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Abstract

The story of the Samaritan woman in the Gospel of John
is a favourite story among Christians. It is being interpreted for
two thousand years. From the perspective of modern
hermeneutics and contemporary literary critical theories such
as “semantic autonomy of the text” and the “hermeneutics of
otherness and engagement”, this article traces and reflects on
the historical commentaries and interpretations of the story,
focusing on the changes of the image of the Samaritan woman.
The historical review shows that this story keeps being
re-interpreted according to the need of interpreters. Their
interpretations are always affected by their own context. The
text, however, is calling us to recognize its own ‘“autonomy”,
which makes it possible for us today to keep on interpreting
the story from our own context. The “hermeneutics of
otherness and engagement” of Fernando F. Segovia provides a

nice paradigm for us to interpret the text in the post-modern
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and post-colonial global world. On the basis of the history of
the reception of this story in Chinese churches, this article
contributes to the establishment of Chinese contextual

hermeneutics.

Keywords: Samaritan Woman; the Other; Image;

Postcolonialism; Feminism
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