought abont the radical
irll.ignm_'.l.uul ﬂlﬂ_] qﬂ_ll_:l-u] e l.]ll: mr]}' VEHTS u-r l]'u: ]H,zil l;,'i:'lll.l_ll'_:,'? '|"|'|r_|-||5.|'| |_]'|1: El_l]lum] Hl:'l.'vl_l]l_l—
ligsrr reengines T ooy o rﬁg'll_rrlum, were lhere gl sy some idenls beshiml il sumilar lo The Tyi-
ping Revolution? Ls there something which prevents Chine from zoing back to traditionel ways of liv
g wnd ruling? Whal wre e deepest changes, and whers can one Ol the mols Tor Gese changes?

My personal idea and fecling is that the decpest change during the lost 150 yours eecurmed, os
womtredictory as it muy soond, in g new assessment of the valoe of the mdividool smd conscquently
in a slowly developing new awarencss of the person. The doving foree hehind this I sce in Christian-
ity, though mainly in a scenlarized and not in a wligions form. The missionarics and the Christian
eommmities with their charitable inatintions donbtlessly were influential, bt the inflnence was
brpmler hroegh busic ideus of Weslern speiely wilth Chrislion mols, However, in pnler o lind o
stoong mmd healtby busis for this mew owareness, il must be browghl back w its real mots. Only on
this bazs Chang can find 1ts new identity,

Traditional Confucian culturc was a humanist one, stressing humen relationships, based on
cosmic idces and an understanding of human nature. It not only designated diffcrent mwles to genders
and ancial gmups of people, but added valoe jodgments | boilding in this way a elearly stroctuned
socicty. On the onc hand human relationships stresscd the formal or outside behavior aspect; on the
other they stressed moral virues, hot above all authority. Tn reality, when virtues were not fully de-
veloped , authority conld, seen from a modem point of view, hecome very anthoritarian,

lon he= I.ﬂ.whillﬁ ol Lhe Capspel , annpumzing Lhe I{I-IIHl_Jll_Irrl ol Ul Jeses pul Lhe n:||,||_|'1_|||5hi|_| ke
tween Codd and Man at the center, but immediately conmecting it with the love of one’s neizhbor.
Every humen beingr was called fo enter the kingdom of God |, whiach was the famoly of the children of
{+od, not dopending on gender, porsonal talents or social status. This view of the human person,
deeply changing traditional stmetures and values and cven the understanding of law, was founded in
Jesns" experience of the transcendemt love of Gad | the Father. Tt was fortified and fully realized n
Jessus” Nilke, Lremling every hunsan s a child of Gol, 1L resches] il Wighest value i the death of Je-
sus, revenling g love which wmebow b Lo Teee wll pepecls of the durkness of Eudhy rejeclion, me-
zution, forsnkenness, extreme suffering mmd death; vet still his love did not collupse, but mstead
vne could suy 1t accomplished s poal, The cxpenence snd promuncement of His resurmection as
confirmation of Ilis teaching, living and dying, hecame the foundation of Christianity. Soon this dy-
namism entered the Tioman Tmpite and step by step boilt up a new |, cpalitarian community , umtil it
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was by imperial anthority recognized as the new form of social order.

I il ok o Teng Lime before This new vigien of man and sociely mone deeply allecled The en-
tire Western culture, A broader inflecnee first orpingted from individual cherismatic leaders and
teachers, then from groups of individualz | monke and nune, who through their spiritual way of pra-
ving, working and living inapired others and hecame the yeast which slowly changed socicty. Thiring
the High Middle Ages Christianity was clearly the core of Westem culture and had in many instito-
lons , slrociures wod laws, prepared the way Tor [ulure developments, Wil bappened allersand we
have, at least mifially, reflected upon mm the finst part of this paper.

What iz the meaning of all this, if we v to understand modom developments in China? Can
China, after the recent, aomewhat chantic perind, retmm to the maditional fendal form of govem-
mi=ril ﬂruj .\,"I-I'_H;;-Iﬁ.l Iil‘g? '[::lr e L]'u:: LA NITTEEE [_l-q:,l,l-p]l: Ty ]urlﬁ:&r wi"I-IIH [T }_u: ru]:h;l FyEr “-iﬂ'lr_luL pur[il;,:ipu—
oo und shoring of power? Can we speak of o new awareness of e dignily of esch persont? The de-
cisive question, howover, is thon this; What is the hasis for the dignity of cach person? Is only the
povemment its guarantee? Ts it the comstitution of the state, or the social contract of socicty? Tn me-
cent history we have experienced how povermments, seemingly out of cara for the majority of people,
are sble mol valy o disregand amd disrespecl, bul o mistresl, suppress aml snnhilale vlher see-
ments of the popoletion, The pevermmment smd constitution mmet profect the dygmety of the peoson, bt
thoy arc not the basis or a sufficient pusrantos for the dignity of cech persen. Ilistorically . only the
life amd traching of Jeans, and haserd om it the Christian faith, can fulfill thiz. Thiz doesx not mean
thal Comlucianism or Tapism or Buddhizm Jdo nol Bsye I_]i,'!'l'_"lJ iIIE-I!.;IIL'} inle [he world gm] boormgm mg-
lure, in Lhis way preparing e way, bul e wosl siriking developments o (his recerd are based on
o Christian mspimation.

2.2 'The problem of Westem society

Whal then can we say aboul the modern development of Weslerm collure? Whal abwul secular-
wylioe in gﬂ:rlml]’ I seerns [l HLIII, in his |i|||i|4,|_|_|'1,1r|, ul'ft'u_','as lengds Lo sl'rrlpll'l":' 1,':|,|-|||p-|t=.|: silal o
capocially onec he has a position of power, or, on the othor hand, when be is under pressure. Ile
has difficultics in hmadening his vision and in listening to the other gide, and in searching jnintly
for a eolution for the problems.

Weslern cullure, under Creek influence, learned o hichly vales coneeplual tuth, in conlos)
to the more bolistie, imtortionel, fommne woy of thinking, In the hebt of Platoome philosophe, -
ware: of the differcnee betwoon the ctemal world of the ideas sd the cemercte, lmited | boman
world, it strives for the knowledge of the etemal, true, and in the desper sense, real world. This
Temds [ the buaed work g ﬂﬁ_lgﬂlt ol vlservalion, dislincbion, oassilication, defimlpn gnd rl'rla."_'f
lip Lhee rples ol eprmes) I'ﬁml,l-rlill:: unel -IIIrI:IT-III‘I;F". H-I'I'_Il,lﬂl‘ll Lo e ||:|.-1:|, aa-l,1r|||:|_|‘|ir|;1; ] b [his gl
that ot the sume time wmd under the sume wspeet; it comnot be true md falsc.

Tt was in the context of this kind of thinking that the Christian commimity developed its thenlo-
gy, partly pressured by the Emperor, to clarify doctrinal decisions. Theology in the Middle Ages
was clearlv regarded as the first science, based on its sovrce of revelation — clearly a concept of an-
thomity, but also as seicnee of the decpest truths about Ced , the wordd snd Man, In modem times,
as the prowth of sccular seicnee entered into conflict with traditional Church teaching ( althoogh not
related to contral theological truths ), seicner attempted incressingly to build up ite world view,
Liagses] oo ashservalion , r l_'lhi]q,:l:a-l_lp]‘l-u;u":,- PN [RATE TR0, Mo resull was @ conlingges 5]'|r-|||.|-.'ir|5 ol
Lhe: relm of cergin relh and o growing denial of the suthorily of the Church, of Revelulion, of e
Bible, umd finally of the existence of Cod. Pure reason, pragmetism mmd finally positivism beeome
the standards for truth.
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Bt life does not work like this. Neither the dignity of the human persom, nor hioman relation-
E.I'Iirm, THir l.‘l'lt! rrll:ﬂrlirlH ﬂr .Iirﬂ “IH_.I uﬂ 'HI_Il:II_-I . l'I_",.&I_ iEnm al'm,lrllﬂrllﬁ I,I F}Urﬂ s Hn " p%lllaliﬁrrl gr [ml—
tivism. Modem philosophicul voluterism and exstentalism have alrewdy proved the dead end of an
overetressing of reason; at the same time they showed the miscrable state and wretchednces of man
when he hecomes isolated from the Thvine, or at Tesst a cosmic, world.

I Lhoiss F_Jt,i:sl_:ru_u_ll:m Liene of p]um]i.—srrl ] I'I:.Il,lli'p'-lﬁlll, meilfeer Dradilional uul]'u_lril_]r FIERC GILTE Ml
son hes grenl infuence or power. The Church moay be convioeed she owies the lount of Truth, and
may approciate the treasure which belongs to her or which she cxperiences, but she must leam, in
this modem cnvironment, to stand on the side of the donhting listener, and to humbly share her in-
sizhls aml experiences, and nol o speak wilk g cluim lo Irdilional gulborily, The Wes) mpsl regwin
its identity in Christivm faith, Nothing hes replaced it, or con reploee it. Troining in Christiom spir-
ituality is the crux of Western socicty and the Church.

Conclusion

(zenerally speaking, Chinese culture stresses life more than shatract thought; it strives for cx-
temal harmony mere than for coneeptoal tath. Tt atresacs the common or eomplimentary aspects
musre: Tham Lhe capses of lemsivns and poinls of dilference, Therelone wnlicling idews can, o o cer-
tuwin degree, cocxist pesccfully, but ot tmes the tension eom become too strong ind leod to o kind of
expdosion.

Mayhe China and the West must leam from each other. Taogical , aystematic thinking was ome of
the preconditions of the development of the modem sciences, and China, deeply fmpressed by
Western seienee snd technology, must also continue to cncvurnee this way of thinking, Hewever, 1t
sccms that the decpest chellenge for China is not scicncc. [t appears that scicnec and technolopy
conld have heen integrated intn traditional Confucian atmetires of anciety withont cansing any revo-
Tution, Whal broughl aboul the deepest, lasling changes seems o be relaled o g new vision of man,
To find 1ts mew wentaty, Chimg most rohom to 16 own coltural moots, bat more so 1t mast foed the mo-
al hasis of the dignity of cach human in Christ | secing in cach porson a child of God. Only in this
way can it alsn approach its old idea that all people among the four Aras are beothers.

I} n:ﬂ.m] L spl'rl'luu]il__l.-' wniel I'I;"]i#ii,llrl the ¥Wesl gy Farves vk [y Tewrn Trom Ching: [he '|||||_u_|r-
lunee of personal experence und the relation v real life, 1 s o luller lile of vpenness amd lolerunee,
of inner dynamic and motivation, of love and understanding, of communication and dialogue, of in-
aight and vision, of honcaty and homility, at onee eritical and not judging, tosting and eoopera-
ling, o lile asl iromer [ and ol |‘||_|p|:; il b= sueh o Ll which can drew penple h:l!l_;l:ll‘ll:r gl Eaerspnmes
a new model md source of suthority.

In terms of tnmscendentul truth it may be worthwhile to lsten to Jobn Co Ho Wa, whe saids
“Thr. Fast enters ton fast inte the realm of the unspeakable, where our comeepta can no longer satia-
fy the desire for fruth, while the West lingers oo long outside, paving, — so could one interpret,
— too much importmee to umen concepts und distinetions" .
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