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The Future of Patristics in China
— A Response to “Note: the Future of

Patristics”

Kam-iun Edwin LEE
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President of Hong Kong Office

China Ministries International

Abstract

This is a respdnse to Charles Kannengiesser’s article
“Note: the Future of Patristics”. While agreeing on the
participation of Patristics in the wider humanistic studies, the
author concerns about the loss of uniqueness in the patristic
focus on truth exploration in Kannengiesser’s methodological
relativism. The central concern of Patristics is around the issue
of the Trinity and soteriology, and from there views of
personhood, eternity, original sin and history are developed.
These are still making meaningful contribution to current
research on natural and social sciences. For the future of
Patristics in China, the author has suggested the possible
enrichment of the Way of Heaven (Tian Dao) concept with the
Trinity and Doctrine of the Mean (Zhong Yong) with patristic
spiritual theology. \
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