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The Curse of Eve:
Christian Anti-Foot Binding Discourses
in Late Qing New Age Novels

SR
RTINS B O U

KwONG CHI-LEUNG
Jilh A R

Abstract

In 1895, John Fryer (1839-1928) launched a “New Age Novel” writ-
ing contest. In this paper, the Christian anti-foot binding discourses
presented in the entries of the contest will be discussed. It aims to
show how Christianity shaped the Christian contestants’ interpreta-
tions of reality, and how the social context shaped their interpretations
of the Bible. Arguing that Christianity was the only way for curing
the problem of foot binding, some contestants stated that this evil was

KWONG Chi-leung (KUANG Zhiliang % R) is a PhD graduate of religious studies from
the Chinese University of Hong Kong and deputy head of the editorial department at the
Religious Education Resource Centre.
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2 Kwong Chi-leung

caused by the Devil. Some of them even quoted Genesis 3, interpret-
ing the curse that the heels of Eve’s offspring will be bitten by the
serpent’s offspring as a type prefiguring the problem of foot-binding
in late-Qing China.

Keywords: foot binding, John Fryer, New Age Novel, interpretation
of the Bible, Christians in Late Qing
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“God” Hidden in the Market Town:
Rural Churches and Market Space
in Late-Qing Chaozhou
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Abstract

In the late nineteenth century, Protestant missionaries began their
evangelistic work in Chaozhou prefecture. To attract the rural popula-
tion, missionaries from Presbyterian Church of England and Ameri-
can Baptist Church, often with the help of Christian merchants, chose
market towns to build chapels in the early days of church planting.
Most of these chapels were located on the market streets around the
gate of the walled village or wharfs, and near traditional Chinese tem-
ples, which were tricky in the eyes of missionaries. While they tried
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to limit the participation of local Christians in activities related to lo-
cal worship, the missions took advantage of non-Christian supersti-
tions to occupy the “holy space” in the villages. In this way, although
foreign missions failed to alter the unshakable status of the native re-
ligions in rural Chaozhou, they managed to maintain the coexistence
of the churches and the temples.

Keywords: Chaozhou (Teochew), Christianity in China, late imperial
rural China, market town, Chinese native belief
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A Study of John C. H. Wu’s
Later Thought of Natural Law
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CHENG MAO
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Abstract

This paper focuses on three aspects of John C. H. Wu’s later thought
of natural law, namely, the changing natural law, the intuitionalist
perspective of natural law, and the personalist perspective of natural
law, paying particular attention to how he synthesized and transcend-
ed the opposing legal and philosophical schools in the past, and how
he creatively interpreted St. Thomas Aquinas’ theory of natural law
according to his own Chinese philosophical tradition. Finally, this pa-
per hopes to conclude and evaluate Wu’s later thought of natural law.

Keywords: John C. H. Wu, natural law, Thomism, Chinese culture
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Abstract
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Abstract

This article explores how Western missions’ educational ministry in
Fuzhou influenced Ni Yucheng’s family and the Christian meeting
practices advocated later by Chinese church leader Watchman Nee. It
introduces the origin and evolution of three missions in Fuzhou and
traces the origin and process of Watchman Nee’s departure from the
missionary-led church practices. The educational experiences of the
three generations of the Ni family reflect the development of mission
schools at different times, as well as the process of Chinese believers
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receiving and integrating with Western education. The third
generation, Watchman Nee, having obtained the English and
intellectual literacy through one of the mission schools, studied the
Bible comprehensively and, using the church practices in the New
Testament as a model, started a Christian gathering in China.

Keywords: Christianity, mission, educational ministry, ecclesiology,
Watchman Nee (Ni Tuosheng), Fuzhou
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St Mark's COollege,
Foochow.
Sept. 14th, 1908, A.D.
To the Seoretary of the D. U. F. M.
Dear Sir,

In compliance with the enclosed resolution of the C. M. S.,
Fuh-Kien Sept. Conference, I am writing a few words. The English
work spoken of in the resolution of March 1907, A.D. is the same as
the St Mark's Anglo-Chinese College referred to in Sept. 1908 A.D.
The work has developed rapidly and seems to have a very special
opportunity at the present time in China. It is I think unanimously
felt by the Missionaries here, both ¢. M. S. and D. U. F. M. that if
T. 0. D. could supply the men, it would open out to the D. U. F. M.

a great field for reaching the upper olasses in China. If Stanley
oould be left with me and one more man added the work ceuld be carried
on at least for two years, when probably a full staff of four men
would be needed. conference ha= emitted all mention of building in
the second resolution, as there seems good hepe that the Pan—-Angliocan
grant may suffice for this. The school is already self-supvorting,
1. e. paying all the Chinese masters and expenses, except the
missionaries'salaries, and as the school inoreases some of the latter
expense could also be met. Last term I had to refuss about 100
Students, and this term I am again refusing numbers owing to lack of

teachers and tion, while the scheel within the first year
1907-8 rose from nine te ninety studénts. I mentien these faots only
to give some idea of the opening and epportunity, and I ocannot but
think that an appeal based on such faots and for such a special field

Courtesy ol Trinily College Dublin Library
FiAt— GRIW) TCD MUN DUFEM 37-108-0001

FiHF—%E 3 E : Courtesy of Trinity College Dublin
Library, TCD MUN DUFEM-37-108-0001.
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of work might net enly call ferth the extra men required, but alse
the meney for their support.

I have no doubt that Bishep Price will have an eprortunity
of meeting the D.U.F.M. Committee, and so I need, I think, not add
more. Trusting that in this and all other matters God's guidance
may be constantly given.

Believe me,
Yours very sincerely,
¥. S. Pakenham Walsh.

I forget te add that St Mark's would be under the D. U. F. M. in the
same way as Fuhning.

i S Courtesy ol Trinity College Dublin Library
HifE— (450 TCD MUN DUFEM-37-108-0002

M—%8 4 H : Courtesy of Trinity College Dublin
Library, TCD MUN DUFEM-37-108-0002.
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22nd. December 1908.

Dear Sir,

Your imporiant lstter, on behalf of the Dublin
University kuh-kien Mission Committee, which we received on tae

2nd. inst., has been carefully considersd by our Committee.
7 o
\

;l [t is hardly necessary for me to assure you that our
\ L"d Committee heartily appreciate the rnadiness whicn the D.U.F.K.
',.:’” J'QV‘}\ nave expressed to assist in the educational work in Foochow, but
- L':;e subject, on fuller consideration, appears to the Committee
to involve the administration in considerable difficulties,
and taey regret that they cannct see their way to recommend .tne
arrangeient whoreby D.U.F.l. would become responsible for taking
charge of St. Mark's College, Foocaow. They earnestly hope
that the able band of Missionaries in Fun-ning may see their
way to consolidate the work in that District, and extend into
the immediate regions beyond to the north and norta-west.

Ever sincerely yours,

The Rev. R.i.Gwynn,

40, Trinity College,

publin.
B
[FI4(1908) 12422 B XA L% L FA, Courtesy of Trinity College Dublin Library
AT SN TRBE . TCD MUN DUFEM-37-109-0001

BEPE= - 1908 4F 12 7 22 AEAGZEEHEK > 280 SR A FREIGE -
Courtesy of Trinity College Dublin Library, TCD MUN DUFEM-37-109-0001.
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Dear Mr. Muller,

We have received extracts from the Minutes of the Pan-Anglican
Fund Trustees, dealing with the Pan-Anglican grant of £6,000, viz.
£6,000 towards a group of institutions comprising the Anglo-Chinese
College, High School, Normal 6iess School, with Chapel, gymnasium,
houses for two married Missionaries, accommodation for two unmarried
Missionaries, and four Chinese masters, together with an additional
grant of £300 towards a Normal School for women. We have also
received the resolutions of the Building Committee of August 20th,
offering £1,400 to the Society for the site and buildings known as
the ' Divinity School compound', and also the resolutions of Confer-
ence of August 24 &c. recommending the acceptance of this offer.
These documents have been accompanied by a very full and helpful
letter addressed to the Committee by your Bishop.

The matter has been very carefully gone into by our Committee,
and it is with much satisfaction that we have now to inform you that
the following recommendations of your Conference of August 24 &c.

have been approved, viz. -

M=
FAREEM A AR 2, PR LT RIA4 /M Courtesy of Trinity College Dublin Library
TARLFRE. QRN ZRTF190846H240) . TCD MUN DUFEM-37-115-0001

MHE=5 1 B BAeEedn = RhadiiEd o WS
HEMWTAER T8 o I ERZIE R 1908 4F 6 A 24 H » Courtesy
of Trinity College Dublin Library, TCD MUN DUFEM-37-145-0001.
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2)

" (a) That the offer of the Pan-Anglican Fund Trustees of
£1,400 for the present Divinity School Compound and buildings, be
accepted.

" (b) That £550 out of the above purchase money be set aside
for site and building of a Junior Boys' Boarding School in the
vicinity of the Pan-Anglican Grant buildings.

" (c) That £100 out of the same be set aside for the erection
of a new Mission Godown.

" (d) That £500 out of the same be reserved for the purchase
and adaptation of a house in Foochow City as a residence for a
Missionary.

" (e) That the remaining £250 be added to the Pan-Anglican
grant for the Women's Normal School.

" (f) That the transfer of the present Divinity School and
residence to the upper compound, be approved.

" (g) That, in view of the conditions required by the Pan-
Anglican Grant Scheme, the D.U.F.M. be requested to include the
Normal Class and High School, in addition to the Anglo-Chinese
College, among the Institutions to be ' worked exclusively by
' D.U.F.M. Missionaries.'

" (h) The Committee place on record their thankfulness that
such a complete and satisfactory readjustment of the educational
institutions in Foochow has been rendered possible, in consequence
of the grant from the Pan-Anglican Thankoffering Fund to the Fuh-
Kien Diocese, and they trust that the scheme thus inaugurated may,
under the Divine Blessing, conduce largely to the consolidation and
extension of Missionary work throughout the Diocese. "

S (520 Courtesy of Trinily College Dublin Library

TCD MUN DUFLEM 37 145 0002

B =%F 2 E : Courtesy of Trinity College Dublin
Library, TCD MUN DUFEM-37-145-0002.
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The Committee have noted that in the event of the D.U.F.M.

becoming responsible for the Normal Class and High School, in

addition to the Anglo-Chinese College at Foochow, the Rev. J.Hind has

definitely offered to rejoin the D.U#F.M. staff working in the Fuh~
Kien Province, as a C.M.S. Missionary, and the Estimates Committee
have been asked to make the necessary financial provision to meet
this case, but Mr. Hind's offer is, of course, to come in the
ordinary way before the Candidates Committee, and has not yet been
dealt with.

We remain, dear Mr. Muller,

Yours very faithfully and af fectionately,

Secs. C.M.S.

W. Muller, Esq.

Courtesy of Trinity College Dublin Library
P GE3R) TCD MUN DUFEM 37-108-0001

M4 =% 3 B : Courtesy of Trinity College Dublin
Library, TCD MUN DUFEM-37-108-0001.
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The Missionary School in China:
The Education Model and Evangelism

of Shanghai Christian and Missionary Alliance’s
Beulah School (1903-1951)

R A B
W LRI S S R 8
(1903-1951)

NI BUXIAO
1584 g

Abstract

This article explores the development of the Shanghai Beulah School
founded by the missionary Rev. John Woodbury and his wife in the
first half of the twentieth century. The school was committed to
preaching the Gospel and promoting an educational model that
integrated knowledge and spirituality. During the period of the
Republic of China, the school experienced difficulties such as anti-
Christianity and nationalism, but still adhered to the position of
religious education and non-registration in the government system,
demonstrating its religious identity, and pursued the Christian
educational tradition of being in the world for many years. Focusing on

NI Buxiao fii#F B is assistant researcher of Christianity and Chinese Culture Research
Centre, Alliance Bible Seminary, Hong Kong.
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serving the society and cultivating moral character, the school had
made outstanding achievements in modern Christian education. Its
tradition of emphasizing the Gospel in education shows its contribution
and significance to the development of Christian education in China.

Keywords: Shanghai Christian and Missionary Alliance, Beulah
School, Christian education, Western knowledge, evangelism
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— o STHEAEAE R

AR H 1900 4 9 AEREEZR LIl > i g FEEIELHE
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! K. C. Woodberry, “Alliance Missions Beulah, Shanghai,” The Christian and Missionary
Alliance 31, no. 11 (August 15, 1903): 149.

2FIGH - (PRIEBEPERFHENBENERR) - CGEREE BB S
HE) (L ElAR > 2007) >3-4
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o RIS (EREM—REB UL REIE) (R BSERES
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4 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962 (Christian and

Missionary Alliance National Archives), 8.

5 B. Y. Wong, “A Message from Dr. Wong,” Christian and Missionary Alliance 26, no.
24 (June 15, 1901): 323-24.

¢ “Alliance Work in Shanghai,” Research and Reference Material on the History of The
North and Central China Mission of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, vol. 1, 1888—
1934, 245.

7 K. C. Woodberry, “A Dear’s Work with our Native Missionaries,” Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance 28, no. 8 (February 22, 1902): 103.
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% “Alliance Work in Shanghai,” 249.

1 Woodberry, “Alliance Missions Beulah, Shanghai,” 148-49.

" K. C. Woodberry, “Evangelization of the World: Jewish Trophies from Gentile Mis-
sions,” The Christian and Missionary Alliance 37, no. 4 (December 26, 1903): 51.
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12 R. G. Woodberry, “Report of the Beulah Chapel,” Christian and Missionary Alliance 32,
no. 17 (April 2, 1904): 263.

13 Woodberry, “Alliance Missions Beulah, Shanghai,” 149.
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4 Woodberry, “Report of the Beulah Chapel,” 262-26.

5FEEA (1888-1979) > FUMK - HEE R ARE L > AR W o T R RN ST
T LR AR SRR TR > WA B o 1912 AT R A L R R A
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o FER  OREATARERAY (2 EEEEEEM > 2003) > 18 - I
BEZHMF RN (FhE) > TREZHHEK -



162 Ni Buxiao

1 2 b L A > BB — AR > AR A — PR A A R
ELAR o AN > BESCEAR G o A R AR R AE B T AT > HEAR—
1 BANEEB R IER > BB 73— A 4 3 22
APFF IR > ARWENTIRE > BRI SEER - F
FEHALTS o FRAR UGG W NAE T DR ARSI S — & o B
NN > —HEEN EE —BX B B IR A
HEIBE— AR o idE — R > BRI AR E -
B BESCRN S 0 SR B R > BB A BB A Z K o 7
AL RSP EEEEEE SV A /DB R TS > £ L8
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HE B AERFE T 5 75 2 P B /N A 2 A B Y [ A B
Pﬁ o 18
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RN~ AR ISR B2 - SRERIE A R 45 R0 B AR 19 R TR £4
N o WAFE A HER R W ERACH - MR % EilsFE R
TR > HI AR 5 B AT A EE 6 A AR e L I AR BE (Missionary
Training Institute, Nyack) KEZ:HJ A - 204 1908 £ 1911 FFH[H > it
AN ST R B AL R AR > AR AR A 4 BT ER AL (New York

TOESE  (EERME) (2 ZEWLHMEL > 2001) - 37-38 ¢
18 Mrs. Woodberry, “Report of Beulah Chapel,” May 22, 1909, 121.

19 “Report from Beulah Chapel, Shanghai, for 1906,” The Christian and Missionary Alli-
ance 26, no. 24 (December 22, 1906): 393.

20 «“Chinese Students’ Christian Conference,” The Christian and Missionary Alliance 33,
no. 4 (October 23, 1909): 59.
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2l Mr. and Mrs. J. Woodberry, “Shanghai, China,” The Christian and Missionary Alliance
36, no. 18 (July 29, 1911): 275.

2 SRIGSAE R BT RN EE WEEI A% - EEFFNEANBEFTE Pl 2 AE
B> PEREBE L EPORL (TR BEEZRL] WS - 78 1917 £ 1919
F A 55 10 A bU R R B 7 S BLAT S AR IR o I R - PRSI L
—BRESE) (B ERURELHRAL - 2019) o

2 Mrs. Woodberry, “Report of Beulah Chapel,” The Christian and Missionary Alliance 32,
no. 8 (May 22, 1909): 121.

24 Mr. and Mrs. J. Woodberry, “Report of Shanghai Work,” The Christian and Missionary
Alliance 28, no. 3 (July 20, 1907): 31.
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i T ERENRE - £ LB ZEON - TG O E S
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3 Miss Ora Woodberry, “Notes from Shanghai,” 408. “Alliance Work in Shanghai,” Re-
search and Reference Material on the History of The North and Central China Mission
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, vol. 1, 1888-1934 (Christian and Missionary
Alliance National Archives), 254.

0 RGBT MG WA EGH 0 (1901-1920 FHBEBLAAAER) > TH

(dbxt R SRR AR > 2007) > 1058
27 Mrs. Woodberry, “Report of Beulah Chapel,” May 22, 1909, 121.

2 Rev. J. Woodberry and Family, “Twenty-three Years in China,” The Alliance Weekly: A
Journal of Christian Life and Missions 52, no. 2 (April 5, 1919): 24.
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&4 > B33 EE A SLF] (Carrie Montgomery) FAi2€ 5L (Charles
Black) KMHEWpiEE) » ME T HBLHEE REEK > 7 By B E
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DLAC A B8 4% Mary S. Black Seminary » HIEBUESFH L1
B 5  Fhb— i & & Beulah Academy > FZZE B KA - [A]
W > % E M D 5 2 ST B AR R R e A/ NEE o GLHE IR B A0 A AR
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AR S (AR AR AR (R 55 K T T AR
Bt (Mills College) B ui oy (3 25+ I AER P SR 36 > MR TR 1E =+
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2 Miss Ora Woodberry, “Notes from Shanghai,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Chris-
tian Life and Missions 54, no. 26 (September 25, 1920): 408.

30 “Shanghai, China,” The Christian and Missionary Alliance 36, no. 14 (July 1, 1911):
211; Mr. and Mrs. J. Woodberry, “Shanghai, China,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of
Christian Life and Missions 38, no. 14 (July 6, 1912): 217.

3

Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962, 19.

Grace W. Woods, “The Shanghai Revival,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Christian
Life and Missions 62, no. 45 (November 5, 1927): 742.

HEE : (REEH) (L EEEHEE > 1934) -
M OEE . (EWREEIRE R (LR > i RIEIRE 5 2013)
10-11~ 21
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35 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962, 23.

3¢ «Alliance Work in Shanghai,” 254.

I AR T EARE =T EAPHE B A B R - LR P ERE S e
NEAE BEAEER - BRI AR - 1938 SFMBEMH PP B
R THE S A SR i R A R A o AT RO — I o A - CENETERY)  (F
B AL > 1952) o 1 s (RA=4E) (FE  BESC 1994)
92~

BASBAGREZNRTE) - (BEAH BT (19264F 11 H29H) 110

% Rev. J. Woodberry and Family, “Twenty-three Years in China,” April 5, 1919, 24.

40 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, 20.
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BAmMPRENET®K > 1919 FFEEKMBR DR - ha
TERLA 5 rh AR > S AT RO B TR o TR R B TR R —
I8 380 25 4 FE B 2 s T R E 9 BT A B 2 AR AR ) R SEM R A
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FolcE R 0 [P ERAN R B ESGE [RIE] - ERE KR
Zy TR DAE SR 1R 45 BB P O R o Slf B[] B R ] 2 S HR
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41 John Woodberry, “A Forward Movement in Shanghai,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal

of Christian Life and Missions 50, no. 20 (August 17, 1918): 312-13.
2 ORIEET R AERSZRGH 0 €1901-1920 FHBEIEBEHREER) > E&
388 °

4 Rev. J. Woodberry and Family, “Twenty-three Years in China,” April 5, 1919, 24.

R. H. Glover, “Features of the Work in 1918,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Chris-
tian Life and Missions 52, no. 10 (May 31, 1919): 153.
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4 A. C. Snead, “Alliance Missions in China,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Christian
Life and Missions 56, no. 28 (July 10, 1926): 447.

4 R. H. Glover, “A Visit to Our Eastern Asia Missions,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal
of Christian Life and Missions 62, no. 7 (May 16, 1914): 105.

47 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, 21.
SO (BIEEE AR o Bl (B RBEE > 1999) > 4546 ¢
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4 The Woodberries, “Report for 1914 of Beulah Chapel, Shanghai, China,” The Alliance
Weekly: A Journal of Christian Life and Missions 44, no. 6 (May 8, 1915): 88; “Shang-
hai,” The Report of The Christian and Missionary Alliance for 1917, 56; “Schoolwork,”
The Report of The Christian and Missionary Alliance for 1919, 19.
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50 E. Fred Page, “Bound Under a Great Curse,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Christian
Life and Missions 61, no. 28 (July 10, 1926): 447-48.

1 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, 22.
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52 Rev. J. Woodberry and Family, “Twenty-three Years in China,” April 5, 1919, 24.
33 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, 34.
3% Rev. W. G. Davis’s transcription of oral history, April 5-6, 1962, 24.
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57 Miss Ora Woodberry, “Home-Going of Mrs. John Woodberry,” The Alliance Weekly: A
Journal of Christian Life and Missions 54, no. 6 (May 8, 1920): 88-89.




The Missionary School in China 173

Sl o AR BB PEAME A — IRF ] R SO R 1 B B A
IE o 8 R WO B S R E RS - BB e BT
BRI o 50 JLIRG b <7 FUAE Y R ECHE A R

BARRETEERR  GEFLIHMER K SPFHK
FIFTR %8 ZEERMHUFL RWHLAESEHEFET
W EARAKE B E o BATE AR > 33w 4R AP B
BHEEN N EAHBENELE  REMAMHEOREL R
WRHAEMKEF o EHFBETHMNAE o —EHERNITAT
REEARARMTI IR EEEHURHERTE—
A HEEFHDTH -

AR <P EUER b S A U5 B BN A e R R B
SR b o #RMEIR NN BT BB AT I B U - R 2
0 A R CTTT A > 1 1920 478 Foy SLAB B f SR B - OB
I —JEHT 0 B GO BRLSE [ AT 5 A A T e ) B T
I AR RIS R RS o | 60 TR > S R BRI
BT 200 AR 2 A1 B LU AT A
MO SCRATRE U S WL RO A R R B R
52 R AR SR A0 o T DL A I B R L) B 0
2 <P IUER B SRR Ry S B K o

16 1020 4EMBBHAHR : DEMAMAA A AR
LA R o R R O R (L A
I RO SUR > AR o ) 0 0 S R RO )

BMFE AERSFANEGBE  BENME  FEREA
FHEeE EPHERRTANTFRATY - Hib > 7 BRRE

S (FIBERABAEES) > (REHAWH) > 192545 A3 H > 811 R -
Y EHE . OYBEBBERPEAMGSE) (REIMN  mEHF > 1996) 5 246 -

¢ Miss Ora Woodberry, “Notes from Shanghai,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Chris-
tian Life and Missions 54, no. 26 (September 25, 1920): 407.

o1 Tbid.
2 Ibid., 408.
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6 B - (DA R B EHES) (2 AKXk o 1992) > 80 °

o6 MR (EREBHEET (1807 & 1953 4E) ) (Fik - dE e »
1993) > 204-5 °

7 “Notes from Shanghai,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Christian Life and Missions
57, no. 6 (April 7, 1923): 93.
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H—F/NREEE > BT =P BN HipEREEEHR . 4
AN TR EAZFREZUE o SR > 7R85 — IR F B BoE B i
] > SFEERAL YN SR BGHRAE SOE B > DA B A I Y B iR
[Fi] BRLE % o

BEEILER FRE - IR ERIRGERZEIG RN SHA
SEH > YT T WA I BB B R B LK o 1924 FFHE
2 b B AN JE A AR AR R o P B E B e AL > BIAE
T3 0 R IR BRI o O B N AR ATk A RE - 4
1M f2 36 7 1B 32 28 1 PR A Wk = TR > 2 B 4 4 B BH I BE BB R K
o BT RBURERY 7 R g - BRI VE TR B R ER Y B AR o O T
HAE T B 2 AR 0 W AR IRE ] - PR I S 2 TEG > R S T 28
& B A RARAERE T - BT - BRRR - BRI LA AHE - R
THEFBRAIRESF I o 70 HRFE ARG > R A 2
NI4T H > FE LI HTE R S A B (A R — S e B AG 1) B
AETER S (CBEAR) » BAEE A R AR A o T H Y
e SR B B R B RS HOEE) > R AR BRI - EH
JUEEE AT (Rev. Howard Van Dyck) 24 EL#ER 5% - B
AR KA e B) B AL ) - FEAK B A R AL A AR > M
Bl o[RBT RN > R BBk BE #E K {0425 (Lev Mikhailovich Ka-
rakhan) &AL E MR G EEE > ZRS B LA 4 E L)
&5 o 7E2 A M4 HE BAR IR PR B 4% - R BUA I K
M B FEET o 1 25— 7T > P EE R HE bR R SR 10 o B R
WEEE > HFE R ERIRM SRR » il ChEZFR) ke
B E g - Wi LSRR eNFEeRLE > B
I E2: 5 B 2 b i BELAE ) > A AT Y RO AR E B R B EE L

8 “Shanghai,” The Report of The Christian and Missionary Alliance for 1923, 51.

® R - CGEARTH A EEBWIECE RIS (1860-1950) (L - LigAL &Rt
2t > 2012) > 195 ¢

O CARRRA G RIE) B - EAAR - CRIER I A SOR ) SRR
HH) > 54042

" Howard Van Dyck, “The Chinese Situation,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Chris-
tian Life and Missions 60, no. 40 (October 3, 1925): 671.

2 Ibid., 671.
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HE [BEERL] EAEHEEN  BEFFREeELN RS > @
By e B B T BUR R M SR SRR o R BB RS bR
FEROR > (ERA T I BR R BB B R R > MG e SR I R
bR e E TS A TR A EERSEME o PEBLE 515
JiE ¥ A B LR JE B O E) > B E TR IR ERFH
BHEE > BREB GBI o Zodr 24 i 2 A IR 2 JE
W HABAD AT > BEZHERAEREHREM -

BRI o ST R M TR AR A — A ATt g
T G B At e R A AR [R] (0 45 o [N R AN A I BB
RO SRZIVE MEE A T o Y 1924 MESFITER S Wb B A BT B 2R B
RE S BV SR A BT TER BN - At B A
BN R R RGN > — B85 S8BT TH
EIEES Sy o BRMARAZ B R EE) o Bt > 1925 FHFE TR
SPELERAG I P B - /)N ER B B 4T HE [ AE A A A AR T RER A
ELAG o BRI S AR AR BR A LAY B DU RO 1G4 > MR
B R R 0 5 AT ER I R R R AGE AR RIS L > At SFILERRTE
1925 4 Pk ik A5 3 s g o 74

Fe % 1926 4 > LGS E B AT TR > SF BB AAE K
MR > AT B — R 4> AR R o R H REEUG K
FATHZE B R =T JLUGERR - Ay CRASZEEHIRE) SUHA
MIAEEHE B LA AN SO N ER A 06 S 3 52 CF AT BURS R (1) B
B > B IEEUR S FAE  RESAEA TR > KES
Hh ] N BB A B BTG AR R E B B R IR AE R
NE A RA > BRI R B > R EARAE I 5 FAT AL
WA > SR EIEASE - BUNBERE I H AR o 75 BUR 7 R 5 HUE
iz 1% » e B R > & Bk w] R A= > fE s T B

7 Sanford C. C. Chen, “The Anti-Christian Education Movement,” Educational Review
17, no. 2 (April 1925): 142.

™ “Shanghai,” The Report of The Christian and Missionary Alliance for 1926, 51;“Shang-
hai,” The Report of The Christian and Missionary Alliance for 1927, 46;Miss Ora Wood-
berry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962, 29.

P (PREBBEFREZES) o (PEEEHGFEE (1927) ) (E
Ao ERBEHIT L WSO E o 1983 FEEIR) - 51-52 -
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e % 20 1) BRSO o U SR ELL B R 1 AR
RHEG BRI BB R ERIERINS ? AR e B
TESL S E B wtam WAL > 2 Bon) b il Bos SR A HE A AN L
GHER A - AT AR - B8 PR BUF R > Hez
BOA R A PR BN A ST o 7O

BR - ST REEBARAE BB B R AR AR R R
[ UM SL S RE M R R4 o KORBUR B RS - M B A > RECR
6] B RE M SR AR E - B2

ELENBER  EEERET  HE-LEZERGER
T-EWRREBARENFEIBN G #4 - RTBN—HE > #
BT EREM > LURHAFILEREA=ZREZNFEHR
BERHBEMRHERE ERATERAEHALAIERME
WA E G - RMEEEBBME THRERE  BEERmW
AT g

TESF FLERAC BBk B A IR b > oh B BUR A B SL SR A4S o BT AT 2
W A AT BB SR AR > T R B A HEAT AL B > Wk
MR > AT ARG RS o EBCREHEE hiE L [E] 5
G ERFEE R R AR B BT AR A I e A ) ) S D 2 N o
T o BB R SF A T R R L B RE R F
BIRAEBLAAFTRE > HOBRRZREEEHE MR GHEEF
GUR KA PRET) o R  SEITERAG T RE E A 0 PR R AR 1Y IR
B > ATORTE 1927 SEF ZRLE) T £ 1) o 78

SR > FEEBREERBREAT M2 > 24FE=AFRI
RE LU B > AR R T Bk SF R S RVE M BoE R AR
BEPH > DA GBS S B B A R o T A EAGE i AR

o OREEEE . G EEZCEBH PREAERROEE > CURTBE RS
(2001 4£55 3 ) : 77-81 -

7 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962, 29.

8 “Shanghai,” The Report of The Christian and Missionary Alliance for 1927, 47.

" “Shanghai,” The Report of The Christian and Missionary Alliance for 1928, 42.
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b3 B R 8 ) 0 0 B K R R A B > AR SRR b B R
BT P REEA TR > ISR A SRR R R B SRR > E RN
i A G 1] B ) S A T R R S B I [ T A %
R~ I PR ~ 48 BB R RERIRLR © | iM% > EE g
WA ABBEI BN B EFE W Rag - B8 LA LER
Wi TE B RN AR URE R EIRE A AN > BEE
eI T H RS S HOE B 0 1929 4F 9 H 7 HER K 8 4h #fE
B~ /INER B Hh R A A AR ﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁ%mﬂﬁﬁ%jiau
HERF 8 S R RV ST AR R ORI o

BB R EUN 2R > BB B A B R A R T I T S A T
TR FBL > MET DASCE SRR - A8 T 2 A% 1 s IS E > RIS
KA ER RGN MR R B B B IR B E o S AR AR N IR
INT ¥iAr -~ BURLER > DB 2R E B R R BB
B AE—E > DA R BORE > (AT B - N BTy - B
B2 T KR BUR 09 BOR AT EOE > BURAL B W JER - M 1EE
— WP B ERENE RBRKEREREAZ T > BT A
ZRAZH > HIRZRAERSE —ITERE - M [ =H%A
B AREAENRRE > SEEENETZFHERBOEREM > 5k
B AR R o BE R R B R e
Fog PR GG DT A R RITE 1929 4F 200 Fr¥ie
GEE TONET s i e AARYAE 28 1| M 0 E T8 L e Ll Wl e ek
fisE i > AR TELE BEZPE AR REE > RES
HLA ] A 22 BOR A o il SR ORI AR R B B O e Y B
Ko AT MR MBI TR E A RERE MR

8 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962, 30-31.

81 «A Resume of Recent Events in China,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Christian
Life and Missions 62, no. 24 (June 11, 1927): 394.

82 «Alliance Work in Shanghai,” 259.

8 C. C. Djao, “Christian Education in China From 1923-34,” Educational Review 28, no.
2 (April 1936): 106.

SR R T RPN ET E MR AT R PR R AR R AR
ChIER PR R GO ARD) 58 5 A% 1 IREE () (MmN
1997) - 1011 -
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FEA] > (RSP TIT 55 > JE Sl AN 2 B T R R e R 5 e A A R A
PRI SR BLE RRAE GOEAT R B > DA B2 AL JE 12 BA S s
WRAE o 5 — U5 > AR TR SR > R R A ERAC B IARK - T
HB ) E2AC A HE AR > A WRiia L BUN 9B 1R « 8 AT - {2
(o Sy B 1) BB S R AR R BR T RO 3 R B A I 50k
HOSEBD A1 > Bodr B A By Y B2 A 5 B B L SR B - R R A
BRI BUR ML SR R o 86

E15 B R - %8 — R b B B 2 o e A R R
5o A7 B BUR A E R R - o Y Bl BRACA DU A (W] Y R
f& o #— ARy OB ST UG T A AL ST A RE MR E ¢ DG 2
9 e S 2 M0 SR R 0 S - AP A8 PR s 1) KL A ) EEC
JRFREME o 25 R T7 SURME - EEE R R [H DR EUN 2
BRRE > BUERTPAT - GEMEEEORARA G BLandr > | 51 - 1t
R Rt B N A S ROE - BEFE — Bl AR o A SRR
B PEREE R o A > BINERE R U > TEREM T B AL
B> BEEEE N AR o 5 =R D7 SRR TR - 4R
FE e 7 SRl K A A5 AR ] HCRE B0 B B AL - LB RE M ERAC R VR I
BERRRE A R BCE A RE DR AL HE R Bk > M 8 2 5T I 2R IE AR
AT RBCE B R BERGTRER - AR RD - PRI SRR AR A R
BB - 3 AT RER IRy ] M 28 A o 5 D O T R K A B
PHERAS © T B e B SRR R M i 2OR BRI IE 1 > BRAR A RERE I
TR R AR A B B A5 WROR R PR AR R BRI BUAR - B > ALt
B AR B RIS R, - s Rl i & T S 2k L R AR
BAL G ROR IR o B PR A g O A R R Y B A O BUR
ERAE o AP S o R L 5% O el i M A TR AR T MR Y o 87

8 Frank W. Price, “Registration Trends,” Educational Review 21, no. 2 (April 1929): 159—
60.

S WEREE - EH 0 CEBEREFERBBEMS T (RN mEEE > 1998) o
243 °
87 Frank W. Price, “Registration Trends,” 160-61.
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BT = AR > b B B N R A R B 2 AR KR
BemBERENRERTERLETH - ¥ 1931 FEFE LBTHAFR
T RE A5 W RO RS AL » BAERR T MGEM > & R e AT
YA o 8 4 T 1 A 15 il T 92 R T <7 ST R A AE 1 R AT B - FERR I
GIAEARA R - Z LIk B FE T LR e BB S
HE A S AR M AEEE > B TR MM R E 2 A BT
BEFEFLREM - HEWARREIRE » RETMREREES G RR
BRI THER R SR BB o BRT BT B AR A 4 B Uk B
JT L R] B 0o ) R REL o A8 ol AN [ 1 3 RS A A > (R BB AR IR 2
ERREANGEM > RO BH BB g R RS o A 6 11 HEUK
B R © [TRBAPAAGEM » W AE LA wsa wI B > 2
AR A A AR > BB Z R o AR R FEIIY o (H AR AT
TR A B9 #K o | 00 3R 2o B b g S B AR 4K 1) B RE A
SFERRCAN AR e > DUER MR > BB R Rk A K
GERERNATE 8 M RS L A R B o

1931 FjL—/N\FE% - BURIRALE DEEREMREFTIESN
EMEHEE AT o RFKT > SFIEERANIRAGE A B w B A2 - /R
AP AR AR E W EA 5 KE 1935 Fam8frE
A=A e OV i BN B R AT 5 0 ER AR B = A T A R i
KF o G DAL SR A AL BUNER B BOR R A K
HMiZE W > SRR R R SR A3 U - 78— RE IR A
58 55 BAL 50 L S P s ey o B B SRR R AEAT U R - ALARIE
X BERTEE - ARERE - RASR GRS AT 2R
B o 2P LA R G MAA R A W AR R 51 72 AL Bk %
TAkE o R R EZ R ERRNR > REBHERE T LW
TR - FHREOIE > m AR TR IEE VR R E] o RS

8 C. C. Djao, “Christian Education in China From 1923-34,” 107; (FERILE % &4
Sl 1930-1931 4F (A7BL) ) - (FERFF) F27H (193243 H) :5-10°

8 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, 53.
* Ibid., 54.

! Ibid.

92 «Alliance Work in Shanghai,” 260.
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AW EE EIDCER e R E - FOFEET e EENHT
At e H 1928 AFRHOCATIELIR > fh 45 5L 3 AN 7 D A R f B R
FHEEIIE T PR N > SFEAN B T H BB
TARRZEZALHHA - SHEIDLEMEEARFENSE > HHE
AR L BT D AR TR Y AL AR > BEAA A9 AR — R
A ¢ AR I B A - EaliE A T B EE RS
BERRRERAEELE TEEYRE -

b AT R 7R A AR AR A (B 5K 2 B I 2R A AR
o SFHERRBBTEBRR B EEEZS BB TEZAFEN
ZE ] ARG [ECEr A A [OREUE AT A b ) R SR e R
BUMN B 2 AR A R EE > S A MR AR 1 BUR S RC > H 8 8
B PH A LR > B2 ER R e B AL R S 8 o BRI T - Bl B 7
SHMEBRIT AT AR ER L EBEAET > FmE
T A B A S B A TTREER - UEZRE
e R R A R M 0 B R D IR o O AN o AR R R B AR T
T - SR BCR BUR B SLI5G A — B0 (EARAM S IR AT 28 BA B R
U o TR AR AN P R R T S A E AR E R o 5 — 1
PR SRR N LR A S A [P B R B I AR R A MR B - A
JE R BRI 1Y R > TR — I S S R A LA ) B R o BRI
BE o SRR T ST AL T BR P SR BUB AR - AR R B E R
G KB BOR BN SR o AN SFEERCREATREM >
AL AS B BUN 8 AT ) 2 > iR RE R BN B AL T AR A
THE: > EE MR E ST EAEE N AFIE R > (H A A B AL
HUE > AR MRS SR BB CE WA - TG BN T — Al B
BT B RBR BS BRI R i B E R &

B SFRETHRESER o (P H7EH 18 (1934) 7
% Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962, 33-34.
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PO~ Bsz By AR B A T BB T

HrBFAE 1937 4F 7 AR EBE 2% > PR RHLEKREZREN
R 26 95 (SA M) MM 24 9 HSF BB IT IR
TN - SHAENA > BEGE LHBER > L H R
Erg AL A RS - WP REARERNEEABRaZH
10 AXMEZERB AR ANELR G BEB T TFRITAGHAES
TGE) o % J % 1939 4F 6 HSpHE & K HEKE AR £ R
B 25 & 26 95 (S AU PURE 605 5F 42 9%) - sZIRA KN =B
B AT A RO A o 7 R Rk E Fig A LA > P
Y2065 (8 B AL R G B AN LB 1T RO A oK
R > 75 BRI B R AE o 98 %8 — INF I <7 B0 AR AR I R AL B
W8 > RE RS > B W2 2P - 2R AR
PH > I iE AR > (R TR B 2w » RUBR TR
B TEAN A B TAE o K2 1940 4F5F FLELR AL PR AUk s 1 > B2
ARZEHWE AN

1941 4F 12 A R BRFREE > HEEE LR a Lid
3 TR AE BT RR T BRI R SR B A RE )RR S A R o AR o R
ZHETERGARPR - HER D BONTE B 7 BOER) BB T BB o
SFHERAMEAME M EFESORE - fEHEFIT » ZR5 4
A T EWHSE A g, | s AR R R BE T R o T b B 2R AT B8 < e Ao

% Ora Woodberry, “News from Shanghai,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Christian
Life and Missions 73, no. 9 (February 26, 1938): 138.

% “Triumphs of the Gospel in Shanghai,” The Report of The Christian and Missionary
Alliance for 1939, 79; { FISFEBEME I AR ASEL IR R EE) > M
Wy #5036 EH 128 (1937) 1710

7 PR AERBEZEEEN - (LERAE) (LB D eREE > 2001) o
441 ; Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962, 75.

% “Central China Mission Conference,” The Alliance Weekly: A Journal of Christian Life
and Missions 76, no. 6 (February 8, 1941): 90.

9 «Alliance Work in Shanghai,” 264.



The Missionary School in China 183

R B A Bk o BEER AR — W) R IR B BR EE A K T o 100
1945 4F 8 H H A M MG AR PR » B A5 R T /AR Z A8 © 5F
FL AL A8 1] JE LT )1 % 701 5% 0 48 H AR T rp 48 oms [ R A TE
8 AR AR B8 b st 7 B B hE S o SR A > B 44 2 ST L PG A BN
LA T/NER o 10U AR L DY 1| BR A SF B BRI R SE B A A
Hi A RN A ) A B S R > BRI THERSE: EIRIE 2 & > JRBA
ST BN P B B SF BLAR —/NVER o 1947 4 1 A AR E B AR B2 4H ik
SGHAAIRIE - B PR AL T Z A b B o AR T R B AL B
B0 102 238 1948 4F > WipESF H R A2 E AR E > 3
RAOFER - NERF o ERES s B AR g AR E A I B T R o 5%
b HEFE RO B W > WSF BT R R B EATIEL  E
R ;O RH TNERIRER AR R > B AL A E
oo 1 BRIR AR MG AN BORE > BEREHEN Bk
AR SEE > HAREWEY - EE gt - [—HEE
TS B AT 52 3 o E M DA A8 > A4 28 BB 4k Fn B B0k
MIRBE > A B S HE R B0 T A% - At A" e i) N B R R AE A o 1)
HNEA | SRR SEBAESE > ZRMREM N EA
s e - EYEAEE T HNEE A -

T 1048 FIE > SFEEEHA L FEA B P EBRETRES F o iR
EZ AR gR > TE B > 12 AR RS A 5
B o 100 [R] IRf > EOE S E g WA IE B W P B AT PR
WAEIEFRE B B T4 T ISR EE AN » SRSy TH A 38 A K 5

00 SEOREMR - GERANRTERE LM AR R (L3 L AR > 1993) > 23
“Missionary Departures,” The Alliance Weekly 81, no. 52 (December 28, 1946): 813.

oL R BEREEEY - (LIEREE) 41
192 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962, 101.

05 (HEBUIE B HOR TR o (PFHEEHBHEFME N £ 3 BE 2 M
(1939) :1-=2-

104 RN (ESTTHEER) o (EEFND) BEAR (194847 H) 200
195 “The Challenge of China’s Youth,” The Alliance Weekly 83, no. 9 (February 28, 1948):
136.

106 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, taped April 13, 1962, 102.
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B o (EAF FORE AR B o 107 B G FE L BT R B > B
REKRSBCE > LilECE R R R RE T — R R gk
P R A AR M R (1 SR 0 1949 4F 1 H o THEREBZhE | A
RS BB P EERATHRA - SFEPEIKR IR
FEHEN B - [[A 22 F AR i (A R B oh 20 R B 158 ey J= 19
wiwm e MR [SRNEEBHE ] - @GR RN
B 2 SR BE BRI AR A K o Bl A\ B A = IR B
i S EBCRERAE T B E IR R AT MR LM
MYEBE MMEATRER > BUSEATRE B
MEFREL - BEtal - BELEEl > HEEERT - AR
o PR B A A A PO > U NRBIE R B g 2R Bk
BB BN RE AR AR R AT RS TR BAE I A
P o TR T A BR IS S A SR B AR M A SR > A i B A
MEZ R M A5 - SEREEM > BE T A AL T R
P o S5 BRACARIROT T AR H AR ARSI IR A SL 2
PH U6 U S A A R R A ~ SMERBEE > SEIERACIA © BE = SR
HHEITE © FRMBINR SR B e R EE A
THLH B > B S TAEAT « Aoh o bR b2
BT LN o BB RIUH 19 R A Oy X iR /N BUA
FHE > w/HRELE H AR /NRRYALES > A% 46 5t SR B
ARG RS Iy BOE T — R s AL SRR 2 i ——2&
PEFRBE 5 4 BRELAC I W IR 20 I 15 5O Ao B2 B el A X 2 oy o 108
BRG] TR R R T I - B
BB BRI A7 AR TR R A 1) B B B o IO T R R A T RE A P A AR
{8 o BA > BEGA SUSUBAGBOA A A S B B T R R - R
TE ST ECER S R T (14 2 170 7 A4 JBE ) A PR

SR > g BEARE — VT ATAG ~ TS Eh > e A 7E R B
MEMBFEBRT » ZPEEFR NS > LERAERAZEMR -
1949 4 10 A B 3L SEEUR > BT BUR JF W B T B R B R A

107 “News from Communist China,” The Alliance Weekly (August 13, 1949): 523.

108 (HER LB AR R R R g ) o (PEEEHEFHEER) £286
%103 (1948) :1-2-
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Vi BRI o 9 R 57 RSP0 BRSO T B — BOR TAF - ZIRBUN
RFEA S LGB > BRI R EERBUAEEAF -
Bl 9% S LR A 1A S5 B0 B R 2 B BRI > (EAR R SRR B2 R R
o m B AR B ISR R BUA R - B [HE TR
HOEREE > SR B ARG A A A R AE RS A
AR AL AR A 2N AE BB > BT RAERUE A BOE < 1

Wi 5 A e B O AR > vl RO n 2 B S A B R R
FRE B A 1 B FE LR M RS R > AR B e AR
AT E KRB > SR EAE S PO > U0 T IR A RE R
B BE 2K B A AL o 38— R A0 ST BB ARG A — e
HUA ) ol BUA AR B B TR A AR B BB R B o
6 4 S FLER A BT AR A B o A7) SR AR A BT B BRI o
PR 2 MO R T o S5 2 VR (R AT B 5% A el R B IBOR HE R
B M BE B E BERBUM A LB » 1951 4F 11 H BT
JF A S /INER BRIV B N B D 2 o R o IR
BRI BB ES - [P E S TRMVER > B
B0 /N G R A RO FE AL B B A R R bk e
x> BUNF WS T8 o ] 101952 4F 9 A » bR ARBUFHH
W CRRUR AL ST /NI FE R ) B A A A BFA ST H/NER T
FANSLEAL o BIBHERWMRIERZAFHER > RHREHA TR
M ELBE T o 1 IE TR R Z AT R 0 B 1956 ER B
B OSBRI o B BUNEIFRRBUR I 618 » 7 FLER AR A BRI A
[ 43 3 R ) A A ST ERAR o SRR —/NVER Uy [ IU I b AR —
N ERUHISFES Z/NREERE - ERS/NES S T
PERESE —/NEL | o 12SE LA R ERAE 1956 FEUERFELD > 5

1" A. C. Snead, “China and Communism and Alliance Missions,” The Alliance Weekly
(November 26, 1949): 758.

10 Miss Ora Woodberry’s transcription of oral history, 103.

mOERME T (LEBEEBE R (1949-1989) ) (L LBHEE > 1994)
104 -

AN CGRRERELERNHRTREHERMH) (L% LERF
1982) :92°
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k% T L g ] o 13 I BU B HBE B AL
TEH B BT B T > AR T A B R AR AR B T
P o ATLLEE > FERTRFARBI R R T > v B B A A it B 8 —
SRR B B BAHE B AN EAEAE A BRI A TE > A ULTE
B R S A E T MR T

2
s

E A b i R ST A AR A ST R AL B
CRBUE SR TG 7 2w AR SRR BLIE B R R LA o LR
JEAT A B WLEE - ph AU R~ /INERE) o B A A — R e B
FHE RS WREIRE B % AR 1 B T o B ER A % i
RUEEGEEHBES AT BMEERE BN AR
SR (A 0 B e R AE — A o (R > SPELER AR B R A
HE R — 8 E AR o FER B > BESRSF FLER AR ACREL -
R Lt 22 BR ) - R A ER R E AR S B SR > S B B
BRI > HARKAETE B G YA BT - SRR AT
AL E IR i8R DURBUI T HOR AR T B A B RS 241
Wi FEALE AL > A H B R EE BUR o 8T AR SR
e E AR W] DARE R N H B AL g s i B R E A
FZEE] o AR T LB AR b 2 3 KB R R o i 1 B
WIER [REB BT | AR -

RO W AR AR LR A AF - TR E 38 ] B BUA B3 M R
TEBRIN R BETIA B > BEFS TR UL E) > — LR K TR
FETERES I B A B - A TR IR B B b > B T SR R W B
BN BT 2 B ERIR] o BT R ARAC S B AR R IR L S A S
iy o 2 ol R A i [ B AR > TR B R BT 7 R R R B A
—Ab > HE P BOR AR BAGE M o BUL > P RS I A AR

B FETRE RS 0 (EEERELRT)  (BE 0 SR > 2007) > 292 ¢



The Missionary School in China 187

Q) SRR BN TR Bk [EMEE] MR —U - TR
R HRER B - SRS IR B R £ AL 85 > — B
ERFFIZ DN o 5 RS SO AE ST AR B B B | > b
S BTN B e B A B 1 AR A T B 1Y AT
A2 A5 B R A B e B M AE SR I AR & - e MR L
B STHER BB HEE NS W AR WA Y &
e RN EIERE > FEE HBTE 5 B ORJABR ) B SFAE R L L 2 it
AL AR R B BRAL  SFEBERETRMNER - ERERFTER
FEBEHPRAMER ZNSAT > FEIEREEET - DIE
WEE G T M T M - 7RI B SO E b R B
A o FEJA I o R AL BB A B A A O R L B R AR R
R G B2 0L o A0SR <7 B A S 8 V2 7 Aok Al
SFHEATE LI RZ BACP A KRZ BE > WA BT 1E W Bom &
o> A REREE ST B b — BT R B AU R o BRI > AERRST
FUAE [ R AR AR 5 15 0 AL ELAS <7 28 PR A0 10 A SR (558 - ALl T
fill A S [R] OH A9 H AR A R A % L — A B S B A DR AR 2 D) B
R SR B > B2 A B AR GRIR R IR A Uy ) R b B i
W — B2 R DURRRE - J o7 < OB A A AL B ) 1 I B
R R > 75 80 R R (L 7 B AL AT AAE ST H BRFHAE R
& R AGERARE BRI - R AEEHMNBEFTERT > TH
B0 HT A AR RE A E AR S B SRR - R DR B N AR PR
FRPRIEI > MR F A AR T e JE e T AC B
SR ERRAE R O R A R R B AR

SR > AE P ILEE DI > BOg BEACORE M > EEBFA
BRI > BEGRRPE e TR ERRELT ] - 144¢
B EMERKEA T > BEET FOREERAHAE > THE
FOE A > R B CE R L ol 2R Rk B NI R ) A 8
5o IEREINE » ARSCUASF H B ¥ R B AL R 2y ) > 2B
T AL b TR TR B A, R B T — A A A R
B 5 A L) R R AR P B 2 T AR B AR ] S

WOERMEE  CGRRTERRELTLEN—REHTE) (dat: BFERE
1987) -



188 Ni Buxiao

I v PG SR A2 U B EAR S P R AN T B B S
{H -



© Christian Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture
Ching Feng, n.s., 21: 189-95 (print version)
Published online November 4, 2022; in print February 2023

Alexander Chow, ed. Scottish Missions to China: Commemorating the
Legacy of James Legge (1815—-1897). Theology and Mission in World
Christianity, vol. 23. Leiden / Boston: Brill, 2022. 268 pp., e-Book,
€25.00, ISBN 9789004461789.

This is a volume of essays originally presented during a 2015 confer-
ence' held at the University of Edinburgh in honor of the bicentennial
of the birth of the renowned missionary sinologist James Legge (1815—
1897). In the same year two other conferences on Legge were held in
Hong Kong and Beijing,” a telling sign of how much Legge’s legacy
has been kept alive in the cultures he helped to bridge.

The essays are grouped into four parts.
Part one consists of three chapters on Legge the man.

In chapter 1, “Pulling the Plank Out of One’s Own Eye: Reflective
Moments of Transformation Gained from James Legge’s Christian En-
gagement with Four Notable Chinese Persons,” Lauren Pfister, who has
published extensively on Legge, including an award-winning biog-
raphy,’ tells the stories of Legge’s interaction with four notable Chi-
nese—the ambassador Guo Songtao, the scholar-reformer Wang Tao,
the Taiping king Hong Rengan, and the pioneer Chinese pastor He
Jinshan, showing these relationships to be mutually transformative and
have significant impact on the Chinese society, not least its Christian
community. The stories are based on meticulous research and convinc-
ingly told. The drawback is that we see more of Legge radiating out his
Christian “civilizing power” (p.34) to and through his Chinese protégés

! “James Legge and Scottish Missions to China” (June 11-13, 2015), organized by
Center for the Study of World Christianity, the University of Edinburgh.

“James Legge Bicentennial Conference: James Legge’s Life and Works in Hong
Kong” (March 31 to April 2, 2015), held in Hong Kong Baptist University; “H B 4% #t
VTIMER A SIRAMER LR 200 4B BRET 5 € [A Giant Western Translator of the
Chinese Classics: International Conference Commemorating the Bicentennial of the
Birth of James Legge] (April 11-12, 2015), held in Beijing Foreign Studies Univer-
sity.

Lauren F. Pfister, Striving for “The Whole Duty of Man”: James Legge and the Scot-
tish Protestant Encounter with China (Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 2004).
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and junior partners, and less of how he was transformed by them or
Chinese culture.

In chapter 2, “Psychological Research and the Roots of James Leg-
ge’s Resilience,” Marilyn Bowman, who published another impressive
biography of Legge in 2016,* takes us through some challenging
events Legge encountered in the course of his life, including dealing
with mission turmoil in Malacca, facing death on no less than five oc-
casions, incurring enmity from the British community in Hong Kong
because of his court testimony, and suffering the premature deaths of
five children and both his wives. Drawing on a modern psychological
research framework on resilience, Bowman attributes Legge’s “over-
coming and thriving” (p. 60) to his calm temperament, openness to ex-
perience, general intelligence, belief systems (Stoicism as well as
Christian faith) and social support from family and friends. We learn
here that Legge “loved his wives in a richly lush way” (p.59), had an
eye for “attractive women and their graceful figures, features and beau-
tiful clothing” (p. 59) and probably “had a reputation for good humor”
(p. 62). Bowman’s psychological profile of Legge in facing life’s many
trials brings out the human qualities of an extraordinary missionary
scholar who might all too easily be imagined as saintly but stufty.

In chapter 3, “Legge in Oxford,” David Jasper offers glimpses of
Legge’s less than happy life in Oxford. As a nonconformist Scotsman
in a “cold-hearted” (p.77) Anglican institution, and an old-fashioned
scholar who was theologically and methodologically conservative,
Legge was an outsider in the social and academic milieu of Oxford. His
“roots in the Scottish philosophical realism and congregational theolo-
gy of his day” (p.72) made him “a missionary spirit in the truest sense”
(p.66) and played a significant part in shaping his hermeneutical ap-
proach to the Chinese classics. Legge’s marginal life in Oxford is also
the subject of Norman Girardot’s magisterial intellectual biography of
him.

Part 2 is made up of three chapters on Scottish missions to China.

In chapter 4, “William Chalmers Burns in China,” David J. Reimer
writes the story of a Scottish missionary famous for his Chinese trans-
lation of Pilgrims Progress. Burns was born in the same year as Legge,

4 Marilyn Bowman, James Legge and the Chinese Classics: A Brilliant Scot in the
Turmoil of Colonial Hong Kong (Victoria BC: FriesenPress, 2016).

5 Norman Girardot, The Victorian Translation of China: James Legges Oriental Pil-
grimage (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002).
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and his education in Aberdeen and missionary career in Hong Kong
intersected with those of Legge. Unlike Legge, however, Burns later
adopted Chinese dress in the mission field, translated into Chinese (ra-
ther than English) in a more reader-oriented and flexible style, and
shared a friendship with Karl Giitzlaff. Burns’s failed effort to defend
Giitzlaff in the Chinese Union controversy of 1850 revealed his differ-
ence with Legge’s more stringent missiological perception of conver-
sion. It is interesting to note that in order to set off the coherence of
Burns’s “single career” (p. 98) as pastor in Scotland and missionary in
China, Reimer appears to endorse the opinion that Legge the Christian
missionary had, in some sense, become “a missionary for China to the
West” (p. 99). But as Jasper observes in the previous chapter, even in
his new capacity as an Oxford professor, Legge was “still the Christian
missionary” (p. 71). There is little room for doubting Legge’s religious
conviction. In fact, as I demonstrate in my 2008 book,® Legge’s Con-
fucian translations were produced primarily to inform and empower
Christian missions rather than to promulgate Chinese culture.

In chapter 5, “China through Women’s Eyes: The Contribution of
Female Missionaries in Manchuria to the Image of China at the Turn of
the 19th Century,” Joanna Baradziej writes about female Scottish mis-
sionaries to Manchuria: their preparation for cross-cultural encounters
in the Women’s Missionary College in Edinburgh, language learning in
the mission field, relationships with local women, and, briefly, what
they wrote about China and Chinese women. The article could benefit
from more focused analysis, as its title promises, of how these female
missionaries’ perception of China contributed to shaping the evolving
image of China, and in what sense their friendship with local women
led to “transformation of the identity” (p. 116) on their part.

In chapter 6, “The Anglo—Chinese College as a Bridge between the
East and the West in Morrison and Legge’s Time,” Gao Zhiqiang in-
troduces the cross-cultural contributions of the Anglo—Chinese College
when it was run by Robert Morrison (with William Milne) and when
James Legge was in charge. It covers the secular as well as religious
aspects of education in the College, various publications (newspapers,
books, translations) of the LMS mission press in the College, and the
translations of Morrison and Legge. The part on translation is dealt
with in a rather cursory manner. The author’s claims that “[f]or James

¢ Wang Hui, Translating Chinese Classics in a Colonial Context: James Legge and His
Two Chinese Versions of the Zhongyong (Bern: Peter Lang, 2008).
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Legge, the Chinese classics helped to supplement the Chinese under-
standing of the Christian God” (p. 130), and that “Legge criticized
Confucius in the first edition and turned him directly into a Christian in
the second edition” (p. 131) are gross misrepresentations of Legge’s
missionary approach and his assessment of Confucius.’

Part 3 includes four essays on the translations of Legge and other
translators.

In chapter 7, “The Translator’s Identity and Its Paradox: James Leg-
ge and Gu Hongming,” Yang Huilin defends Legge against his “fiercest
detractor” (p. 139) Gu Hongming, and compares their translations of
the Lunyu to argue that “Gu has maintained a more supernatural®
meaning while Legge delves further into the potential meaning behind
the texts, to establish a potential link between the two sides [Chinese
and Western]” (p. 147). The article, however, reads more like an inspi-
rational talk than a rigorous piece of argumentation, touching upon a
wide range of topics such as Frangois Jullien’s observations on the
“special features in Chinese thinking” (p.141), the Mencian hermeneu-
tics of yi yi ni zhi U, Gu’s (but not Legge’s) translation purpose
and idiosyncratic comparison of civilizations, positive and negative
“Golden Rules” in Chinese and Western traditions, and finally the
Golden Rule as reflected in the Lunyu and its translations. The author’s
rambling display of cross-cultural knowledge proves such a distraction
from focused and contextualized analysis of the two translations that by
the end of the article one is still left wondering why he thinks Legge a
better cultural comparatist than Gu. He does not mention Legge’s
comparison of the Confucian and Christian Golden Rule in The Chi-
nese Classics,” which reveals the missionary bias of Legge as a com-
paratist. The article also leaves unanswered how the two translators’

7 Legge believed in a primitive Chinese knowledge of God in their classics, which can
be used to lead the Chinese to the fuller truth of Christianity, and this is the basis of
his fulfillment theory of converting China. See, for example, James Legge, “Confu-
cianism in Relation to Christianity” (pamphlet) (Shanghai: Kelly & Walsh, 1877).
Legge only partially ameliorated his evaluation of Confucius in the revised second
edition of The Chinese Classics, finally admitting him to be “a very great man,” but
retained virtually all his previous criticism of Confucius, including his being “unreli-
gious, unspiritual.” James Legge, The Chinese Classics, vol. 1, Confucian Analects,
The Great Learning, and The Doctrine of the Mean, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1893), 111, 97.

This is probably a typo for “superficial.”

© o

James Legge, The Chinese Classics, vol. 1, Confucian Analects, the Great Learning,
and the Doctrine of the Mean (Hong Kong: Anglo-Chinese College Press, 1861),
110-11.



Book Review 193

respective purposes and intellectual backgrounds shaped their different
hermeneutical approaches and translation strategies, and wherein lies
the paradox of their identities, as its title promises to unpack.

In Chapter 8, “James Legge’s Hermeneutical Methodology as Re-
vealed in His Translation of the Daxue,” Zheng Shuhong demonstrates
that Legge’s scholarly translation is source-oriented and focuses on
“the original meaning of the source text and its author’s intention” (p.
167), and that his hermeneutical principle is a kind of literalism and
historicism as opposed to the scriptural approach of Confucian com-
mentators. Zheng argues that Legge’s “rigid adherence to literalism” (p.
177) led to his ignorance of the context of Zhu Xi’s Neo-Confucian
philosophizing and rejection of Zhu’s effort to systemize the Daxue,
and that as a result “Legge simply cannot make sense of the text as a
whole” (176). But what Zheng considers the hermenecutical failure of
Legge is actually his success, for Legge’s primary purpose in translat-
ing the Confucian texts was to deconstruct them and prove them un-
worthy of their scriptural status, and convince the Chinese to “look
away from all their ancient sages, and turn to Him.”!° Legge’s mis-
sionary will to displace Confucianism better explains why he had no
sympathy with Zhu’s effort to develop the Confucian texts into a co-
herent spiritual, ethical and philosophical tradition.

In chapter 9, ““God Has Conferred Even on the Inferior People a
Moral Sense’: Legge’s Concept of the ‘People’ (min) in His Translation
of the Book of Documents,” Joachim Gentz begins by reconstructing
Legge’s understanding of the role of “the people” (as reflected in his
translation of the Shangshu), particularly its relationship with Heaven
and Shangdi, which Legge translated as God, and comparing it with
Chinese and modern understanding to reveal the difference. He then
proceeds to discuss two key Shangshu passages involved, comparing
Legge’s reading with various Chinese commentaries and other Western
translations, and reflecting on its relationship with Legge’s philosophi-
cal and theological training in Scotland. His conclusion is that Legge’s
reading of a God-conferred moral nature in the people is consistent
with both some major Chinese commentaries and his own philosophi-
cal and theological backgrounds. Such a reading is also reflexive of
Legge’s way of “identifying with the Other” (p. 209), which is to un-
cover hidden Christian truth in the Confucian text(s) through “truthful
translation” (p. 210). The article cogently demonstrates that Legge’s

19 Ibid., 109.
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Christian “bias” does not necessarily stand in the way of accurate
translation but may well be a resource for coming to a legitimate alter-
native reading of the Confucian texts through a fusion of horizons with
Chinese commentaries.

In chapter 10, “Finding God’s Chinese Name: A Comparison of the
Approaches of Matteo Ricci and James Legge,” Alexander Chow
compares how the Jesuit Matteo Ricci and the Protestant James Legge,
separated by several hundred years, came to the same conclusion that
Shangdi is the proper Chinese name for God. Probing into the intellec-
tual traditions behind the two missionaries, Chow argues that Ricci’s
Thomistic belief in natural revelation led him to presuppose a Chinese
knowledge of God, and “when Ricci finds this figure in the ancient
Chinese texts described as a supreme sovereign Who governs the entire
universe, it is absolutely clear to him: Shangdi is the Chinese name for
the Christian God” (p. 219). As for Legge, although his training in
Scottish common-sense philosophy, which “had a growing sense of the
possibility of natural theology” (p. 220), also had room for a Chinese
knowledge of God, his belief that Shangdi is the term for God was first
formed through interaction with Chinese colleagues and then con-
firmed by his research into Chinese texts in the heated Protestant mis-
sionary debate on the “Term Question.” Chow believes that a major
motivation for Legge to translate the Chinese classics was to “show
other missionaries of the self-evident proof that Shangdi is the Chris-
tian God” (p. 225). Chow’s article demonstrates that “discovering” God
in the Chinese classics is essentially a fusion of Christian and Confu-
cian horizons, or as Brian Stanley calls it in the next chapter, “a dis-
tinctly ‘missionary reading’ of the history of the Chinese religion” (p.
234).

Part 4 consists of two articles on Legge’s legacy.

In the “Afterword” to this volume, “James Legge and the Mission-
ary Tradition in British Sinology,” Brian Stanley provides a brief his-
tory of British missionary sinology as a frame to situate and understand
Legge’s scholarly heritage. Here we see a line of Protestant missionar-
ies to China who ended up as sinologists in British universities during a
period of slightly over a hundred years (from Samuel Kidd’s appoint-
ment by UCL in 1837 to Eve Edwards’s retirement from SOAS in
1955). Legge appears to be the only British missionary scholar who has
made a lasting impact through his translations, though his “central
contention” that the Chinese had some knowledge of God (known as
Shangdi) has fallen “out of fashion” (p. 233) in the modern secular
academy.
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The volume concludes with a “Postscript,” “Living in the Shadows,”
by Legge’s great grandson Christopher Legge, who recalls academic
and popular interests in Legge in the past three decades, and what the
family has done to keep Legge’s legacy alive. Christopher “remem-
bers” Legge as “a studious and determined man, whose commitment
and drive must have made him a social nightmare for any family with
whom he stayed,” and “[a] fiery red-headed guest to be avoided” (p.
249, p. 250). It is an interesting contrast with the impression of Legge’s
“intensely warm and fulfilling” (p. 59) family life Bowman gathers
from his family letters, or his friends’ description of Legge as a “genial,
kindly, helpful” man “who could make a joke at his own expense” (p.
62). This may serve as a reminder of not just the complexity of Legge’s
personality, but also of the subjective coloring which necessarily at-
tends our understanding and representation of him and his legacy.

As a collection of essays commemorating the legacy of James Leg-
ge, the volume has the virtue of bringing together perspectives from
multiple disciplines: mission history, sinology, translation studies, psy-
chology, philosophy, and comparative literary and cultural studies. De-
spite its uneven quality, it adds to our knowledge of Legge as a man, a
translator, a missionary, and a sinologist.

WANG Hui F#f

School of Foreign Languages
Shenzhen University
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Lauren F. Pfister, ed. Polyglot from the Far Side of the Moon: The Life
and Works of Solomon Caesar Malan (1812—1894). Collectanea Serica,
New Series, vol. 3. Sankt Augustin: Monumenta Serica Institute /
Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2022. 378 pp., eBook, £33.29, ISBN
9781003230434, ISSN 0179-261X.

Solomon Caesar Malan (1812-1894) was a Geneva-born Anglican
priest whose linguistic achievements somehow defy the imagination.
He had studied forty or more languages, among them Sanskrit, Pali,
Chinese, Arabic, Tibetan, Syriac, Manchu and Mongolian, and his
grasp of many of them was solid, as this book amply demonstrates.
Even though his missionary stay in Calcutta was a short one, it exer-
cised a significant influence on his thought and scholarship. During this
time, he met with the Hungarian scholar Csoma de Koros (ca. 1784—
1842), who gifted him with a precious collection of Tibetan manu-
scripts. (Malan donated them back to the Hungarian Academy of Sci-
ences in 1884; likewise, he donated the bulk of his personal library to
his alma mater at Oxford University.)

While fulfilling his pastoral duties in Broadwindsor, Dorset, Malan
energetically engaged in personal studies and writing. Maintaining his
distance from academia, he was nonetheless presented with an honor-
ary doctorate from the University of Edinburgh in 1880 for his
achievements as an “eminent linguist and biblical scholar” (p. 78). His
works include one volume from Greek Orthodox and Russian Ortho-
dox sources, titles related to Georgian Christian history and to Syrian
Christian sources, five volumes on the Armenian Church, as well as
four on the Coptic churches in Egypt. However, his magnum opus was
the last to see the light of day: Original Notes on the Book of Prov-
erbs appeared in three volumes between 1889 and 1893. It is mainly
with the Notes on the Book of Proverbs that the contributions in this
volume engage.

Taken as a whole, Polyglot from the Far Side of the Moon is a vol-
ume as replete with scholarship as was the man that it endeavors to
study. It gathers thirteen chapters authored by eleven contributors. The
editor, Lauren F. Pfister, has ensured that a firm thread links together
contributions dealing with a variety of topics. In addition, Pfister pro-
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vides valuable background information on Malan’s opus, as well as on
his remarkable library, the source of the “monstruous codex,” as Pfister
writes (title of chapter 13, p. 286), that the Original Notes on the Book
of Proverbs represents. The admiration of the contributors for their
subject-matter (a passion that does not preclude a certain distance)
transpires throughout the reading of the volume.

Frédéric Amsler deals with Malan’s family background and with his
shift from evangelical to Anglican Christianity. R. G. Tiedemann in-
troduces important insights into the time that Malan spent at Bishop’s
College in Calcutta (1838-1840). In contrast, T. H. Barrett depicts
Malan’s life in Dorset. Malan was “a benevolently autocratic vicar”
(William Tuckwell, quoted p. 42), and his parishioners might have
blissfully ignored the width and depth of scholarship in biblical and
Eastern studies that was his. John Edwards aptly complements this por-
trait by relating some traits of Malan’s personality to contemporary
psychological perspectives:

It is not difficult to find “autistic-like” traits—including compulsive-
ness, perfectionism, systematicity, eccentricity, and energetic devo-
tion to specific tasks—in a great many individuals, particularly
among scholars and others of above-average intelligence whose work
often rests upon these qualities. (p. 63)

And indeed, the qualities as well as the shortcomings proper to Ma-
lan and the kind of work he engaged in encourage one to locate him
somewhere within “the autistic spectrum” (p. 46).

Several contributions deal with the translations and renditions in
various languages found in Malan’s work on Proverbs. Thomas Zim-
mer focuses on Chinese sayings. He takes issue less with Malan’s lin-
guistic competency than with the compiler’s preconceptions: Malan
intends to showcase similar expressions of wisdom in the Bible and in
traditional China, and his purpose bears upon his translations. Differing
slightly in his conclusions, and while finding fault with some of Ma-
lan’s renditions of Confucian texts, William Yau Nang Ng commends
his sensitivity to the religious humanism reflected by this corpus. He
contrasts Malan’s felicitous terminological choices with the deafness to
transcendent beliefs and aspirations so frequently exhibited by con-
temporary Sinologists’ translations. From a preliminary reading of the
relevant excerpts, Loretta E. Kim asserts that Malan attained at least an
intermediate level of comprehension of both Manchu and Mongolian.
Rita Kuzder shows that his knowledge of Tibetan was well-grounded:
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Malan made excellent use of the manuscripts entrusted to him by Cso-
ma de Ko6rds, which he studied for forty years (the journey undertaken
by these manuscripts is narrated in the same volume by Gyula Paczolay
and Lauren F. Pfister). Focusing on Malan’s translations from the
Mahabharata, James M. Hegarty highlights some clear limitations in
Malan’s grasp of Sanskrit. However, Hegarty’s stress is less on linguis-
tic than on hermeneutical shortcomings. For example, the frequent use
of half-verses rather than of full sentences raises serious issues. Ulti-
mately, concludes Hegarty, the Notes on Proverbs are a polyglot as-
semblage of “analogous” texts, the mutual intelligibility of which is
assumed on the basis of both linguistic and theological preconceptions.

Lauren F. Pfister is the only contributor who offers a specifically
theological evaluation of Malan’s method and project. He notes that
Malan’s emphasis on “the Oriental and Eastern Christian traditions” (p.
99), notably on their liturgical aspects, might have been a way to dis-
tance himself from the debate on Anglo-Catholicism that marked his
time. At the same time, continues Pfister, his cross-cultural openness
made him engage with non-Christian cultures and religions in a much
more audacious way than might have been expected from his conserva-
tive Anglican commitments. Building on Pfister’s remarks, I would
even suggest that, in the end, his stress on the universality of “Wis-
dom” produced the contour for a specific pneumatology. The Preface
to Original Notes on the Book of Proverbs testifies to this:

We cannot study the best of those ancient children of the East, with-
out feeling drawn towards them. [...] Best of all, we often feel lost in
admiration of the earnestness of some of them “in seeking after God
if haply they might find Him.” Wherein they, who were without
Revelation, often put us Christians, who have it, to shame. [...]
Surely if prophets of old “who were taught of God,” were but “lights
shining in a dark place” among the chosen nation of the Jews, such
men as Manu, Lao-tsze, Confucius, Meng-tsze, Zoroaster, and others,
must have been set for lamps in the deeper gloom of heathenism.
(Preface, xii)

The reading of this volume of essays does confirm that S. C. Ma-
lan’s project was suffering from severe hermeneutical weaknesses: our
compiler-antiquarian was far too often amalgamating sources and
quotes, taking the latter out of context, or truncating sentences and
statements. And yet—beyond the admiration that such a feast of schol-
arship continues to inspire—part of this scholarly project’s original
inspiration remains of much value: wisdom traditions—and, among
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them, Asian traditions—deal with the sustainability and intentionality
of human communities. Bringing them together is akin to
re-appreciating and re-interpreting them according to the challenges
proper to the place and time of those who engage in such
cross-hermeneutics. Ultimately, “Wisdom™ deals with questions of life
and death: in times of crisis, drastic decisions may be called for, and
the future of the community relies on the wisdom of those called by
tradition or by necessity to decide on a course of action. The wisdom of
these decision-makers is nurtured by the wisdom corpus that fashioned
their training and mindset. Today, our apprehension of the world is be-
ing reformulated through the interpretative resources offered by the
other cultures, worldviews, and creeds—and this operation happens
simultaneously for all participants in the exchange. In this perspective,
wisdom resources are reshaped, and their content as well as their rele-
vancy are being discovered and challenged throughout the process of
exchange and interpretation. S. C. Malan was an early witness to and
actor of such commitments. The contributors of this volume should be
thanked for having unveiled a neglected episode of our cross-cultural
history.

Benoit VERMANDER

Fudan University
Shanghai
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Ambrose Mong. Christianity in the Modern World: A Study of
Religion in a Pluralistic Society. Cambridge: James Clarke and Co.,
2022. 214 pp., paperback, £25.00 / $38.00 / €37.50, ISBN
9780227177624.

Readers may be familiar with a number of Ambrose Mong’s other
works. However, they should be aware that this is certainly not his
best. Over the last few years, he has been a prolific author, but the
pace at which he produces work shows itself in a lack of depth and
analysis that a longer and slower gestation for this book may have
given.

The book is presented as usable as a textbook, and it would seem
most directed at Roman Catholic seminarians, or perhaps laypeople or
others interested in contemporary Catholic thought (3). Mong places
particular emphasis in several chapters on the thought of Pope Emer-
itus Benedict XVI, aka Joseph Ratzinger, and Mong wishes to portray
Ratzinger as, perhaps, a more progressive thinker than the typical rep-
resentation. Moreover, the whole work is marked by what seems to be
Catholic apologetics towards the issues discussed, presenting a wide,
even ambitious array of topics to address the position of Christianity
in a modern and diverse world.

Chapter one discusses “Monotheism and Polytheism,” and while it
is excellent to see Mong addressing this from a global perspective with
particular interest in his own Chinese context, the chapter is also
marked, like all the others, with signs of the rushed writing. As such,
not just simply flimsy analysis and reporting of dubious errors from
classical sources without critical comment occur, but also some quite
serious mistakes of fact appear throughout the book—my copy is
marked with various instances of “no” or exclamation marks in the
margins. It would be pedantic to pick up every error, but one odd claim
is that Christianity provides an “attraction” by balancing both mono-
theism and polytheism in its trinitarian formulation, which appears
neither to match Christianity’s own internal claims about itself, nor
really recognize the distinctiveness of many of those traditions often
labelled as polytheism. It does mark the distinctive theological and
apologetic tone of the book that attempts to always highlight at least
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certain forms of Christianity as the highpoint of the world’s religious
life as this book understands it.

In the other chapters, Mong addresses what he terms the “Dialectic
of Tolerance” in chapter two, the “Idiosyncrasies of Syncretism” in
chapter three, then chapter four gives a “Sociological Perspective,”
chapter five takes on the “Challenge of Secularism,” and the “Chal-
lenges of Religious Pluralism” are addressed in chapter six, before the
final chapter explores the “Global Ethic.” While, in the Foreword it is
suggested that this “is not a book of Christian theology, but more a
social scientific reflection on the author’s Christian identity and rela-
tionships” within “a multi-religious society” (ix), I would have to, as
noted above, disagree, seeing the theological apologetics center stage.
Certainly, Mong does address a good number of scholars coming from
social scientific backgrounds and Weber, Durkheim, Habermas, and
others are addressed along the way; the chapters frame them, though,
entirely in relation to how they are objects of reflection from a Chris-
tian standpoint. Indeed, Mong is generally on firmer ground when he
addresses the theological questions than in relation to his grasp of the
social scientific issues and debates. There are certainly both insights
and clear discussions in these chapters, but often matters are oversim-
plified such that it verges on distortion. If I picked up just two issues,
one of them is the way he places secularism, modern scientific ration-
alism, and modern human rights as products of the Western world,
even as products of a particular Greco-Christian fusion, in a way that
divorces them from the wider global conversation in which they
emerged. China, in particular, was a key part of this, alongside the
Islamic world. The other point is in chapter 6 where Mong seems to
suggest that the inclusivist attitude of Vatican II is a complete about
face from a biblical and Christian tradition of exclusivism, which not
only puts him on the defensive to explain the stance he takes, but also
distorts much that had gone before. Not only are both exclusivist and
inclusivist trends clear in both sources, it could even be argued that
the main thrust of the biblical text and the theological tradition (as
opposed to an ecclesial tradition, which Mong may be drawing on)
shows a greater tendency to inclusivism, and even gives grounds to
found pluralist theologies of religious diversity.

In sum, while there are strengths to this book and some good dis-
cussions, I could not recommend it for the main task Mong writes it
for as a textbook. Its numerous errors of fact and often dubious anal-
ysis mar what could have been an excellent book if it had been exe-
cuted better. It may be hoped that Mong will, in future, prioritize
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quality over quantity in his writing, especially in any work of such
ambitious scope and covering as many themes as this.

Paul HEDGES

SRP, RSIS
Nanyang Technological University
Singapore
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Paul S. Chung. The Social Scientific Study of Religion: A Method for
Constructive Theology. Cambridge: James Clarke and Co., 2022. 256
pp., paperback, £22.50 / $34.00 / €33.75, ISBN 9780227177655.

Sociological or social scientific inquiry is a formative part of compara-
tive religion. However, its role in comparative theology remains pe-
ripheral. Analysis and comparison of theological concepts and sacred
texts are the predominant methods of leading comparative theologians,
such as Keith Ward, Robert C. Neville, Francis X. Clooney, and James
L. Fredericks. Whether taking a confessional (Clooney and Fredericks)
or a philosophical approach (Ward and Neville), the social structure
behind the ideas and doctrines of the religious traditions involved is
largely unexplored. In his new book The Social Scientific Study of Re-
ligion: A Method for Constructive Theology, Paul S. Chung aims to fill
this gap by inquiring into the intersection between comparative religion
and constructive theology.

While Clooney has cautioned against the confusion of comparative
theology with comparative religion,! Chung believes that the latter’s
non-realist, sociological method can create a new terrain for the former.
He intends to indicate the interplay between them and to demonstrate
how sociological investigation can unlock a new dimension for philo-
sophical reflection on religion, a dimension that reveals the sociologi-
cal aspect of comparative theology and the theological aspect of com-
parative religion. This forms the basis of Chung’s fusion of social
scientific study and constructive theology in a comparative framework,
which aims to investigate the close affinity between religious discourse
and material interests.

Chung’s inquiry is theoretically sophisticated and well-informed. It
engages the most important and relevant theorists and undertakes
in-depth analyses and critiques of them. However, the detailed discus-
sion occasionally obscures the central question and hence disrupts the
continuity of the main argument. This seems to compel Chung to take a

! Francis X. Clooney, Comparative Theology: Deep Learning across Religious Bor-
ders (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010), 12.
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zig-zag path towards his new terrain. Despite all its intricacies, a co-
herent line of thought is nonetheless identifiable.

Beginning his inquiry by studying the religions in the Axial Age,
Chung first synthesizes Weber’s theory of social stratification with
Marx’s dialectical analysis of capitalism as well as Foucault’s body
politic and discourse theory. Based on this synthesis, he argues that a
sociology of religion needs to scrutinize the power relations between
religion and society. Husserl’s phenomenology of life-world further
points to the necessity of a post-metaphysical theory of comparative
religion that makes comparative theology aware of the extra-textual
dimension of religious discourse and critical of the control of the dom-
inant system in religion and society over the experience of ordinary
people.

At the same time, Foucault’s archaeology indicates the discontinui-
ties in the history of thought and exposes the power relations that in-
form the knowledge system. Normative ideas are not natural
knowledge, but hegemonic discourses produced through institutionali-
zation. Hence, Chung argues that the task of a constructive theology of
comparative religion is to recover the subjugated meanings and reha-
bilitate parrhesia (free speech) with anamnestic rationality. According
to Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann’s theory of social construc-
tion of reality, this task requires constructive theology to cut across na-
ive realism by adopting the “method of phenomenological analysis of
everyday life” (118), which helps it uncover the “elective affinity be-
tween religious discourse, material interests, and power relations” in
the comparative study of religious texts (140). In the light of Schleier-
macher’s feeling of absolute dependence, which Berger had taken se-
riously, Chung further suggests that constructive theology needs to ap-
proach religious discourses and doctrines critically in connection with
their underlying historical and social experience of the totaliter aliter
(wholly other).

Chung concludes his discussion by drawing on Jon Paul Sydnor’s
comparative study of Schleiermacher and the Hindu philosopher Ra-
manuja. Following Sydnor’s, Chung demonstrates how a social scien-
tific framework enables comparative theology to explicate the embed-
dedness of religious discourse in social reality and human agency. This
social scientific approach that has been informing comparative religion
inspires comparative theology to be constructed “in a sociological and
hermeneutical frame of reference” (218). This kind of constructive
comparative theology explores truth and meaning “in terms of suspen-
sion, critical reflection, analysis and synthesis for emancipation” (225).
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It challenges what Weber called the “iron cage” and recognizes the re-
ligious voice that has been excluded, victimized, and forgotten.

The Social Scientific Study of Religion is an original and highly in-
formative book, in which Chung eloquently explores new vistas for
comparative theology by developing the thought of some of the great-
est philosophers and sociologists in the modern world. However, it re-
quires considerable background knowledge to identify its contributions
to comparative theology. Throughout the book, Chung gives no clue
about how his study can complement the current research in compara-
tive theology that, as he has hinted in his arguments, mainly takes a
commentarial or interpretive approach. This is quite unfortunate, for in
some sense, it is an implicit methodological critique of Clooney and the
Boston Confucians. If Chung spelt this out more explicitly, it would stir
up a constructive debate among theologians and religious scholars who
undertake comparative research.

In a similar vein, Chung has not located his study in a wider re-
search background in his book. This lends the work an air of detach-
ment, which should not be the case. His fusion of comparative theology
with comparative religion and his ethical orientation has rendered the
confessional identity of comparative theologians relatively insignifi-
cant. This position is closer to Ward and Neville than Clooney and
Fredericks. More importantly, it is possible that the product of compar-
ative theology in this approach is, as in Sydnor’s case, neither Hindu
nor Christian but a fusion of them or, in a word, “comparative” per se.
Nonetheless, this disagreement with Clooney remains opaque in
Chung’s account, for he focuses on the dialogue with sociology and
phenomenology rather than with his fellow comparative theologians.

Chung’s quest for the sociological horizons of constructive theology
is generally valid, and his arguments are, for the most part, convincing.
However, he may need to discuss Heidegger in more detail. He briefly
reviews how Heidegger developed his concept of Dasein by critically
utilizing Husserl’s phenomenological notion of consciousness (121—
22), but he does not go on to examine Heidegger’s critique of Husserl’s
process of bracketing. Heidegger had questioned the very possibility of
cutting off one’s own prejudice and judgment in studying an object.
Since Husserl’s method serves as the backbone of Chung’s thesis, he
should have detailed his critique of Heidegger.

I would recommend this book to scholars and researchers who par-
take in comparative studies of religion or interreligious dialogue. The
Social Scientific Study of Religion has put forward the sociological as-
pect of constructive theology, which has long been overlooked in com-
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parative theology, and vigorously argued for its significance. As the
book has left open the question of how to construct such a comparative
theology, it calls for comparative theologians to apply its proposal.
However, non-specialists may encounter some uneasiness in grasping
the main arguments and ideas of the book because its language is quite
condensed. It is possible that Chung’s target readers are mainly aca-
demic theologians and professional religious scholars specializing in
comparative studies.

As a final note, the title of this book may cause some confusion.
Readers may expect the book to comprise a study of religion with em-
pirical methods, which is something like Brill’s multivolume Research
in the Social Scientific Study of Religion. Of course, we need not em-
ploy a narrow definition of science and limit social scientific studies to
empirical methods. Nonetheless, “sociological investigation” may be a
better alternative to “social scientific study” in terms of clarity, for the
book mainly draws on social theories and approaches constructive the-
ology from a sociological and hermeneutical perspective.

Bryan K. M. MOK ¥4 3¢
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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You Bin. Meditations on the Birth of Christ: Reflections for Advent in
the Context of Chinese Culture. Translated by Johan Ferreira. Eugene,
OR: Wipf and Stock, 2021. 156 pp., paperback, US$17.00/£15.00/
AUS$27.00, ISBN 9781725298552.

Over the past two decades, You Bin Ji#i, professor of religious studies
at Beijing’s Minzu University, has developed comparative approaches
in the study of Hebrew, Christian, and Chinese traditions. Having ded-
icated much of his research career to introducing the Hebrew Bible and
Jewish culture to Chinese readerships,'! he has in recent years promot-
ed, with others, the project of Scriptural Reasoning with selected Chi-
nese classics added to what in the 1990s was conceived by Peter Ochs
et al. as an inter-scriptural reading practice among Jewish, Christian,
and Muslim theologians and biblical scholars. Since 2017, he has au-
thored a series of Chinese catechisms and devotional writings for a
wider audience that draw on Christian as well as Chinese textual and
intellectual histories.

One work published in this latter genre—in Chinese in 2019,> and
in English translation in 2021—is You’s Advent devotional Meditations
on the Birth of Christ: Reflections for Advent in the Context of Chinese
Culture. The English subtitle does not appear in the Chinese version.
Instead, the subtitle of Shengdan moxiang HEFIE is an English ren-
dering of the main title; it reads, Meditations on the Birthing of Christ.
Each subtitle highlights a significant aspect of the book’s thematic
overall. The English “Reflections” point to the inclusion of Chinese
(con)textual situatedness or allusion and explicit reference to Chinese

! Confer You Bin i#ifit, Xibolai Shengjing daolun #1543 [Introduction to
Hebrew Bible] (Shanghai: Shanghai Joint Publishing, 2015); Shengshu yu shengmin:
Gudai Yiselie de lishi jiyi yu zugqun goujian %83 8E R « i (R LA (0 51 (Y JFE S0 5 0 B i Ae i
# [Holy Book and Hole People: Historical Memory and Ethnic Construction in An-
cient Israel] (Beijing: China Religious Culture Publisher, 2011); Xibolai Shengjing de
wenben, lishi yu sixiang shijie #AABLLN A - B BEMH A [The Literary, His-
torical and Thought World of the Hebrew Bible: An Introduction] (Beijing: China
Religious Culture Publisher, 2007).

2 You Bin #i#i#, Shengdan moxiang %3E#48 [Meditations on the Birthing of Christ]
(Beijing: China Religious Culture Publisher, 2019).
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sources across the 21 Advent meditations, while in the Chinese version,
the subtitle translating Shengdan EE3E, “holy birth,” as “Birthing of
Christ” announces the Meditations’ central theme of the ongoing
“birth” of Christ in the heart and life of Jesus’ disciples. The present
review relates these two aspects of the work and closes with a glance at
You’s vision of intercultural theology, questions of comparison, and the
struggle of naming contemporary processes of Chinese theologizing.
Throughout this brief volume, You revisits four interpretive ap-
proaches to the biblical setting of Bethlehem as a “delivery room” for
Jesus’ character and divine presence within the human “heart” (xin L),
“life” (shenghuo 4:1%), “society” (shehui 1), and humans’ natural
surroundings (nature, or the natural world) “zhouwei de ziran wanwu
JEIEN B R EY” (Shengdan moxiang, p. 21; translated here as “uni-
verse™). The salvation the author admonishes Christians to welcome
into their lives through communing with God and cultivating integrity
by internalizing the Matthean (and Lukan) Beatitudes begins internally
and works its way outward, from a person’s mind to the world, similar
in one way to the prescribed course of Confucian good governance,
beginning with the furtherance of one’s “knowledge,” practicing “sin-
cerity” in one’s thinking, and “rectifying” one’s own heart, so as to
move eventually to the peaceful rule of all under heaven.* The work is
also structured thematically by five attitudes prominent throughout the
chapters, spiritual states in which Christians experience Advent, await-
ing Jesus the Savior with the New Testament witnesses: joy (with the
expectant Mary); peace (with Simeon); submission (with Mary); prep-
aration (with John the Baptist), and ministry (with Anna)—xile =45,
ping’an V%, shunfu JEWR, yubei #ffi and shifeng 5% (Shengdan
moxiang, p. 22). The three parts, containing 6, 7, and 8 chapters, re-
spectively,” culminate in the author’s extended meditation on the
“Eight Blessings” (ba fu /\1&) of the Sermon on the Mount, which have

3 You, Meditations, xii.

4 Confer Legge’s translation of “xin zheng er hou shen xiu, shen xiu er hou jia qi, jia qi
er hou guo zhi, guo zhi er hou tian xia ping CIETZRE » GEMERTE - FEMER
i BIATE K TFE” as: “Their hearts being rectified, their persons were cultivated.
Their persons being cultivated, their families were regulated. Their families being
regulated, their states were rightly governed. Their states being rightly governed, the
whole kingdom was made tranquil and happy.” See: Liji #it, Da Xue K%, Chinese
Text Project, accessed December 19, 2022, https://ctext.org/liji/da-xue.

Part I, “Christ Is Born into History” (Jidu sheng zai lishi zhi zhong 3B HEAEELZ
); Part 11, “Christ Is Born into the World” (Jidu sheng zai shijie zhi zhong F=B&EAE
A 2 ); and Part 111, “Christ is Born into Us” (Jidu sheng zai women limian &4
TEFRAMFEE). You, Shengdan moxiang, 1-2.

w
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traditionally played an important role in the Chinese Church. Notably,
You refers to the Beatitudes as “ba zhengdao /\IEiE” (Shengdan mo
xiang, p. 22): “the Beatitudes are the [eightfold path] of the Christian
life to the Son of God” (p. 83). The translator obliterates the Buddhist
reference by translating “/\IE%” of the original into “eight paths”
(ibid.), which weakens the interreligious allusions and cross-cultural
referencing the author in his capacity as comparativist, biblical scholar,
and advocate of Scriptural Reasoning in a Chinese context would pre-
sumably be keen to highlight.

While throughout the volume references to Christian tradition out-
number direct quotations of Chinese classical and other Chinese
sources, You draws on Chinese culture to inspire his Advent medita-
tions in other ways. Writers of the church tradition and Christian mys-
tics feature prominently in the repertoire of quoted passages, including
quotations from the Apostolic Fathers, Augustine, Cyprian, Anselm,
Origen, Tertullian, Cyril of Jerusalem, Irenaeus, Saint Benedict, John
of the Cross, Bonaventure, Gregory of Nyssa, Brother Lawrence, Thé-
rése of Lisieux, and others. Among the Chinese names quoted are
Laozi %7, Kongzi fLF, Mengzi # T, Zhangzai Rifli, Zhuxi KT,
and the twentieth-century philosopher Feng Youlan %4 H. Beyond
this scanter assemblage, however, the author alludes to Chinese cultural
motifs in his treatment of Jesus’ humanity, for example, pondering the
“human-like freedom of will” of the Son of God, who submitted to his
Father’s will (p. 63). Here You mentions Jesus’ experience of xi nu ai le
B (Shengdan moxiang, p. 108), the four human emotions ex-
pressed in a well-known Chinese idiom found, for example, in the
Doctrine of the Mean.® This Chinese phrase is a shorthand for the
spectrum of human emotional experiences (different from the four
temperaments of Greek tradition).

When You Bin writes about Jesus’ disciples following his example
in doing God’s will and living out Christian virtues such as meekness,
he describes this mode of living as “a kind of life that follows the
course of nature” (p. 95, ye shi yang cheng yi zhong shun qi ziran de
rensheng WIRFR—HNEH B R4, Shengdan moxiang, p. 158), a
formulation echoing the Daoist virtue of submitting to a given course.
A famous admonition in the Inner Chapters of the Zhuangzi #:¥ thus
calls on rulers to “allow all things to take their natural course” (shun

¢ Confer Legge’s translation of “xi nu ai le &% 4> as: “pleasure, anger, sorrow, or
joy.” See Liji t4ic, Zhong Yong i, Chinese Text Project, accessed December 19,
2022, https://ctext.org/liji/zhong-yong.
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wu ziran JE¥ A #R).” Elsewhere You touches on the importance of un-
fettered living and submission in the Christian life and Chinese tradi-
tion alike:

[A]t every moment of life, we are not burdened by what we have, nor
are we saddened by what we do not have. This is the so-called way of
smoothness promoted in ancient Chinese philosophy. We conform to
everything God has arranged for our lives. We believe that God is
completely in control over everyone and everything. In this way, we
can achieve a truly peaceful life. (p. 126)

Closely related to this focus on peace, the author mentions “unity”
and the “harmonious” Christian life throughout the text, such as in his
meditation on the sixth Beatitude: “What is seeing? In the Bible, seeing
implies ownership. To see God is to possess God. It means harmony
between humanity and God” (p. 115). In the Chinese version, this
reads, “xiang rong gong qi MBI (Shengdan moxiang, p. 189).
This phrase for harmony is not the hexie F13 of “harmonious society”
invoked ad nauseum in official jargon during the Hu-Wen era, but sug-
gests active collaboration and a restoration of original intimacy be-
tween God and his people. “Harmony” is mentioned over 30 times in
the English Meditations translated from the Chinese hexie 7§, “tai he
KFI” (Shengdan moxiang, p. 212; “ultimate harmony,” p. 128), and
other Chinese expressions. The meditation on “Peacemakers,” chapter
20, entitled “shi ren hemu de ren i AFIEER N (those who bring har-
mony), is the longest chapter. Highlighting the role of Christian disci-

7 Confer Legge’s translation of “Let your mind find its enjoyment in pure simplicity;
blend yourself with [the primary] ether in idle indifference; allow all things to take
their natural course; and admit no personal or selfish consideration—do this and the
world will be governed” as: “ru you xin yu dan, he qi yu mo, shun wu ziran, er wu
rong si yan, er tianxia zhi yi i DR - SRMBE > JHY ER > MEAERLE > MR
NyA % . See: Zhuangzi #tF, Inner Chapters | Nei Pian Wi, The Normal Course
Jor Rulers and Kings | Ying Di Wang W& %, Chinese Text Project, accessed Decem-
ber 17, 2022, https://ctext.org/zhuangzi/normal-course-for-rulers-and-kings; empha-
sis mine. See also: Burton Watson, The Complete Works of Zhuangzi (New York:
Columbia University Press, 2013): “Let your mind wander in simplicity, blend your
spirit with the vastness, follow along with things the way they are, and make no room
for personal views—then the world will be governed,” p. 56; emphasis mine.
You, Shengdan moxiang, 207-8. There are some omissions (the series preface is not
included in the English version, for example), other additions (David F. Ford’s fore-
word in the English book, for example), and several minor changes between the
Chinese and English versions. In many cases, the choice for adjustments in favor of a
smoother English rendering are clear. Here, the original cites a Chinese phrase in
quotation marks, while the translation reads, “in Chinese ancient philosophy.”

o
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ples as peacemakers, You writes: “When we notice the word ‘harmony’
in the Bible, we should realize that it is the same word as ‘peace’ and
‘reconciliation’ (p. 120), and:

with peace from above, we become ambassadors in this world to
transmit peace through our lives, working to realize that original
harmonious relationship between God and humanity, between the
sexes, and between humanity and the natural environment (p. 123).

The author’s high view of ethics in Christian spirituality is evident
throughout the Meditations: personal integrity, interpersonal ethics, and
dutiful care and preservation of nature are shown as central to Christian
discipleship. This does not mean that an ethicized religion is promoted
to the exclusion of spiritual depth and union with God. Rather, the two
aspects—fellowship with God and righteous living—are understood as
intrinsically related. The Eastern Christian notion of theosis (“making
divine”), moreover, is expressed in several chapters, variously as “un-
ion of human nature with divinity” (p. 95), “shar[ing] in God’s nature”
(p. 77), or “union between heaven and earth” as represented by the
church (p. 42).

The other aspect—the importance of the “birthing” of the life of
Christ in his followers—is depicted most compellingly in the final
eight meditations on the Beatitudes. Christ’s life taking shape in his
church and individual disciples is an ongoing process; the life of fol-
lowing God’s commands is a progression of continuous “giving birth”
and “being birthed”—Christ-likeness taking shape in those who have
accepted God’s gift of salvation. Here, the author compares Christians
to Mary, a welcome change to an otherwise more traditionally gen-
dered Christian meditation. The trinity, which You mentions explicitly
throughout the volume—with references to perichoresis® and other
theological concepts—is depicted as overwhelmingly male. Although
the author honors different Orthodox and other Christian traditions,
there is no allusion to the femininity of the Holy Spirit, for example.
Instead in the Meditations, the “mother” is the church (as in Catholic
tradition)—and she is also a “bride.”

The author’s conclusion beautifully sums up the birthing process on
which the Meditations center:

% A theological term describing the relationship among the persons of the trinity.
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The essence of Christmas is birthing. We are born in Christ and
Christ will be born in us. ... Only after Christ is born within our birth
will he live his life within us, and thus the mystery of Christmas will
fulfill its mission.... The advent of Christ and the entire Christmas
period, with birthing as the core, remind us to welcome the
ever-birthing God and to nourish the life of Christ within us. As the
ancient church father Origen said, “He who is begotten by God is
always blessed. For I will not say that the righteous man is begotten
just once by God, but that he is always begotten in each good act in
which God begets the righteous man.” (p. 138)

Unlike its English translation, the Shengdan moxiang along with You
Bin’s other non-academic works prepared for Christian instruction—
The Ten Commandments: A Chinese Catechism; The Lord’s Prayer: A
Chinese Catechism; Christian Liturgy: A Christian Catechism; and The
Apostle’s Creed: A Chinese Catechism—contain You’s introduction to
the series, entitled, “Jidujiao Zhongguo hua huhuan ‘da shenxue’ yishi
BB AL PP R 5, (Sinicizing Christianity: A Conscious
Call for “Greater Theology”).!% It should be noted that You Bin in this
introduction to his Chinese catechism series situates his own intercul-
tural theologizing in the context of Three-Self Protestant Church the-
ology, some of whose theologians or collaborators appear as advisers to
the series, including well-known Nanjing theologians and Mainland
Chinese scholars of Christianity such as Chen Yongtao Bf7kiE. In an
English version of the introduction, the late K. H. Ting’s T5till theo-
logical construction!! features prominently.

In addition to You’s good relations with Three-Self Protestant
churches and seminaries and, perhaps more importantly for his context,
his professional standing in Chinese academia as a scholar and educa-
tor promoting the establishment of Chinese biblical studies (Shengjing
xue BBEH) as a recognized academic discipline, You’s program pursues
a dialogue between Christianity and Chinese culture that looks beyond
the settings of church and academia to understand the role of Christian-
ity within contemporary Chinese life in cultural terms. In this aspect,
his initiatives are also descendants of the Christian intellectual pursuits
of earlier generations of Sino-Christian theologians and the by now
well documented Cultural Christians (wenhua Jidutu SCALEEEGE) of

10" Confer You, Shengdan moxiang, 3-18.

' Confer Philip Wickeri, Reconstructing Christianity in China: K. H. Ting and the
Chinese Church (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2007).
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the 1990s. You Bin’s project, however, seeks direct contact and interac-
tion with the church, in this case the officially sanctioned Protestant
Church. As such, his intercultural theologizing has a fixed point of ref-
erence, but his comparative concerns reach beyond this point. While
the cross-denominational flavor of his work (which is also evident in
the Meditations) is in some ways a nod to Three-Self
post-denominationalism, in other ways it clearly highlights and appre-
ciates the distinct contours and textures of Latin, Greek, Orthodox,
Catholic, or Reformed traditions, rather than blending them into uni-
formity.

Further, “intercultural theolog[izing],” as You Bin proposes it,!* by
its very definition requires a method of cultural comparison. But on
what grounds may cultural traditions of meaning-making be legiti-
mately compared? Some thinkers propose discarding the idea of cul-
tural identity in favor of a notion of cultural resources regarded as
common to all in a world in which cultures are constantly intermin-
gling, synthesizing, and in flux.!* Others might view cultural incom-
mensurability as a “fallacy.”'* But these explanations belong to the
realms of philosophy and literary criticism. In theology, cultural com-
parativists must consider the religious needs of practitioners and what
is already happening in communities of lived religion. Such is the con-
tribution that You Bin’s intercultural theologizing in different projects
beyond the academy seeks to make.

One may take issue with the formulation Zhongguo hua HE1L,"
which for political and other reasons is so prominent in Three-Self

12 You Bin, “General Introduction to The Series of Chinese Catechisms,” forthcoming
in English translation.

Confer Frangois Jullien, Es gibt keine kulturelle Identitit: Wir verteidigen die
Ressourcen einer Kultur, translated from the French by Erwin Landrichter (Berlin:
Suhrkamp, 2017). Jullien’s philosophical program overall, as I understand it, deals
with the idea of detour (détour) and return, that is, a return to one’s known cultural
terminological rationales after journeying into those of other cultures to better ques-
tion one’s cultural presuppositions. This exercise is theologically meaningful, too.
For this reason, intercultural theology is more than an exercise in contextualization,
but a dialogue that theologically nourishes, critiques, and challenges all of its partici-
pants.

13

Confer Zhang Longxi, “The Fallacy of Cultural Incommensurability,” in Unexpected
Affinities: Reading Across Cultures (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2016), 1—
26.

China’s five official religions—Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Protestantism, and
Catholicism—are called on to comply with the official dogma of “Chinasizing”
(Zhongguo hua #E4L) their religious institutions through ideological alignment with
current PRC religious policy. In the Christian churches, the mandated disassociation
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publications—and which You Bin also uses. This term was often trans-
lated into English as “Sinicization”; however, Three-Self publications
in English have recently begun—somewhat misleadingly—rendering
Zhongguo hua “contextualization.” Yang Fenggang #3Jf\fi accurately
points out that “Sinicization” should properly be understood as “Han
hua #{t” and that it is a mistranslation of Zhongguo hua, which has
political connotations in the PRC: this is seen, as he points out, in the
clear directive that the recognized religions, including even indigenous
Daoism, must Zhongguo hua (Chinasize).'®

The conversation about theological contextualizing and its termino-
logical scaffolding in the Chinese context is important as it relates to
the question of how to name the incarnation itself, the event Christians
celebrate in the “holy birth.” It goes to the heart, too, of the many divi-
sions that are plaguing expressions of Chinese Christianity today. You
Bin’s Meditations suggest that the survival of Christianity is not merely
a question of politics—although it is certainly that, too—but a question
of textual, religious, and ethnic culture, and that this Bethlehem, too,
can be cultivated to await the birth of its redemption toward peace.

Naomi THURSTON
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

from foreign influence is sometimes expressed as the need to overcome the Western
imperialism of the old missionary influences.

16 Confer Yang Fenggang, “Sinicization or Chinafication? Cultural Assimilation vs.
Political Domestication of Christianity in China and Beyond,” The Sinicization of
Chinese Religions: From Above and Below (Leiden: Brill, 2021), 16-43.
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