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Rethinking the Abrupt Ending of the Gospel of Mark:
In Light of the Intertextuality Studies of LU Xun's Revenge II

CHAN Lung-pun Common

Abstract: This article promotes academic research on the
Rezeptionsgeschichte of the Bible. In light of intertextuality as the
analytical tool, an interdisciplinary dialogue has been opened
hetween Biblical Studies and Literature Studies (particularly LU
Xun Studies). The conventional techniques of Biblical Studies,
namely source criticism and redaction ecriticism, have been
emploved in the research. Based on the research result, the article
ascertains that Mark 15: 16-37 was adopted by LU Xun as basic
seript in his Revenge II (1924). Furthermore, with the aid of
Matthew 27:27-50, LU Xun redacted the Markan dictions in his
Revenge II. This article substantiastes LU Xun’ s Matthean
redaction. On one hand, from the viewpoint of Biblical Studies, it
is worthwhile for the academia to appreciate the intertextuality
between the Bible and LU Xun’ other writings as well. Thus, the
religiosity of literary works could be further explored. In addition,
Biblical Studies ought to supplement the development of LU Xun
Studies in three aspects: literary reception, literary production and
literary criticism. On the other hand, LU Xun's Bible reading is
also inspiring, which broadens other readers’ horizon of
understanding Jesus’ Passion discourse in the Gospel of Mark.
Two complementary domains are discovered: one is the public
discourse; the other is the religious experience. LU Xun’ s
viewpoint could enlighten biblical scholars to reassess the old
quest about the abrupt ending of the Gospel of Mark. In other

words , the public appreciation of the Bible can also create a new
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perspective in academic Biblical Studies.
Key words: Biblical Studies; LU Xun Studies; Revenge II;

Rezeptionsgeschichte ; intertextuality
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(Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 2011) , 157-196; A. Balaban,
“Secularity and Religiosity in Contemporary Hebrew Literature” , Middle
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