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LOGOS & PNEUMA Chinese Journal of Theology (No.28 Spring 2008)

Review: Edward Schillebeeckx's

Geloofsverstaan: Interpretatie en Kritiek

TENG Yuan-wei
Ph.D., Chengchi University, Taiwan

In this article, I intend to summarize the question, main
thesis and argument of Edward  Schillebeeckx's
Geloofsverstaan: Interpretatie en Kritiek. In these collected
papers, Schillebeeckx attempted to justify the conditions of
possibility of the understanding of faith in the light of Paul
Tillich's method of correlation. This correlation is a relation
between the question of man and the answer of God's
revelation. And according to Schillebeeckx, we can find the
point of correlation today in terms of hermeneutics and critical
theory. He appealed to several theories of language, especially
ontological hermeneﬁtics, and posed four linguistic criteria, so
that the gospel of Jesus Christ is intelligible for the
contemporary world. But hermeneutics cannot overcome the
absurd abyss of meaninglessness which comes from the
repression of human nature, so we must appeal to critical
theory to help us achieve the liberation of human nature by way

of negative dialectics. Accordingly, based on Geloofsverstaan,
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not only we could clarify the critical function of interpretation
through the dialogue of hermeneutics and critical theory, but
also integrate the interpretative and critical dimensions of

understanding of faith in the commuﬁity of orthopraxis.
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