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(163 LUTHER, Luther’s Large Catechism ,trans. by S. Janzow (St. Louis:Concordia) ,“The Ten Commandments”, (1988).

(171 %[ HALBERTAL & MARGALIT, Idolatry.3-1.

(181 X J& David POWLISONS, “Idols of the Heart and ‘ Vanity Fair’”,in The Journal of Biblical Counseling 13,no. 2 (Winter
1995 :35-50 HLIK & JH il L (H 28 1 3 P iR

[193  Ibid. ,*Idols of the Heart and ‘ Vanity Fair’”,39.
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AT [ SR A T i R RS AT S AR IR AT A A0 2 A 2R A S 4 H (B U R S S i
BE U R A S AR ARAIE B 8%, ZRAEE S5 — D ESRBE 7 — D ESE MR, 5l
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£20) Walter WINKI, Naming the Powers (Philadelphia:Fortress,1984),76.
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FRRZET A% 0 A A TR AR H R A B = R 2 2 B e A7 1 3 3R 2L B LU e AR AR 1
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PR AR Z B LB A AP 1 58 35 o 5 DR A AR M 67 B A S8 48t JRUE T L 9 1 4R 28 A

(221 % G. BEALE.We Become What We Worship (Downers Grove:IVP,2008).
231 KANT,Groundwork ,translated by H. Paton (NY:Harper,1964),4:434-435.
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Abstract : this paper philosophically interprets idolatry as a product of a self-deceptive self-defense mechanism, which
operates when a person perceives threats from reality. Here,one tries to diminish the perceived threat by maximizing the
value of one’s own self. To achieve this goal,one uses a sustaining prop (e. g. , wealth) to construct the edifice of one’s
self-image (e. g. » “1 am wealthy”). However, since one’s self-image is constantly threatened by the capriciousness of
reality,one chooses to counter the caused instability by deepening one’s attachments to one’s image and its sustaining
prop. It is clear then that idolatry largely consists of the worship of two interrelated idols: a fictive self-image and its
support,and the self-deceptive logic of idolatry consists of repressing objective threats by reinforcing one’s subjective
attachments. Also,every idol intriguingly has certain contradictory attributes:it is controlled by humans and yet controls
its masters,it is constructed by people but also changes its worshippers. This is reminiscent of Marx’s notions of fetishism
and alienation, which explains how idols ironically become quasi-independent entities that exhaust human potential and
bring forth self-estrangement. This irony happens because in forcing idols to play a role that they cannot perform,humans

inflict upon themselves the “maintenance cost” of idolatry that they cannot bear.

Key Words:idolatry;self-defense mechanism; self-image; reality; alienation.
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