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ECONOMIC ETHICAL VALUE
OF HUINENG’S ZEN THOUGHT

Huang Yunming

Abstract: German thinker Max Weber thought that protestant Christian
faith had removed obstacles of value to the development of Western
capitalist market economics and provided spiritual power. Huineng’s
thoughts of Zenbuddhism, including “Buddhism existing in the earthly
world” , “Meditation can’t become Buddha” , “Understand the mind
and see the disposition” , etc. share great homogeneity with those of
Luther and Calvin. He endowed secular activities with religious values,
broke the spiritual bondage of secular activities and initiated a rational
lifestyle. As a result, Huineng’s thoughts of Zenbuddhism becomes the
forerunner of Chinese modem enlightenment culture.
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