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Political Philosopher Eric Voegelin created a vast title for the
phenomena of modern political Gnosticism, claiming that the essence of
modernity is the growth of Gnosticism. He understood Gnosticism as
“the experience of the world as an alien place, a horror of existence and
a desire to escape from it.” And he defined radically immanent salvation
as “anti-philosophical” modern political Gnosticism, which promised
salvation in the future, tried to solve the illness and evils in this world .
through historical processes. Voegelin tried to demonstrate that the
new science of politics, which was indebted to classical and Christian
philosophy, could diagnose the maladies of contemporary political
existence and offer remedies. Hence it might “repress Gnostic
corruption and restore the forces of civilization”. Voegelin’s writings
have strong impacts both within and beyond the field of political science.

Based on the reading of his Science, Politics and Gnosticism, this article
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introduces Voegelin’s analysis and criticism of contemporary political

Gnosticism.
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