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A global response to 
global challenges:
Why international collaboration in 
online, open and distance learning 
is key for inclusion, equity and 
diversity in education

Torunn Gjelsvik
Secretary General
ICDE 



ICDE at a glance

Founded 1938 in Canada
A global, not for profit NGO and 

membership association
Hosted and partly funded by 

Norway since 1988
In formal consultative partnership 

with UNESCO

ICDE Vision: 
“To achieve the potential of Open, Flexible, and Distance Learning created through our members 
and learning communities.”



What’s the Why?

To foster  inclusive 
educat ion through 
f lexible teaching 
methods and new 
technologies for  
learning



Our global outreach

330+ members and 
partners
70 countries in all world 
regions
impacting over 15 million 
students across all 
continents



Connecting experts across the globe



The value of joining a global community

Global diversity broadens our perspective

Personal connections

Collaborative opportunities across borders and sectors

Increased impact (joint forces, advocacy campaigns, thought leadership etc)

Learning through sharing of expertise, practice etc.



ICDE core strategic priorities (2021-2024)

• Advocate globally for Open, Flexible and Distance Learning (OFDL) 
and enable regional and national influence through members and 
partners

• Extend the global reach to underrepresented regions, new 
stakeholders and disadvantaged learner populations

• Continous work on the three prioritized areas:
• Quality
• OER 
• Innovation in education



What are OER?

Open Educational Resources 
(OER) are learning, teaching 
and research materials in any 
format and medium that reside 
in the public domain or are 
under copyright that have 
been released under an open 
license, that permit no-cost 
access, re-use, re-purpose, 
adaptation and redistribution 
by others.
(UNESCO)



What is an open license?

Open license refers to a license that respects the intellectual property 
rights of the copyright owner and provides permissions granting the 
public the rights to access, re-use, re-purpose, adapt and redistribute 
educational materials. (UNESCO)

Important distinction between copyright and usage rights 



Why is OER a strategic priority for ICDE?



ICDE activities and projects in Open education and OER



ICDE Global Advocacy Campaign – more information

https://www.icde.org/global-advocacy-campaign-home


Join the global community of ICDE

Join our community –
become a member
Subscribe to our 
newsletter
Follow us on Facebook, 
Linkedin and Twitter
Read our blog
Read our scientific Open 
Scholarly Journal Open 
Praxis

https://www.icde.org/membership-overview
https://www.icde.org/newsletter-subscription
https://www.facebook.com/ICDE.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icde-international-council-for-open-and-distance-education/
https://twitter.com/icde_org
https://www.icde.org/icde-blog
https://openpraxis.org/


Upcoming conference: register at www.icde.org 

https://www.icde.org/events-listings/icde-leadership-summit-2022


Thank you!

ICDE Secretariat
icde@icde.org

Torunn Gjelsvik
gjelsvik@icde.org

Except where otherwise 
noted, content in this 
presentation is licensed 
under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International 
License.
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