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Abstract

Modern scholarship on the Bible has shown great interest
in the issue of identity with special focus on the situation of
the post-exilic period. However, there is little attention paid to
the phenomenon of acceptance. The gatekeepers were as a
new group emerged in this period. They had become a
sub-military force in Yehud and were responsible for local
administration and management of temple property. Therefore,
they earned high status and were portrayed by the Chronicler
as descendants of the Levites despite their doubtful origin.
This shows the post-exilic biblical authors to a great extent
determine the identity of “Israelites” and “Levites” according
to the social reality of animosity between groups, rather than
to the often assumed categories of ethnicity, such as strict

adherence to blood ties and faith.
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