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XBXEFHE-ENE

Characteristics of Chinese Interpretation

to the Gospels in Late-Ming Dynasty

Ma Heng

Abstract: Modern translation theories emphasize that
translation involves not only the simple conversion of
different languages, but the cultural context of the target
language. The dual influence of ethical culture and political
ideology of the late Ming Dynasty leaves Gospel an uneven
path to China.Jesuits made great efforts to introduce
fragments of the stories of Jesus into China and then further
relatively integrally recount, and even translate Gospel into
Chinese, which cost a long process of half a century. In order
to reconcile the conflict between Christianity and Confucianism
and accommodate Gospel to Chinese culture, Jesuits had to
take the ways of selecting, deleting, extracting and adding to
revise the stories of Jesus, which more or less endows the
translation of Gospel with the characteristics of Chinese
culture. The translation of Gospel in late Ming Dynasty
embodies its inevitable plight in the process of Christianity
as the weak culture entering the strong culture.

Key words: translation of Gospel; Jesuits; stories of

Jesus;late Ming Dynasty
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