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Charity in Judaism and Its Basic

Characteristics

J1 Yinping
Ph. D. Student, The School of Philosophy and Sociology
Shandong University

Abstract

As is known to all, Judaism focuses on laws; and among
many other laws and statutes, the law of charity is an important
one. Therefore, studies on the theories of charity, especially on
the practice of charity, are full of significance with regard to
the understanding of the characteristics of Judaism—that is to
say, Judaism does not emphasize dogmas or creeds, but pays
much attention to life practice. The author summarizes the
characteristics and values of the Jewish conception of charity
by expounding the development and improvement of the
theories and the practice of charity in the long history of
Judaism, focusing on the development of Jewish charity in the
biblical period, especially in the Talmudic period. The author
also discusses the significance of the Jewish conception of

charity to philanthropies in China today.
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