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On Dan Nan’s Painting Philosophy behind
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Abstract

Dan Nan, a Chinese Christian artist, is deeply influenced by the
inspiration of modern Western art. He is, however, not rigidly bound
up with Western artistic concept, style, or technique. With a Chinese
perspective, he pays special attention to individual experience and
inner existence, and strives to comprehend the essence of traditional
Chinese painting, while integrating the aesthetic view of his own
nation and the five-element color system. As a contemporary
Christian artist, he presents the biblical narrative of God’s creation

Ji Jingyi %C51— is a lecturer at Yanjing Theological Seminary.
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110 Ji Jingyi

with exuberant vitality. In this paper, the author attempts to examine
the changes in artistic style of this young artist, in order to explore his
understanding and interpretation of the Christian faith and painting
art. The case study of Dan also demonstrates the development of
contemporary Chinese Christian art, and reveals the importance and
uniqueness of visual arts as a means of mission from the perspective
of intercultural theology.

Key words: five-element color system, creation, non-figurative,
intercultural, print
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