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Whose “Redemption”? Which “Popular
Christianity”?

A Review of Redeemed by Fire: The Rise of
Popular Christianity in Modern China by Lian Xi

WANG Zhixi
Ph.D. Student, Department of Cultural and Religious Studies
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Lian Xi’s latest publication, Redeemed by Fire: The Rise
of Popular Christianity in Modern China, has been widely
appreciated by many scholars, including some renowned
historians of Chinese Christianity. This book review focuses
on two keywords of the title, “redeemed” and “popular”,
respectively. Taking “redeemed” as a lively imagery, on the
one hand, the author argues that: (1) Christianity that this book
specifically articulates is to “redeem” the “masses”, the
grassroots Christians in Cﬁina; (2) the reasons why these
“masses” in modern China are vastly converted to Christianity
have a lot to do with the “natural disasters” and “man-made
calamities” from the late Qing dynasty through Republican
China to Post-Cultural Revolution China; (3) meanwhile, the

version of Christianity to “redeem” the “masses” is one with
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the “fire of Pentecostalism” and “fire of Premillennialism”. On
the other hand, using the terminology of so-called “popular”
Christianity, the author must distinguish it from “non-popular”
Christianity; otherwise the prefix “popular” would not make
any sense. On the whole, however, the subject-matter the
author probes into is not easily categorized as ‘“popular”
Christianity, no matter how we define the word “popular”,
whether from the perspective of (1) different types of churches,
(2) different classes of Christian leaders and their followers, or
(3) the content of the “popular” Christianity. The core element
relating every chapter of the book may only be that of

“premillennialist eschatology”.

Keywords: Popular Christianity; Redemption; Fire;

Pentecostal Movement; Premillennialism
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