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A SHOT AT IMMORTALITY

FO RWARD

I am humbled by the great honour done to me by Chinedu . -

Chukwu, the editor of this collection of words I spoke or wrote

over the past decades. I shudder to thmk and even to pause that I

said some of these things attributed to me.

In reality, the thoughts and words arethe frult ofyears of learmng -
_ under several erudite teachers starting from my parents Richard - -

and Lucy Ike, my ancestors, uncles and aunts, several of them

from Umana Ndiagu including Nneife and Udenka, my mentorsin - - '

elementary, secondary, umversnty and post—graduate studies.

God has been gracnous to me and my life with its meamng - |
founded in Christ and his Church, rooted in African culture and . |

global happemngs hasbeen blessed. .

l have learnt from books, nature, fnends, spiritual dxrectors,'. .
children, the learned but partlcularly the poor A

I give back in these words some' part of what I have received: I -

claim no honour or originality but tried in my own way and with . o

my own style to say things the way I feel see, thinkand beheve

.Thankyou forsharmgthethoughts. -

'Msgr. Prof. Dr. Obioralke
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PREFACE
“Great minds are to make others great. Their superiority is:
" to be used, not to break the multitude to intellectual
vassalage, not to establish over them a spiritual tyranny,
. but to rouse them from Iethargy, and to aid them to judge

for themselves.”
- Wllham Ellery Chanmng

The above quote greatly reflects my view about Msgr. Prof.
Obiora Ike. I have known and worked with him for over a decade.

' Working with him all these years has been insightful,
intellectually rewarding and has given me a deeper

understanding of this great mind. He is multifaceted and never

have I come across an individual who could concurrently handle - -

multiple divergent tasks spanning across his priestly, scholarly,

_ philanthropic, entrepreneurial, mediative, administrative

amongst other activities yet be proficient at each of them while
achieving his envisioned results. Prof. Ike reminds me of the

- - great St. Thomas Aquinas who had the ability to simultaneously

dictate to four secretaries on different subjects atthe same time.

Last year while doing some research online, I only came across a
quote attributed to Prof. Ike. Thus when his friends and
associates were asked to submit stories for his 60" birthday

anniversary celebration, I felt that rather than write a story on
him, I should compile quotes on him from some of the papers he

has presented over the past 15 years to enable the entire world
have some insight and knowledge of his views on various
sub]ects :

‘In a constantly'. evolving world often marked with an
accumulation of social malaise. which create anxiety and -

perplexity to its weary populace, Prof. Ike's quotes in this book
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provides m31ghts and dlrectlons on the sub]ects of ethics, society,

culture, religion, politics amongst other subjects which furnish .

the reader with unabridged clarity to tackle the emerging
challenges of daily existence drawing from his wealth of
knowledge. ' :

Itis impossible to lay too much emphasis on the qualities of Prof,

Obiora Ike's words; their inspiring power, their vigor, their '
concise manner and their worthiness to be known and taken

advantage of by Nigerians, Africans and the world at large. His
words are not only written in _ingenuous- dictions but
simultaneously give insightful clarlﬁcatlons on various world'..
issues.

May I use this medium to appreciate those who contributed to
making this book a reality starting with my lovely wife, Victoria,
as well as Marvellous Obasi, Benedict Agbaka, Winifred Okuta
and Mrs. Vera Nwafor for their enormous effort towards: this -
book. On a final note, may I thank Prof. Ike for permitting me to
compile his quotes into a book and for writing the foreword to
this book.
monumental.

Edmond Mbiaka was on point when he said; “If you constantly
brush shoulders with great minds, sooner or later you would surely
become very familiar with what it takes to dwell in the land of
greatness.” Prof.Ikeis indeed ajack of all trade and a master ofall.

I wish you a happy reading as you go through these quotes and I
recommend that you read them with an open mind to appreciate
and utilize these nuggets of W1sdom of Msgt. Prof. Obiora Francxs

Ike the Great.

CHINEDU PETER CHUKWU
7" April, 2016

,60“‘ Anniversary of Msgr. Prof. Oblora lke s. blrth

v

His encouragement and support have been
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.. ABOUT MSGR. PROE OBIORA IKE |
biora Ike, born 7" April, 1956 in Gusau, Northern Nigeria
is a Catholic Priest of Enugu Diocese ordained 1981 in
Hohenems, Austria. He is the Founder in 1986 and
Diréctor of thefirst ngerlan Ethics Research Centre, the Catholic

Institute of Development, Justice, Peace and Caritas (CIDJAP),
Enugu. A Catholic Prelate (Monsignor) with over 35 years of

" ‘pastoral work, he studied in five countries and obtained

distinctions in double degrees of B.Theol. and B.Phil

, (ngerla/Rome) ‘M.Phil and M.Theol (Austria); Doctor of

Theology (Bonn, Germany); Diploma in Journalism (London).He
‘'speaks several foreign languages. Ike is a scholar, academic and

- authorwith over 11‘7 published works in ﬁve languages. .

A leadmg voice and public speaker across Africaand Europe, he is

e "gfessor and Chair for Ethics and lntercultural Studles at the
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Godfrey Okoye University, Enugu. Previously he was visiting
Professor at the Frankfurt Goethe University Germany and the-

Theologische Faculteit, Tilburg, The Netherlands. A member of - '
the European Academy of Science and Arts, The New York
Academy of Science and Arts and the Africa Studies Association,

 Ike is engaged in many social, pastoral and scholarship activities

and is founder and director of over 17 Civil Society Orgamzatlons = .
(N GOs) in Nigeriaand abroad. :

_ He is active on the economlc scene mcludmg the Co- Foundmg of
the leading Nigerian Umuchinemere Microfinance Bank with 22,

branches and an asset of over three billion naira as at 2015. Heis
currently Chairman of the board of the bank, as well as Chairman
of the Government Economic Advisory Committee. of- Enugu
State, Nigeria. Professor Dr Obiora lke is a grassroots

development practitioner with a passion for culturally-rooted B

development models and African self-determmatlon

A Human nghts Activist, he founded the Nigerian Congress of :
Catholic Prisons Pastoral Care for the freedom of prisoners.
Obiora Ike has a life motto which revolves around People,
Community, Values-driven Leadership and the Common Good.
He has a wide range of human resources activities which address-
human promotion, youth development poverty eradication,

- scholarships for disadvantaged persons, health projects and

engagementm conﬂlctmanagement and lnterrehglous Dlalogue -

A reaplent of over 50 natjonal, local and international awards, he -
is President of the Club of Rome, Nigeria Chapter since 2006 and
heads the Geneva based Global Ethics Centre

(www.GlobalEthics.net) as the Executlve Dlrector from 2016

You canvisithis personal website atwww.Obloralke.com .
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Africa

1

2

The African worldview, its cosmology and philosophical

. foundations, and its religions and ethical foundations have
- an inherent rationality that interprets the universe in

holisticand interconnected terms and notinisolated, linear

and particularistic terms, separated from each other.

*"Much of what is known or written about Africa, has .been

described by non-Africans (experts, intellectuals, traders,
anthropologists, travelers, missionaries), most of whom, in
general tendency, seem in their writings, observations and
works tolook down on Africaand its peoples.

The pure African sbciety is fundamentally egali,tarian.‘lt is

* communalistic. _ .

The phenomenon of li.fe, whetherin birth orin change oflife
through death was highly celebrated and an occasion for
feasting.

Afriéa's values must and has to emanate from the realities of
Africa, and it is only when ¢committed individuals decide for

.. this option that the new society ideally aiming at restoring

the dignity ofthe human person can be created.

. Africa is a continent of striking featufes and'embarrassing
- paradoxes and contradictions. It is the second largest

continent in the world and perhaps the richest continent in
terms of natural resources and potential wealth. Yet, Africa
is perhaps also the weéakest continent on the globe.

The euphoria of modernization carried ‘many African
countries with their elite away, Consequently, they lost

touch with original sources of African culture; but they did
- notsucceedto become European,

—

02
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~ All the poor nations of the woi"ld including virtually all of

Africa belong to the hot zones and pay a high price for
‘holding mankind's “front line” against the sun. o

" African values are non idéol_ééféal, t_héy are life, thus the
. Igbo saying that “Ezi Okwu but ndu”, literally meaning that -

. "Tl'uth iS life”- st {"j ;‘ ' o

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Our situation shows manifold é}(‘iiéial and religious divisions,
inequities and poverty, all ‘due to the personal sins.

committed with negative ramifications caused by humans

“insociety. : i

Our.African continent has'fodvﬂt‘iine'ither the pluck nor the

‘wits to free itself from thé stranglehold of yal"i,ous'j

exploitative tendencies.

It is with the West that Afric4 lias some accounts to square; °

‘account which if properly settled on terms gravitated by

Justice, the rights of mah td dignity and development, -
solidarity and a renewed commitment to challenge the’

“structures of sin’, would see to the emergence of a
renascent Africa.’ - - :

It is with the West that Africa has the strongest economic, -
historical and political tiés to date and the future of the
African continent will be determined largely by the tenor of

herrelationship withthéWest. o

Any discussion on the fate and future of Africa, on the

 possibility of enthronihig a sustainable base for an African . ‘

renaissance, must reckon’ with the West of which the '
American civilization Has assumeda central role.

Indeed, it is largely with the West that we have _Eo settle

‘03
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scores and”halancé Lecoutits of the! esqploited peoples of

"+ Africa, withd view of hberatmg Afnca fron‘l ‘the clutches of

- 16..
_ignorance of what Africa'is; its culture; its people ‘and its

17.

18.

19,

21.

22.

I

underdevelo;iment vl i e W
There exists m ma‘ny Westem c1rc1es ‘Gh émbax‘rassmg
destiny. We do notblame the West. We bldirié 1gn0rance

A general tendem:y has‘béen to “look down" ‘on Afrlca and
Africans as thé’continént of iunger' a-land inhabited by

‘savages and’ catinibals‘ that'live on trees’and arboreal
‘arrangements, a dumping ground for the Wwastes‘of the

western world, the land of black people with black souls as

dark as the devil’and-destirled to be the'wretched of the
" earth, a land wheré" prlmltmty dwelt if” its thorbid
“dimensions. . . SRR L

Whatever is bad is given theéterm blaék: black magld black
devil, blackmarket blackbuSihess, blaCRI*ellglon ‘

PRI AT R Lf‘;{f”?”’;} LN M .’,; o
5 ‘ [

It would notamount to'a hdrrendous presumptlon for one

" to reflect that the face of Africa today is‘a horrid: patchwork

ofpovertyandpam : , SR B

Africais a continent filled wnth lifes dynamném and great
potentials African situation may be'bad 'blit nvt hopeless.

She may be economically poor, but’'has a'wealth of-values
and priceless qualities upon whichi:lier rendigsance and
sustainable development could be valldly erected.

RSN T (l717 e Py
Africamay be underdeveloped today, but thatis only astage
inthesocio- evolutlonaryunfoldmgofhmtOry wh ey

e )j” “\’. ok

We tried hard to please the big boss in the hope that he
would putin kind word for usonour debts, brforgive usotr

04
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23.

24,

25.
26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

sins of profligacy. Like an 1ncensed god, he was not
appeased.

Africa's traditional value syste'rns' provide a basis for a
dialogue of life, not just a superiority of ideas, making
communal living together possible.

Africa, clearly accepted by historians as the “origin of
mankind” and the cradle of civilization, the epitome of

’ culture, religion, art and human values is today treated asa 3

child in international matters.

With a focus on Africa, the 20th century assumes the-
dimensions ofaholocaust. ' :

Those who dream make things happen. Yet, for many of us
in Africa, dreaming resembles an attempt to escape reality.

The world and history are moving forward. We either j ]om
orgetout. :

Our competence to speak for ourselves cannot be
overemphasized. No matter the depth of knowledge
claimed by someone from without, no one can represent
this in its entire grim and hopeful dimension save someone
who came from the circumstance in question. '

The present times are not luxury for many African peoples.

' The Church experiences martyrdom daily.

The fastestandlargest growth everinthe 2000-year hlstory
of Christianity is taking place in Africa: .

People mustbe partoftheir own destiny.

05
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- 32, Tobehuman is to belong to the whole community, and to do

so involve participation in the beliefs, ceremonies, rituals
" and festivals of the community.... African people do not
knowhow to exist withoutreligion.

33. Homelessnessisalossof identity.

34. The limitation of being human to one's own race, oné’s own
g

people, one's own nation, or one's own class leads to
brutality. ‘

35. Africa has seen the worst in what human brutality could '

ever offer.

African-American Relationship

1. “I AM BLACK AND PROUD” is expressed as a rational and
positive justification in the attempt of the Black American
to establish legitimate difference against a society where
beingblack was considered “second class”.

2. The African soul, psyche and personality is yet to recover
fully from this age long disgrace which our sons and
daughtersinthe Diaspora continue to carry with them. -

African Culture

1. Culture matters precisely because Culture and its
ingredients provides the key to a proper understanding of

reality and subsequently solving problems based on this
reality as they emerge.

2. Eventhough culture is notstaticbut steadily dynamic, some
of the elements that provided rationality for cultural

practices in the past may have disappeared in the face of
modern realities.

06
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10.

11.

12.

For the African people, life is sacred and there is great

respectfortheearth.

Culture in contra-distinction from nature is that part of his
milieu which man himself created.

Culture is distinct from society. It is society's way of life.
Hence society can remain when its culture has changed.

Rather than substitute a new item for an old one, cultures
often preferto add the new one to the old. :

Many of us have learned to enjoy the music of Beethoven A

without growing any less enthusiastic of Atilogwu, Ijele
dance, Egwu Ukwu and Nwokorobia. ‘

To think of culture in terms of development is to think of

culture with a richer meaning, beyond the merely -

descriptive and qualitative neutral “way oflife ofa people”.

The finite cannot in the long run substitute for the infinite.
The resultis a spiritual emptiness which endsin destroying
the culture. ’ S

African so‘ci‘eties generally respect the elderly and care for
them.

In pure African Sociéty governed by a humanistic
community spirit, land belongs to no one. Land belongs to
the people. ‘ ~ :

In African societies, property was a gift of God to someone.
Property had no meaning if somebody accumulated too

much for himself, :

o7
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13

i4.

15.

16.

17.

There is a need now of a new cultural politics which accepts
pluralism, dlver31ty and dialogue-Democracy.

‘Traditional Africa considered every work as noble and

respectful, onceitserved the purposes of existence.

Omenala, (culture) which was and is the link between the
ethical, religious and secular realities as well as the basis for
the legal system and morality in general does exist even as
strongly today as it was yesterday.

Culture (Omenala) has the potential to assist and guide
modernization processes in a sustainable manner, founded
on cultural rationality (derived from the past) and
projectinginto the future.

Africamust be challenged to go back to her roots, preserve
and not auction off her cultural heritage in the face of new

- conditions.

- 18.

19.

20.

21.

African development must be built around African realities
and heritage

Africa may be poor, disease ravaged continent, but its
people are not forlorn dysfunctional people who are

without hope. These are people who love life and celebrate
it; their joy of life islegendary.

Customs should not be regarded as unchallengeable if they |

endanger the “common good’, teaching and depriving the

community of much needed material and spiritual
assistance. '

On the other hand, customs should not be rashly discarded
ifthey canstillbe so adapted as to be useful,

08
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22.

23.

24.

25.

Cultural influences on African lifestyle are obvious in the
“westernization” of so much of popular culture in music,
clothes, lifestyles, art, theatre, songs, technology, language,
values and orientation.

Communicating faith in the diversity of cultures is possible.
based on the African context where humanity's most
authentic and distinctive features nurture a cultural soil |
which makes for a fruitful and constructive dialogue.

Why is it that our intellectuals and the elite praise and
prefer models of political or economic experiments, which
do not have roots in the context of their own people and
history? ‘

Africans are people who laugh heartily no matter the weight

of the load on their shoulders; who deeply express their
faith in God and man; people that love, respect and revere
elders as the bridge between the living and our ancestral
roots as well as a bastion of wisdom and experience; people
that love children and value relationships all in an
interconnection network of social insurance prov1ded by
their extended and large family systems.

26. People who do not look back to their ancestral- cultural
“heritage cannot look forward to posterity.

Africaand Wealth |

1. Africa is economically poor, but has a wealth of values and
priceless qualities.

2. A culture rich in values is regarded higher than a society
rich inmaterial wealth.

3. Property is Seen as the basis of wealth and communal

09
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. ownership makes everybody a stakeholder and not
strangers in their own community.

Africa and Children
1.  Africansocieties love children and still do. The childless are
sad.

2. Africa continues to claim its children by investing its colour
on its children wherever they may be and however they are
"produced". , |

3.  Africa also marks out its children by investing its clear
- physical and cultural features on them, no matter the

continent or country in which they possess legal
"citizenship.” '

Africaand Land

1.. In the pure African Society governed by a humanistic

* community spirit, land belongs to no one. Land belongs to
the people. '

2. Because the earth provides the goods of this world: food,
~ trees, sand, water and other consumables, which return
through burial and decay to the bowels of the earth. The
earth was thus, worshiped and respected. This worship was

a female-oriented type of religion, thus the earth as
'goddess’ a constant recipient of water from heaven, male
god); a giver and taker. All nature was respecte::l and

oreation had integrity. This virtue has to be cultivated again
inatechnological world.

3.~ How could we reconcile this existent traditional view of the

land.with the border clashes for land prevalent now on the
continent? What new interpretation could be given to the

10
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land so that it assumes its Original African connotation,
namely; a heritage to use and to pass on to the oncoming.
- generation? ' R S '

Africaand God o o

1. . The universe has a purpose in the mind of the creator. Thus
religion, sacrifice, worship rites and rituals characterized
‘mankind's response in Africa to the 'God of Creation’ .
'Chineke'. : ‘ ‘ ' '

Tradition . —

1. For one to be respected within the community, one must be

-~ respectful of the traditions left behind by the ancestors,
conveyed through culture, language, art, dance and
religious symbols and values. '

2. African traditional religion is essentially a philosophy and a '

spiritual way of life, which permeates, pervades and
animates the traditional social institutions, norms and

~celebrations.
3. Modernity still contains Tradition.
4. Intraditional Africathere areno irreligious people.

5. It is the traditional values and conventions which help to
“establish people's cultural identity.

6. Traditional values which are indeed African values show

*the importance of integrating cultural values into real life -

through pedagogy of practice which is lived faith than justa
theoretical didactic method.

7. Various traditional Nigerian cultures generally abhor

11
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- stealing, damage to the common good and acts of
~corruption.

8.  Nigerian traditional values which are indeed African values
show the importance of integrating cultural values into real
life through pedagogy of practice which is lived faith than
justatheoretical didacticmethod.

Igbo and Igbology

- The Igbo proverb expresses best the need and
~ understanding for intercultural dialogue and exchange for
the survival of all. “Onye anwuna ma ibe ya efuna”is a way of

life, a proverb which literally translated, means: “Live and
letlive”,

2. - The Igbo people of Southeastern Nigeria worked on Iron
~ Oreatatime when Historically Europe was still in the Stone
Age. This same people enjoyed, nourished and sustained a

republican democracy when most of the Western world
- slumbered in primitivity.

3. = Effective social welfare systems existed to cater for the

marginalized, recognized as the responsibility of the
communlty

4. The traditional Igbo interplay of the secular and sacred
- ensured that ethical considerations were an intrinsic part
of economiclife for the Igbo. :

5. The I_gbos view life as a continuum that extends beyond the
demise ofthe material self.

6. Whywemusteatinorderto survive, is a question of nature.
~ Why the Igbo fulfills this duty with "Ukwq” and “Okwuru”
and the English with “Bread and Tea” isamatter of Culture

12
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7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

But even if our people all become Christians, we are not
even sure that our culture, the Igbo culture, subjected to
‘constant and permanent erosion within the political
context of a multinational country like Nigeria, has not lost
the will to exist, content to dissolve its identity in a melting

‘pot where another culture, a pan- Nigerian / Afncan /.

westernized cultureis being concocted

.We argue that sustainability should be defined as b‘uild‘ivng ‘

upon the resources and heritage of the past generations, to
meet the needs of the present generation without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet .
their own needs. This is Igbology derived from the omenala,
linking the past, presentand future in one continuum.

Work was understood in Igbo land as a corporate activity,
performed by all members of the community and family.

There are only two clear seasons for the Igbo's; the wet-
season and the dry season. This clear weather division into
rainy and dry seasons makes it imperative for the Igbo to
workand plantin the wet season and to harvestand rest for
the greater part of the dry season, Nature thus played a vital
role in determining work tempo.

Kola nut was never denied anybody just because he or she :

didnotbelong.

Igbo art is a manifestation of the aesthetic, the
philosophical, the historical, the human and the divine
milieuin the mldst of human creativity.

Igbo art is modest, yet deeply expressive. It concerns 1tself
with life.

13
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16.

14.

15.

The Igbo do not demarcate between a strictly material,
sensual world and a purely spiritual world. In stark
contrast to the dualism present in Greek antiquity and
western philosophy, the Igbo view life as a continuum that
extends beyond the demise of the material self.

In the most contemporary Igbo societies, sharing -
especially of food and evident in the tradition of breaking
kola nut - has remained a landmark of Igbo religiosity, life
and practice.

The belief in the interconnectedness between the three

+ levels of existence, namely, the “living, dead (ancestors)’,

17.

18.

19,

the “yet unborn” and the “present generation” attributed
great value to children who signified the bond of greater
solidarity atalllevels.

The three levels of existence in 'Igbology’ offer an important
principle and philosophy in understanding the interplay
between community and individual; forces of nature and
nurture; religion and business; the environment and
humanity; and generally helps us better understand
various factors and values that ensured sustainability and
stakeholder participation among the traditional Igbo

- people. It continues to provide a valuable foundation for

problem-solving in modern times.

Igbo culture and tradition understood ownership to mean
the possession, authority and control of and over
something by an individual, a community and the
ancestors, which implied a spiritual bond. The destiny of

- theindividual and the community was often interlinked,

Wealth had significance when it was used responsibly to
further community interests and not hoarded only for

14
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20.

individual use. This furthered social responsibility at the

individual and corporatelevel.

The “Ozor Ttitle” were also awarded in recognition of an

individual's social responsibility, acclaiming the personasa =
valuable member of the community. This ensured a healthy
balance between individual freedom and enterprise, with

overall progress of the community and itsmembers.

Women | | o

1.

The image of the African mother living symbolically with

‘her child is asymbol of love for life.

The hard work of the people, especially womén and peasant’

farmersis notable.

The role of religion in the political empowerment of women
is very solid and valid from many perspectives.

The role of the mothers must be socially re-assessed. The
mother's tasks in the home demand greater commitment,

much time and much love with compensation by State and

_society.

Through mothers, God entrusted human beings to women

in an entirely special way. This is why the leading role in

protecting life from the moment of its conception pertains

to women. Who more than mothers can know the miracle of :

life unfolding in their wombs?

The majority of the victims of global complete
disorientation, corruption, greed and poverty are women.
You, our mothers, sisters and wives, you our beauty who
carry us in your womb, nurture us into growth and
adulthood and actually make the person, the family and the

15
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nation.

The most marginalised in the present status quo are our

. 'womenand their children. Whata tragedy?

Womeh work two-thirds of the world's working hours and
they produce half of the world's food, yet they earn only

"~ 10% of the world's income and own less than 1% of the

world's property.

In poor countries, the day a child is born is all too often the
daythatits mother dies.

Ancestor Worship

L

Ancestor worship expressed the respect and debt of the
present generation to those who lived before, and this

respect guaranteed to the present that the yet unborn
would honour the dead.

When an old man dies, it is like the tragic destruction of a
library in Europe. For they are transmitters of past
experiences, the existential links of the past with the
present, and the nuclear bearers of tidings to the past with
the present, and spirit-gods of the nether-world.

The absence of the clear division between the sacred and
the secular, the profane and the spiritual, the theoretical
and the practical, all these expressed the African difference
to western categories of thought which had clear lines
distinguishing the temporal and the eternal, idealism and
empiricism, rationalism and pragmatism. '

The visible world of human society is supported by the
world of the ancestors, the living dead, who are the
custodians of ethic and morality.

16
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Tribalism

1.

Ph
1

2

The bond of Christian love established by Christianity
which melted the barriers of race and tongue in Europe can -
yet perhaps provide a potentagainst the poison oftribalism
‘which threatens to neutralize all our efforts at nation
building. S

ilosophy

The State is not the “presence of God'

Since the State is the supreme guardian of the common
good, its power must be uniform, comprehensive,
sovereign and coercive. ‘

The righteous in governance shall protect the dignity and
worth of every individual person since all are equal before
God, created in his own image and likeness. ‘

If anything did not exist, we would not be able to know it,
and if we were able to know it, we would not be able to
communicate it

The permanent, totalitarian temptation howeveristo claim

_everything for Caesar. But Caesar's things are not
everything. The state thereforeisnot omnipotent.

Nihilism is neither an option noraway.

Not to succeed is to fail entire generations and to live a
planless and meaningless existence. ‘

We are challenged to open up and accept, and face the
reality, beforeus.

17
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9  Transcend the difficulties by daring the risks and the
options available.

10 Man is the author, the centre and the end of all social and
economiclife.

11  Our young people are the "Church of today, as well as the hope of
tomorrow”.

12 Force is, to the pure African vital. It is a universal,
omnipotent energy to which all thought and action are

. related.

13 " Toexististo live v1gorously for active force is existence and

- existenceis force.

14 Ifexistence and vital force are correspondents then none of
themmay be overcome.

Myths

We need to put aside some myths that still obscure our

thinking; the myth that society is an artificial construct and

the myth that man is the Lord of the universe, instead of a

~ steward.

18
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Wealth
1.

Sacrifice

1. Shorttermsacrificeslead tolong term gain.

2. Sacrifices are only made voluntarily for goals and ideals we
believe in, and when we have confidence in those who may
lead us there.

3. There must be willingness to sacrifice on the part of
citizens. The common good precedes the private good.

The One who has reputation is the one who adds value
through wealth to the village community.

2.  People are having more than they are becoming persons
withintegrity.

3. Thepoorare increasing in their millions whilst the rich are
becoming more exclusive.

4, T{‘ul}{ developed society is one in which wealth is equitably
distributed and each person has a fundamental right to the
resources and conditions essential to human development.

5. Materialism tendstoreplace spiritual wealth.

6. A culture rich in values is regarded higher than a society
richin material wealth.

7.  The Church rejects the view that human happiness consists

only in material well-being, and that achieving this alone is
the goal of any government, .

8. If a government paystoo much attention to material welfare

20
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at the expense of other values, it may advocate policies .
which reduce people to a passive state of dependency on
welfare. ' ' '

9. Social security services can play'an important‘ part in |
bringing about the redistribution of wealth.

10. Private property is valid and natural but does not mean

appropriation atthe disadvantage of the common good.

Equality

1. Mankind is able to master the external universe, but can-
mankind also show goodwill and acceptance of the
universal and basic principle that all human beings are
mentally equal with dignity, freedom and integrity?

2. Joband employmentopportunities should be created forall
and mediocrity should be avoided. ’

3.  Equality before the law wasalso known to antiquity.

Ignorance and Dishonesty |
1. Ignorance and dishonesty stand eloquent am‘o_ng' the
various reasons hindering the process of human rights and -
- conflictmanagement. ’

Peace |

1. Universal values of solidarity are expressed in the
promotion of justice; the value of peace which is the
primary objective of every society. -

2.  Itisnotpossible to invoke peace anddespiselife.

3. Interhuman and intercultural. Besides football where

21
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football fans and their nations side their favourite teams, in

. a general patriotism that is acceptable (which is a lighter
matter), the dialectic between “US” and THEM” seems on
theincrease.

4. Peace is the great gift which Christ's disciples must
proclaim to everyone, according to the mandate received
from the Father. '

5 Seeking peace requires various honourablerelations.
6. = Peaceisdestined in every way for everyone.

7.  Lastingmass poverty increases the threat to world peace.

‘8. Awholisticlifestyle that encourages inner peace, emotional

autopomy, creative activity and loving supportive
relationshipsalso fosters human well being, -

9. All documents available in ancient cultures, in literature

. and art, in civilizations and values point to the nobility of
peaceasabasis for progress.

10. Ou}' attempt is to see beyond the complexity of human
e)_ﬂgencies and the complex nature of conflict as a multi-
dimensional social phenomenon which is an integral
feature of human existence and to assert that though

~ _essential to 'the‘ongoing processes of history and social
change, conflict can be overcome since humanity desire and

yearns for transformation and peace.

11, -Since we donotaccept happeningsin the world as ifis, most
- ofuswishthatthe world could be changed for the better.

12. Peaceisnotmerely the absence of war, nor can it be reduced

22
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19,
20.

21,

solely to the maintenance of a balarié‘e‘ of power between .
enemies; nor is brought about by dictatorship. Instead; itis - -

rightly and appropriately called an enterprise ofjustice.

Peace results from that order structured into human
society by its divine founder, and actualized by men as they.
thirst after greater justice. S .

Since the concrete demands of these common goods are
constantly changing as time goes on, peace is neverattained .
once and for all, but must be built up ceaselessly.

Since the human will is unsteady and wounded by sin, the
achievement of peace requires a constant mastering of
passions and the vigilance of lawful authority. B

‘Peace on earth cannot be pbtained unless personal well- | - l

being is safeguarded and man freely and trustingly share
with one another the riches of their inner spirits and their

‘talents.

A firm determination to respect other people and their N

dignity, as well as the studied practice of brotherhood is

absolutely necessary for the establishment of peace. -

Respect for and development of human life requires peace, |

~Called to peace is an expression of the entire biblical
invitation to “Peace with God, peace withall creation.”

Peace is the basis for any meaningful and sustainable.
development. e |

With nuclear warfare accumulation, actual war and threats.

of war, humanity faces a predicamentatits ability to sustain

23
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22:

peace for the human species.

People who dare to preach to others about God, religion,

© . truth, equity, justice and peace must first of all purify

23.

25,
26.

27.

themselves and try to be both just and fair in search of peace
intheir own lives. ' S

“Clash of cultures” does no one good and deepens the world
view of intolerance. '

The clash of cultures promotes the fight for dominance and
does not give room for intercultural dialogue which is the
basis for peace and progress in the world of today.

Building bridges with entire humanity through dialogue is
the sure way to peace in the world.

There is no alternative to dialogue if humanity would
survive oninterdependence, notjustindependence.

DIALOGUE, is the principle of God communicating with
humankind in understandable language and manner,

- “downtoearth”,

28,

29.

30.

Thfa prejudices and until now received and perceived
attltudes"of' one people or group against another must give
way for a “dialogue of cultures and civilizations” to emerge.

Dialogue is all about finding common ground in the search
for truth without necessarily compromising one's own
position. :

The clash of cultures promotes the fight for dominance and
doe§ not give room for inter cultural dialogue which is the
basis for peace and progress in the world oftoday.

24
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33.

Building bridges with entire humanity through dialogue is. -

the sure path to peace.

One of the most ﬂagraht marnifestations of injustice is the
growing gap between therichand the poor.

Injustice, excessive economic or social inequalities, envy,
distrust, and pride raging among men and nations
constantly threaten peace and cause wars.

Corruption

1

Philosophically and theolbgically x-rayed; the topic of :
corruption assumes a metaphysical dimension, for here,

‘corruption is identified as indicative of “the human

condition of decadence” which shows weakness of the flesh
and mind against the spirit, the contradiction of rational
choices vis-a-vis easier alternatives as in the biblical “fallen .
Adam” (Genesis Chapter 2) which gives a picture of the
human being as made of earth, therefore breakable, fragile,
decadentand of weaknessinnature. '

The belief that corruption can be eradicated quickly, easily

and permanently inevitably leads to false expectations that
results in disappointments and distrust. :

Curbing corruption requires political will, public
confidence, adequate time, resources, dedication and
integrity. ' |

.Efforts cannot stop once corruption has been identified and

controlled. Localities will have to continue to build integrity -
and to maintain vigilance. Thus, fighting corruption will
become a continuous feature of civil societies, national

institutions, communities and private agencies.
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5.

There is increased interest and need for co-ordinate
national and international anti-corruption legislation, as

" well as policies and measures that are multidisciplinary
‘and action-oriented to reduce corruption to a.barest

minimum, and thereby at least to curb the 'culture of
impunity’ imposed on humanity by the practitioners and
beneﬁcnarles of corruptlon

The faces of corruption are real, its consequences many, the

damage to the moral psyche of the young unquantifiable

- andthisinjustice cries to heaven for vengeance.

Outside of the law, human beings are generally susceptible
and prone to weaknesses, such that irrational behavioral
patterns occur and are contemplated upon, which
undermine due process, negates virtue, promotes egoistic
and selfish behaviour- all leading to decadence. and

- ultimately to whatsociety describes as corruption.

10

11 .

Left unchecked, corruption will openly increase and make

* thepoorestaridleast educated poorer.

Where personal risk and punishment are niinimal, the risk

of corruption naturally increases.

Ralsmg awareness without adequate and visible
.enforcement will lead to cynicism among the citizenry and
possibly increase the 1nc1dence of corruption.

Fighting corrupt;o_n in all its ‘manifestations becomes an
agenc.la for the survival of a nation and also of the common
goodinbothitslocal and international linkages.

12 The greatest threats however to an effective fight against

%6

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
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corruption and therefore poverty eradication include: low"

political will; misplaced priorities by various .levels of
government; poor management of resources;
transparency and accountability, weak industrial base; lack
of trade justice; limited and conditional aids packages by

industrialized nations; strict compliance by government to’
conditionality imposed by mternatmnal finance

1nst1tut10ns, tomention but. a few ,

‘When ill-gotten gains are dlfflcult to hide, the level of"

deterrenceisraised and the risk of corruiption isreduced.

The moral norms of traditional and indigenous people used_ .

a set of taboos and religious sanctions to discipline groups

or persons who flouted the common good and engaged in .

corrupt practicesin their commumtles

Everyone blames everyone, “passing the buck” and it is still

- surprising to me that no one takes the responsibility of

failurein our country. .

Bribery and corruption are short term without long term
gain. Supportfor dlctators endina blmd alley.

The time shall come and itis already here, when persons*
‘who die and live behind massive wealth and property not
willed to the Common Good of Soc1ety, live in shame after -

death.

If corruptlon was abhorred in tradltlonal soc1ety and
considered a vice, punished as’ it ' were with stringent -
measures, there is need to revisit cultural values and family

systems thatseemto guarantee a Vll‘tl.lOUS socxety

The first way out of the cultui‘e of corruption is to reinforce

27
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~ and reinvigorate traditional and cultural values that
-+ encouraged good behaviour in private and publiclife.

20 Even amongst those who condemn corruption in its

- manifold forms, hypocrisy holds sway and the same people
and institutions practice it in the secrecy of their closets,
share in its ill - gotten rewards where there is an
opportunity, unwittingly practice it out of ignorance, cover
corruption with philanthropy, feel morally justified to
practice it, redefine corruption to exclude their nefarious
conducts, benefit from corruption and underline one

common characteristic which classify practitioners of
corruption everywhere.

Education o
1. The value of education enables regard . for one's own

' identity with an understanding of others and respect for

diversity.. :

2. Preaching the Good News needs education of the media and
- itspersonnel. _ '

the univgrsity is founded on audacity, character and
scholarship, these three, notany without the other.

[ | 4, If people would gd to school and gai ‘

| gain general knowledge

| but-not have character and virtue, society would be poor%r
- foritand humanity would beless advanced.

' ValuesandEthics
1. Valuesguidelife.

‘ 2,'- Ethics then is both a practical and a normative science that

. ' 28
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| 3 Renewing Mission and Identity of Intellectual Tradition of

discovers, explains and demonstrates the principles and
rules of right conduct. '

How does one know what is happening around one when
oneis fastasleep?

Human action is motivated based on values which involved

' a basic belief, a philosophy, an underlying principle or an

10.

idea.

The foundations upon which nations and industries are
building worldwide may not work without a strong value
and moral orientation that considers the common good and
the preservation of the earth. S

‘The integral nature of African Cultural and Religious Values
“as Ethical Values begins with an understanding of Life

which is considered SACRED and had to be preserved,
protected, promoted and generated. _

The human person, alone among all other creatures on this
earth, is morally responsible for his or her acts which must
be oriented towards the good of self, of others, and of the

‘veryearthand ofall thatisinandonit. -

Ethics is not interested in what a person does, except to

compare itwith whatthatperson oughtto do.

The entire world of humans is infested by the virus of living
in the denial of ethical abuses, yet suffering its
consequences, alas, and sadly leading ‘to the deaths of
millions of children, women and men. '

The business corporation is in its essence a moral
institution. It imposes some moral obligations that are
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11,
12,

13.

14,

15,

16.

17.

-communication and misunders

inherentin its own ends, structure and modes of operation.

Qne must r?ise the first concern of ethical reflection, which
is:howone's actions affect one's soul!

Values are not merely utopian, they define us.

The traditional answers in the present times seem
redundant. Thorny questions occur with ever increasing
g'equency. Somehow in many societies, the vocabulary of

ight a.nd Wrong, of Duty and Neglect of Duty; of Sin and
Shame; of Good and Bad has become difficult to use.

| Life isthe highest Moral and thical Value.

It does seem that industrialization will continue unabated

worldwide. Itis desirable. B
i .Butcan wehavei U YN
based on some values? ve mdustngllzatlon

Z:lue disorien_Fation and a missing emphasis bn the
( mrlno? ggod 1s a critical factor which humanity cannot
overlook without consequences for the sou] of humanity.

Pope ]

ohn Paul II w. intaini
g as on the spot maintaining that:

Univ E'Sa] vall.les.of solidarity are expressed in the
promotion of justice; the value of peace which is the

- primary objective of every society; the value of life itself as

the most sacred and inviolab i

possible to invoke peace anlcel3 iia:el:st::ilgerfi?h.t %
education which enables regard foron .
an understanding of others and resp
values of forgiveness and reconcilj
building bridges over the barrje

for it is not
the value of
e's own identity with
ect for diversity; the
ation necessary for
rs caused by non-

tandings, thereby,

nurturing the path whichleads to peace”
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.
24,

25.

26.

27.

The preferential option for the poor, which the church has

vigorously advocated and pursued, is a sound principle of
‘justice which should be the propellant of the West's .

solidarity with Africa.

‘In every case, what is good is a quality which presupposes .

the existence of being.

Evil is a defectin being, thus,a None-Being.

Simply put, the Common Good refers to all those values and

concerns which belong to the entire community and not

just to a specific group or individual and contains values
which benefit the generality of all, notjusta few.

Evil is anegation of Good and is the bp'pOSite of Good. |

In virtue of our shared humanity, we must surely respect
and honour one another. :

Each individual has a value that can never be lost and must’

‘never be ignored.

There would be enough for each person on earth if the

_ethical principles of justice, fairness, solidarity, respect,and

co-existence, live and let live were practiced.

It does seem that what we are building worldwide may not . - "}
~workwithoutastrong value orientation. c

Value disorientation and a missing emphasis on the.

common good is a critical factor which humanity cannot
‘overlook without consequences for the soul of humanity.

_ And this is the crux of the matter.
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28.
29,
30.
31.
32.
33,

34.

35.

- 36.

teachers, workers, businessmen g

The rnodns V\./ould thus be unity in diversity, identity in
pluralfty,.mdxviduality in communality, divergence and
plurality in monolithic ideologies and dialogue as the fair

platform forintercultural and interfaith relationships.

A society without stable values, institutions and traditions
would be no less inhuman than where progress is totally

- arrested and change impossible.

We must change our mentality and attitudes and reorder

;)ur \;a]ue systems so that we can be witnesses in word and
nact. '

Today, the vbcabulary of.r.ight and wrong, of duty, and the

“neglect of duty, of sin or of shame has become difficult to

use. Our age is confronted by decisions, which previous

. generationsdid nothave to face,

What must remain central to humanity after the- fect of

relativity is acknowledged! Nothing! Something! What!

;I‘hzne is value disorientation and large-spread illiteracy
eading to mental retardation for some and injustice for

‘many, whichever way one tries tolookat.

The fulfillment of the basic needs of the peopie is of the

 highest priority, namely, water, medicine, light, roads, food

schools, transport, jobs.

The serious crises facing mankind on national and
1ntﬁrnatlonal fronts concerning the social order and the
right order of values have challenged priests, politicians

nd professional people.

We live in a globally interdependent world, yet there are
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37.

38.

39,
40,
41,
42,

43.

44,

cultural values that are particular and sustain our own,
ambient that we could not lose them and retain our

‘corporate identity.

Moral means human in the sense of ought, the sense of

‘being normative (should), so we can say that moral means -

'normatively human' or what the human being ought to be.

The person who does whatever he or she wants, with no -

. regard for what he or she ought, is outlawed from society

and hunted down like awild beast.

Normative is concerned guiding action towards the right
thing todo. ' :

Itis a duty toimpose an obligation to promote good.
Utilitarianism suggests thatonly pleasureis goodinitself. -

Localities will have to continue to build integrity and to.
maintain vigilance. ‘ '

There shall be no fundamental human rights, no human )
dignity, no universal declarations on human rights and

‘duties if the central position of the’human person, as a .

unique beingin entire creationis denied.

The practice of virtue which is the basis for the cultivated
mind and the principled character, value based lifestyles

with determination that success belongs to those who -

malke efforts.
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Tr
1.

2.

uth

Where there istruth, there is love and there is peace.

~Truth exists and all are able to know and reach this truth,

despite the attempts at relativism.

" Whatis freedomif people cannotsay the truth?

Truth and its search are unquenchable in the human soul

and psyche, no matter what preten -
' ce any pe
make ofit. y person may try to

e Ifwe remain faithful to the truth, innerl.ibe”x:ty is Obt:ElinEd-

With Michael Novak, I concur that: “Nothing is dearer to the

~ tormented m?nd, nc?thing more vital to the survival of self-
B respect, nothing so important to one's sense of remaining a

10.

 subjective’, not something we make up
’

wor?y human’be.ing, of being no one's cog; part of no one's
machine, and register to death against the kingdom of Iies -
nothingisso dear as to hold to the truth.”

Fidelity to truth isbetter than coWardice.

~ Even for those unsure whether there is a God or ﬁon it is

cleartoallthata Truthis different froma Lie

[n our world of oppression and power intokication
’

torturers can twist your mind, even r

vegetable, but as long as you retain the ab
Noas Truth alone commands,

educe you to a
ility to say Yes or
they cannotown you,

Human beings do not own the truth. Truth is not "ﬁefely

or choose, or cut to

today's fashions o '
y's fas rt9 tomorrow's pragmatism,
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

weare.

Truth is thelight of God within us.

In obeying truth, a man becomes aware of particip‘ating in -
something greater than he, which measures his

inadequacies and weaknesses.

One point that many ardent souls of our time - most
passionately disseminate, for example, is vulgar relativism,

what 1 call “Nihilism with a happy face”. For them, it is

certain that there is no truths, only opinion, my opinion,
your opinion. x -

The youths accept often that truth matters but have hard
time finding it easily or trusting the sincerity of adults who
tell them this “truth”. -

“The social order is founded on truth with the human person

central in this order.

Those who undermine the truth perform the work "of
tyrants and prepare the prisons ofthe future for the young.

The condition for achieving this starting point towards a
‘communication of faith is tolerance, mutual respectand the -

assumption thatnoonehasthe monopoly of the truth:

Conflicts could be avoided if rational positions held sway
and the principle of legitimate acceptance of differences

even in universalistic categories were determinant.

20.

We cannot work for the unity of all Christians, if we are

35
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us, truth possesses us. Truth is far larger and deeper than
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arrogar}tly frantic about our private affiliations or
confessionsand intolerant of other groups.

Business Ethics

1.

- Development is about Peo

. Itis indeed in the interest of all to have a balanced society

founded on business practices which are alongside other
factors, ethical and therefore sustainable.

Gettin'g the systems working is possible under a motto of
sustam?ble economic development led by socially
responsible businesses and individuals in both the public

- and private sectors.

Business Ethics does not seem to convey the idea of sirriple

' | honestbehaviors that teach virtue and character.

We cannot wish away nor do businesses without a rational

manner that offers a level playi
human dignity. . playing ground and respects for

_The language of Business Ethics is inclusion, not exclusion.

The coming together of the various groups takes place not

. only through economic mergers, political integration, trade

agreements and the like but also th
. rou
technological discoveries, gh the use of recent

Business Ethicsis aboutsustainability.

Business Ethics entails' social responsibility, Where

o - :
community is an extension of the Business and business an

extension ofthe community, -

Ethics. ple while business is about
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10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18,

‘The aim of a business arrangement should not be to
dominate but to allow both sides to profit. The principles of -
subsidiarity and solidarity are herein called for. g

The hope for going to private ventures is that the lure of gain o

for the new managers and stakeholders and shareholders

will increase efficiency and the care of customers, a good

start, but notrevolutionary enough.

Business is about ethics and the theories of consumerism
-and economism are erroneous. :

" Production means that labour, l_an_d,vvcapital, resources,

services and the human person are notidle.

In local environments, wherever they operate, Businesses -

and Companies are part of Communities. If they consider

themselves “offshore” or “Transnational”, they act

irresponsibly.

Can one forget that the basic cause of this sad situation is
human weakness and the wickedness of the heart of man,

his egoism and greed?

Is it possible in today's world to look at prope'rt'yv_less as

acquisition and more from the pointof need?

Parallel to the growth of multinationals is the ability of
s from one part’

investors to instantly move b‘illions_of dollar _
of the planet to another, with the sole objective -of
speculation and without government regulation ofany sort.

There is enough wealth for everybody but the distribution
stumbles on unquantifiable greed, ignorance and egotism..
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19. The scramble and greed to take what belongs to others in

20.

21.

Africahad begun. -

Ownership of property, whether individually owned or in
the hands of the community as titleholder must be strictly

differfantiated from rigid capitalism or extreme
collectivism.

Wfle're ir}dividual egoism is unbridled by the discipline that
religion imposes, the task of governing is certainly not the

. easier.

1.

- Conscience

Imbued with an immortal soul, given freely by a Supreme

- Being who is generous, kind, almighty and the universal

judge of all that s created, all human beings have rights and

dgtu?s 1mpos.ed' upon them by their conscience and would
obtain salvation in their circumstances?

No part of the world can master its problems by being "

indifferentto the fate of other regions.

You should ask “what would 1 want people in the richer

countries to do if I was poor”? So, I she
' ? 50, I should hel
because Iwould want to be helpedifiwas poor. elp the poor

Freedqm requires the exercise of conscience

In the thirst for profit, modern society does often uses and

abuses the goods of this world with Jj ‘
) with
and stillless for future generatiorlls. Httlethought for others

The slave trade was fou in I ‘
. : ght against and stopped
Zzlrinirtustii philosophers, free thinkers, grggi)s l?;
ghtened people acting with a Christian and ‘human
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conscience.

7.  The great temptation is to resort to allfs_prts of persécﬁtion". -~
and harassment, both subtle and crude in order to getridof .
anuncomfortable voice of conscience. ' S

8. Lieshaveshortlegsandviceisnot sustainable.

Silence/Integrity o |

1. Silence has value but the silence of inaction creates

" ambivalence. For nottoactis the evil. S

2. Thereare times when neutrality is betrayal.

3.  Ofall the virtues thatedify and build up a nation, integrity is. .

' the foremost, foritisanall roundvirtue. - »

4, How else do we explain the-lack of integrity at the slightéét g
opportunity where people sell their votes for food and .-
money, making nonsense of the democratic process.:

5. 'Lawlessnessis amanifestation of lack of integrity.

6. Integritystartswithaspiritof obediénce tolaws.

7. = Disregard of due process is a manifestation of laék of
integrity, justas the lack of commitment to valuesisanother
symptom oflack of integrity.

Self-Interest | B e

1.  Enlightenedselfinterestcan stimulate butlimit solidarity.

2- Unless thé developed countries think less about their own’

interests and more about those of mankind as a whole;
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_C\

unless they take the step from limited to global solidarity
vYould authentic and integral development in Africa, find
rich humus of human solidarity upon which to thrive.

Priva.lte monopoly is the acquiring of unlimited vast
hold}ngs by an individual or combination of individuals
making competition in various fields of enterprise difficult

~orimpossible.

, The dia!ectic and scope of conflict is sometimes wideneci in
~ ideological categories based on rationalized dichotomies

and contrary positions on either side, without giving way to
each other's point of view, so that an antinomy is placed
between the categories of “US and THEM"; “the individual
and the community”, “faith versus life”, “knowledge versus
experience’, “religion versus disbelief” “relativism versus

-ethics”, “the employer versus the employee”, “the particular

versusthe universals”.

We gll live in a “global village” and the danger of collective
selfishness mustbe clearly averted. A

If our response to globalization is not an intensification of
regional co-operation, then we are doomed.

In the functionalist view aﬂ_elements ofasociety performa

positive function, which is necessary and sufficient to

maintain the social equilibrium.

Human Dignity

L.

Our human dignity also consists in our being made free for
anc.i free from God; FREE, that is, to do Hig will by choosing
toliveand act within the framework of His law,

The ignorant and ‘ghe Poor are so disadvantaged that they
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usually tend to forget the dignity that belongs tjo'them as

humans.

This attitude to life, seeing life and death as a gift, thus
celebrating it enhances the dignity, of Human life and

encourages the community.

" Its foundation and primary object aré the dignity of the
~ human person with its inalienable rights, which form the

nucleus of the “truth about men".

One might state without fear of contradiction that
humanity's attempt at healing the wounds and tackling the
challenges posed upon mankind by horrendous poverty,

‘ignorance, diseases, senseless wars, -injustices and .

conflicts, the lack of good governance, dictatorships, unfair
trade, preventable violence and inhumanity experienced in

‘virtually all the continents during this time, but even more .
so, in contemporary times has always been to defend the

dignity of the human person.

In every society, respect for human dignity requires that, so
far as possible, basichuman needs are met. :

Everybody has a right to a share of the earth's goods

sufficient for himself/herself and his/her family.

Sustainability demands of an integral vision of the universe
which respects the integrity of creation. '

Humanity at its present historical epoch seems to have run
out of comprehensive answers to the questions facing
mankind at this time, questions that bother on justice, fair

‘play and a correct understanding of the dignity of the -

human personinabalanced and peaceful universe. -
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10. The dignity of the human person is the criterion against

- which allaspects of economiclife mustbe measured.

Human Work
1.

Work is the activity of man, a value of metaphysical
significance and working is the existential expression of
man's creative ingenuity. . '

" Co-operate work only makes sense and is justifiable when it

is viewed from a global standpoint and when its activities

_ aredefined on reciprocalbasis. '

" Hard work, not cultism is the road to success anywhere in

the world.

The right to work stands as the most fundamental of all

rights inthe world oflabour. . - :

To be outof job means to be out of means of livelihood,

" It is through work that man car renew the face of the earth,

because through work, man creates, builds and organizes
the society and the world.

Work is a participation in the mystery of creation and
redemption, its characteristics being that work is
necessary, painful, corporate, redemptive and creative, and

" all give life meaning. o

. Work in its subjective dimension is therefore the key to fhe
~social question, that is, the great social and economic

transformations, for behind every work is the ‘humian
person.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18,

Work is a human participation in God's creative activity, the

means of man's fulfillment as an image of God.

Not to work, that s, being unemployed is a denial of a basic
right.

An absence of work or gainful employment for a qualified
person is likeable to a threat to existence, and therefore a

- negation.

Work was a part of life and nobody was called a worker
because everybody worked. :

There was nothing like “mean job” for the slaves and “white
collarjobs” for the big people. All work had dignity, because

‘behind the work was a subject; a human being and nature
playing a dominant role on the plantation, the style, the -

* timingandthe harvesting.
| Workis considered alienating, especially paidjobs.

There is no personal engagement or interest in the work .
~done for thenation. '

Private sector and self employment must be encouraged to -

absorb all capable and qualified persons in the world of
work. People must notalways wait for government.

People should not always read to possess a degree or a
certificate just for the sake. They must realize other
potentialities in them such as the vauisition of career and

skills for creativity.

As long as people look at the work they do as belonging to

another and not primarily to them, they may always run the |
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19.

20.

21,

22.
23.

24,

26.

27..

28.

risk of working as “mercenaries” and “ghost workers” or at

" the simplest, alienated beings who do not -identify

themselves with the fruits of their works.

Every wor_kei* is a co-owner and there was nothinglike, I am
working for another. ' P

A fundamental dimension of man's life is human work.

" Human work is “the key to the whole social question”, that

is, to all the problems, which have arisen for each one of us,

~ foroursociety and for the world atlarge.

Human work is the guidiﬁg thread through which all
political, social, economic, religious and cultural aspects of
man'slifein society are co-ordinated. '

Man beyond the instinct of self-preservation seeks self-

‘realization which works offers.

Only man is capable of wovrkv, and only man works, at the

- sametime by work occupying his existence on earth.

Allelseinthe world of workis onlyan instrument of work.

Man is the subject, not the object of work. On this lies his
dignity and personality. ‘ -

Work cannotbe sold or bo.u‘ght;

‘People who are lazy should not be encouraged at the
expense of others. ' .

Only when there is producfcion in quantity and then in
quality could we be sure that human beings are at work and
that both supplies and prices are within people's
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20,
30.

31.

32,

33.

34.

35.

36.

37,

38.

‘Through work a man,

| purchasing range.

Man must earn his daily bread and contribute"t'o‘ the ©
. continual advance of science and technology.

Man's life, personality and develo_prhent are shaped an’c'l"
dignified by work. :

" The problem of work has a very profound link with that of o
the meaning of human life. Because of this link, work -
becomes and indeed is a problem of man's spiritual nature.

Man's dignity is an elevated one because of the saving work

of Christ and so also is man's work. For not only does wo;k. )
bear the imprint of man, but also it reveals to man the true
'meaning ofhis existence. : :

Work is endowed with this basic dimension of human

-existence, through which man's lifeis builtup every day. )

It stands clear that the right to work stands as the most -
fundamental of all rights in the labour world, foritis onlyto

the working individual thatall othef rights descend upo'n.

Leisure is appreciated and peoplevshould not overwork

when itis not called for. ,

' There were two sole inducements to work, namely: to -

provide basic foodstuff for the family

and the kindred and to
provide shelter for the family. - :

Work was understood in Igbo land as a corporate activity

performed by all members of the community and family.
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39.

able to engage themselves in a united and concerted action

to complement one another and fulfill their basic needs.

When attitude to work remains only utilitarian, only to get
daily bread, but not to become more, not to help in nation

:‘ - building, not to build up a corporate body, that is, a
" . community of workers, not to get spiritual fulfillment;

when work is considered simple as a task to be done and get
quick money, then we are missing the mark. ‘

‘Work should not simply mean “Meal ticket”, but must be

40.

- moreforacountry with the potentialities to elevate Africa.

41, Indeed work is one of the signs by which man is
distinguished from other living creatures. Although active
insustaining themselves, animals cannot be said to work.

42, Work bears man's signature, the distinctive mark of his

. humanity and nature, the mark ofa person who is created in
God's image to act withina community of persons. -

43, ‘Work will thus be understood as a human obligation in the
complex meaning of the word, for the Creator has
commanded it and man cannot live and grow in his
humanity withoutit. ' S

44. Humanworkis the key to contemporary social questions.

Labour | S |

~ 1 Trade unions are very neceséary and the right to strike for
basic rights should not be closed out as a legitimate means
of sharing economic wealth

2

The product of labour mustkbe Vworthy, the labour itself
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dignified, because the worker himself, is carrying.out thg _
Creator's purpose. ‘ : ,

3 Labourtakes precedence over cépital and technology inthe.
production process. ' : :

4  The worker deserves a just wage and must have his/her. |

rightsrespected.

Common Good o R

1. Whatis the common good? Itis not necessarily the good 0 |

| the majority, or the minority, or of individuals - but the goqd‘ :
ofthe whole, of society itself. : :

2.  Theprimary duty of governfnentis the common good.

3. Al governmental acts, all legal approV§ls and restl*i.ctif)ns .
mustbe related to the common good. o

4.  The common good speaks of the enVironment necessary fotj L
the fulfillment of citizens living in common, orin society.

5. It should be noted that the ‘common'-good far transcends".
mere economic conditions.

6. . There are schemes that might, in fact,»alléviate S‘-lfg:tri:fé. ‘
rescue some from abject-poverty' j—'bl‘lt‘whlch mig | |
serve the common good. N | |

7.  Comfort and pleasure are not detefminativeiDOn thoe (r)lgl::l

| hand, a true pursuit of the common good may berecog ¢
by certain results. .

8. Where the common good reign, poverty and suffering le11 :

be alleviated as much as possible. .-
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9.

10.

It is the common good that should dictate the duties and
obligations of government. It is obvious that government
must protect the rights of its citizens, if it s to fulfill its
obligation to the common good. '

No society where rights are violated with impunity - either
by the government itself or by citizens with the approval of

. the government can be said to be properly operating within
~the common good. o

11.

Although State and Church are distinct in their origin, end,
and constitution, and in their proper spheres are mutually
independent and self-governing, they are nevertheless
related to each other in many ways and obligated to

- -collaborate for the good of mankind,

12.

The promotion of the .common good is a high ethical

* criterionin good governance. S

13.

Hu
1.

The common good of humanity finds its ultimate meaning
inthe eternal law. :

man Rights

- The exercise of rights is necessarily for the fulfillment of

humanbeings, the achievement of their purpose.

It is fashionable to 'speak of human rights and property

- rights, and to give a priority to the former: The truth is that

property isa humanright, and.amostbasic one,

The right of priVacy' is safer for the owner of property; even
the right to a certain eccentricity, or individuality of
personality, is served by property. :

Discrimination, makivng‘ property ownership diffiéult or
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‘environment unless the recipients a

impossible for many would likewisé beimmoral.

5. As the original bearer of governmental authority, the“
people are entitled to the right of resistance with respectto
the state. I '

6. Bejustified in “an extreme case’, when it is “a last resn?rt to |

~ putan end to an obvious and prolonged tyranny which is
gravely damaging the fundamental rights of individuals and
the common good”,

7. Human right is that moment where people are huma’r'l and
‘authentically mysterious in“the image of their creator’.

8. The right to work stands as the most fundamental ‘of-'all-

‘ -rights in the world oflabour. o

9. The right to private disposal is plainly sul?ordinatg to the
right of common use of goods that are intended for all -

. mankind.

10. Individual rights are always experigné_ed within the context
of promotion of the common good. :

Choices o | f

1. Evil choices create ecologies of evil In whu;h the hoflzon_slo
new generations become éever more distorted and t dl_e
image of whatitis to be a human being becomes corrupted.

2. Thereisno pointin responsibility ifthere is no choice.

3. To help the poor and the potentially excluded part of the ;

population, it is not enough to pour money over them, by

i ools, hospi d surrounding
i ents in schools, hospitals and sut ng
emironmentun lso have an opportunity
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'to exercise some choice and therefore take some
responsibility for their own future.

‘4. Achoice fostered within limits would enhance the sense of
responsibility and major decisions in our lives.

Stewardshlp
~ Stewardship remains a fundamental goal forall shall render
account both here and hereafter of their good and bad
‘deeds and there is payment or punishment for good or evil

done.
!
2. The environment is created for the use and stewardshlp of | |
rational human beings with responsibility for the future. | _ CHAPTER THREE
| | Wm&mammmﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%&&*%&%%w '
| #%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%&%%%ﬁ%%%%%%%ﬁ%%@ﬁaﬁ@&&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%
| .
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‘Time
When God created the world, he gave the Europeans the

[CLOCK (Watch) and gave Africans TIME".
Lateness s excused on the grounds of African Time.

The term ‘African time' has emerged and has become both
entrenched and readily accepted as a modus operandi in
African lingual expressions. One encounters it wherever
one may travel within the continent.

. All over the continent of Africa, there is an amazing identity

- of how people consider business, how they take Ethics and
its questions and how they understand the concept of Time,
notjustas an exactmomentbutsomethingaround an event.

. - Time and Space have been humbled and with the streéch of
a click from a remote village anywhere, events could be
triggered off which have consequences for the larger
saciety. ' '

‘The concept of 'space' and 'time' which in ancient -

philosophy was beyond thought and speculation, has

received practical solutions by virtue of recent

- developmentsin science and technology.

It mal'<es it easier for people to manufacture bombs in their
sleeping rooms or in private libraries by just opening the
relevant pages on the search engine of their personal

computers. If this is conceivable, then we are living in a
dream. S

52

| !

i | i

' A SHOT AT IMMORTALITY

" reality of daily life.

There is no shortage of pronouncements that a world for =
everybody is an ambitious project, atbestan illusion for itis
set between the realms of the ideal -and the excruciating

It is presumed to be a world for all, even though only a L

privileged few have the key to the door of this global village.

~ Others must wait outside, treated as aliens, without rights . . ;!

and basic human dignity.

'
!

Globalization can be likened to a fourth wave in the process

of outside influences on Africa, namely the Slave Trade,

Colonialism, Neo-colonialism.

In spite of Africa's humanistic values and rich cultural
heritage, history and spirituality, one wonder how the
peoples of Africa have continued to suffer untold hardship
caused often by outside influences through the slave trade,

‘colonialism and ongoing imperialistic exploitation, often

camouflaged today in the name of globalization.

Joining the civilized and modern world is our ambition in ‘
this global village. It is a task and a mandate for our
generation. ‘ :

Many people have rej ected the traditional sources of ethical

" {lumination. Yeta further source of complicationis thenew

global and pluralistic environment. Culture is a thing of the -

past, they believe.

Individualism is on the increase, Jeading to a “global crisis of

values”.
Globalization has continued but most of Africa are not on
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10.
1L

12.

13.
14,

15.

16.

thetrain.

In whatistermeda '_glob'al'village', one is somehow amazed

~ that 'global neighbourliness' has not been achieved. In fact,

'the tendency that is increasing in the world is towards
global distance’ both in thoughtand in action.

The whole world sometimes seems to be getting less and

less user-friendly. Even politicians cannot offer us much
comfort. - C

The world has moved on and only people of drive, vision,

discipline and determination can stand and cope with the

- growing competitiveness of the globalised universe.

! use th_e term globalization to refer to the phenomenon of
Increasing integration of nation states, through economic

exchanges, political configurations, technological advances
and cultural influences. ‘

The phenomenon of globalization even into ou‘r own times

is abused. What was meant for all has been hijacked by a
few.

The negative consequences of globalization are glaringly

epitomes of this scholastic drive for a bridge between faith
and reason. '

The achigvement:s of mankind in our times have led to a
gnlaater1 .mt_egrafclon of peoples, economic exchahges,
cultural influences and technological advances, leading to

the present understandin :
g that th
becomea'globalvillageg e whole world has

The winds of change (perestroika) triggered off in the late
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17.

18.

- 19.

20.

21,

22.

23.

socio-technological and economic pa
* western contribution to development.

‘to be human is confined to the limits

1980's, with the collapse of the Soviet Union and its effects

l ‘blowing through countries of Eastern Europe, was not an '

exerciseinisolation.

The globalization of films has eroded the originality of self .

determination for simple peoples in their cultural milieu,

" making the American dream and way of life a measure for

civilization worldwide.

Within the context of the on-going and ever growing

“meeting of peoples of the world on several levels (political,

cultural, social, economic, religious, academia, art) in what
is termed a 'global village', one is somehow amaged that
'global neighbourliness' hasnotbeen achieved.

The tendency that is increasing in the world is towards
'global distance' both in thoughtand in action. -

With tecﬁnological and télecommunication possibilities .

increasing in an ever expanding economic globalization
process, conflicts seem on the rise also, thus making

"differences noticeable and more explicit.

The global outlook has shown a tendency to ideolqgical |
radigms which is a

It is as if we have all been reared in some global

concentration camp, where ourimage of whatitcould mean
of a corrupted

experience.
e capabilitiesand aspiration

itishopeinmanand beliefinth :
of éntire humanity on the threshold ofanew resolution.
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24,

25.

26

1.

Only where the wealthy countries derive benefit, only
where they themselves will be affected by the long term
global consequences of their failure to provide assistance,
will they be prepared to assist the poor countries majority
of whichare in Africa, Asiaand Eastern Europe.

A word about globalization may be apposite if we are not to
embrace another metaphysic of a new imperialism, granted

_thatitisaphenomenon, which we cannotescape.

In a digitalized and globalized world, science can easily be

A considex:ed anew religion, to which we turn with questions
__concerning truth and meaning, even though we know that

the‘ responses provided are only partial and not totally
satisfying, '

Terrorism
Terrorism has set in to destroy humanity’s many

achievements; anytime, anywhere and anyhow.

. Right now, the world in which we live in is experiencing a

number of cor.lﬂ'icts some of which seem to have assumed a
new and agonizing dimension.

We do not teach that killing is wrong by killing those who

. kill others.

. Welive in an interdependent world where' crisis and ether

happenings inoneregion affect the others.

- No country is safe and ev
erywhere ;
~ war front. y could be turned into a

56

Nigeria
1.

A SHOT AT IMMORTALITY

Nigeria is filled by a large p'ercentage of traditional African - .
and indigenous religions, There is both avariety of cultures, . -

music, art, wisdom, religiosity and climatic integration.-

Nigerians like many African peoples believe that “a:ctio'nsi O

speaklouder thanwords”.

Nigeria is richly endowed with physieal,’~hufnan and natural’ .

minerals and resources thatlargely remain untapped.

The high incidence of pOVerty in Nigeria is the 'fa.ilure.bf‘ ‘

man's ability to take his destiny into his own hands.

Despite the many limitations we find in the inability of the" .
Nigerian people and elite to find a lasting solution to its
social and political problems thus far, Christian Social +
Principles contains useful guidelines and values that would
surely help in the search for solutions to the Nigerian

problem.

The “paradox of plenty” generally referred to as “poverty in .

the midst of plenitude” remains the bane of Nigeria and

' many developing nations. The country isrichbutthe people .

are poor.

Dependence on petroleum however for development is

“dangerous. This is the reality in many countries ineluding
Nigeria which has performed worse in terms ofbasic social-

indicators.

The challenge is making oil and gas wealth to serve the

common good. If this is not achieved, the consequences

would be destabilization, decline and perhaps war whichin-
‘turn will degenerate to more h
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10,

11.

12.

13,

14
. despite all the huge hum
: thatsheis blessed with.

- 15.

16.

- neighbours threatenin

disasters’characteristic of failed states. God forbid!

The poor economic base and political instability  of the

country has pushed out many of the country's skilled and

professional members leading to a “brain drain” of the
population.' R '

Nigeria: is one of the few. countries in the world where
people’s health status has barely improved in recent

" decades.

What we have may be near to civilian government, but a
democratic culture is yetto emerge.

The Nigerian context thus, is a situation where tolerance

and acceptance of the other is basic, not because of what -

one believes on the level : e of wha
lived outin real life. ' Of‘faxth, but on how this faith is

N;%gialhas been bedeviled with weak economic and
potitical governance failures the major cause of which is

CORRUPTION that has resulted i
. t .
levels of povertyin the world, ed into some of the highest

The paradox is that Nigeria is ‘suffering amidst p‘le‘nty

an, natural and financial resources

Even though the country is not at war and has no

g it, e.xpenditure's on Education,
and Agriculture continue to rate low
overseveral years,

health, Social services
on the budget, and this

Poverty in Nigeria is not God determineq, |t is man-made

an > |
a d much of 1-t is due to the consequences of 'centralized
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rights continue una
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and democratized corruption’.

‘The current Nigerian experience with the IMF and the

World Bank is a perfect example of foreign aid and foreign .~ -
expertadvice thatareblind. ' =

Agricultureisin coma. Imports are increasing while exports
are virtually non-existent save for petroleum.

What holds Nigerians together is surprisingly 4 belief in
their deep religiosity founded on traditional African and
cultural values of co-existence, ability to reconcile and

interest factors.

.What could also split Nigeria is'the inability to manage the

great positive potentials which these values of religion gpd‘
religiosity bring with it. K -

This is what Nigeria needs at this time, to have people and -
organizations with rational religious faith and belief in
Nigeria, its people, its resources and therefore its future.

If Nigerians lived according to their original and indigenous
beliefs and practices, communicating faith would be muph -
more a matter oflife than of doctrine.

love of one's fatherland has fallen into disrepute
because of our past history. -

t, the respect for the dignity of -
the human person, the violation of human rights, civil

rights, political and social rights, cultural and eco.nom.‘ic |
bated not only in our country Nigeria,

n the globe and even in the entire .

Despite all appeals in the pas

but indeed elsewhere o
sub regionof WestAfrica. |
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- 25:
26.
27

28,

29,

30,

Looking around us within Nigeria, within Africa and on

. global levels; we discover the ugly realities written on many

faces, thev‘majority of whom are young, namely: poverty,
hunger;, dlsea§e,' ignorance, exploitation, unemployment,
lack of meaning and happiness and the consequence of

-early death forreasons thatare easily prevented,

But for 'tl:ié' education and enlightenment hy Christian
missionaries, the founding fathers of anti-colonial Nigeria's
history such as Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo,

vK.K.MbadiW('e,MbQ.nu Ojike and others would not have -
succeeded in their enterprise of decolonization and

nationalism, fhe fruits of which all of us are the heritage.

We afe not a nation of complainants more than any other
people anywhere else -in the world could also be described

?ﬁsgemg complainants; we are not a nation of thieves or -
onest people who are the worse in this business known

toaltchildren of Adam.

. We have a great country, richly endowed with human and

:)nfat:gm: re}slources, acountry with one of the great beauties
geography, aesthetics, cultures, traditions, varieties and

, g;glatl ﬁlural ingredients which any modern great nation
_ Y has as its credentials. Unfortunately, N igeria;s assets

and blessings are turni . : ‘
people. e - fing as It were to a curse agdinst its

The vi onesty ar cem not &
e virtues of honesty and transparency seem not to be

"Yz\;r&itsgdin bold letters in the dictionary of those who have -
power and the administration of this God blessed

nation, called Nigeria,

The world and history

are movi . .
or getout, | .movmg forward. We either join
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35.
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37.
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Not only that the expected budget does not show driVé,

_insight, economic profundity and.consistency, the
~ confusions of the operators, the interpretations giventoit.
and the implementation of the budget proposals remain

one of the greatest mirage and illusions which our nation
face for the pastyears of herpast colonial independence.

Nigeria has become and rep’résents in the language of

?

various disciplines, “the best, the worst and the ugly”. Itisa

country rich in human and material resources and contains .- -

the greatest blessings which heaven could ever grant to one

nation or territory.

A really great nation with a truly, greé\t people who ihhabit R
Nigeria; blessed by the creator with abundant human and
natural wealth have been condemned to be like kings sitting '

on golden stools butyet shamefully hungry.

How could any nation survive for a daylonger when dreams

disappear and citizens feel unconcerned, preferring instead
to abandon their own countries for another person's

country?

Nigerian traditional values which are indeed African valhe_s ‘

show the importance of integrating cultural values into real

life through pedagogy of practice which is lived faith than
~ justatheoretical didacticmethod. ‘ o

If the reading of the budget sp'eech by Mr. President is '

delayed a little in the month of January or prolonged, the

entire life of the nation may even come toa halt. Scarcity and -

high prices sentin tofill the gap of speculation.

‘The Federal Government is expected to know everything, -

6l
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- do everythin'g, a‘nd solve every problem, having usurped
mu.cl? of the resources and income possibilities of the land.
Thisis the first problem. - -

| Faithérland L
1

?riticizing of one's fatherland took the p]acé oflove of one's
_;therland. At. the most, one still spoke of preservation of
the countryside and protection of monuments, if the

fatherland was not simply rejected asa “
ected :
~classes” - plyrejectedasa”system of the ruling

~ 2. To abandon one's fatherland for purely egotistical reasons

: Lr; félhght l.)efc.Jre thg required sacrifice contradicts the spirit
hristianity, FhlS values faithfulness and willingness to
sacrifice more highly than material goods”.

3. Lovg f9r one's fatherland is grounded in re.verent
dedication to those to whom we owe our origin: God, our

| parglnts, and-the land of our fathers, the land where our
i:]:a e stood and to which we were bound by destiny
rough a common homeland, a common descent, a

common history, a ‘
» @ common cultu a
language. : re, and a common

4. Homelessness is a loss of identity. If “fatherland”

disappears from linguisti :
. isticus ; . .
lifearealsolost. & - usage, Ot_he" Important thmgs in

5.  The Christian does
' fa}therland. '

C R N . ) ' .
ark:l;lxztl;?olove of png'_s fatherland is not a mere feeling, nor
us patriotism, nor a sentimental nationalism, and

even less chauvini is .
andall peoples, ism. It is embedded in the love for all men
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‘ot have a broken relation to his or her -

Apartheid S
1,

Every form of apartheid violates the right and dignity of"

man. The Christian will therefore not limit himself or

herself to protesting againsta particular kind of apartheid, ]

e.g.racial apartheid, asif religious apartheid wereless evil.

2. Doesherebel against God's decision that resists apartheid? -
‘Protests against genocide or takes up arms as a guerilla
against a regime of organized injustice or, legalized -

brigandage?

Hiétory
1,

History cannot be divided into watertight compaf_tménts. '
The realities of one epoch have their influence on the next. =

. Oneeventprecedesanother.

2. Democratic principles of participation and avoidance of

autocracy and dictatorship are sure paths to greatness.
History does not forget easily and may make or mar one

" perpetually.

3. The promises that things,might_be betterand thatthe future
is brighter has been considered historically fallacious and

misleading.
4.  History books and folk talés are replete w

and unmake, trusting in its capabilities alone, but often
disregardingthe‘otherandthebeyqnd._ S

5. All documents available in ancient cultur

and art, in civilizations and values point to
peace as a basis for progress. :

63

ith stories that
‘teach how a proud humanity believes in its ability to make .

es, in literature
the nobility of
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Ou_r attempt is to see beyond the complexity of human
,e).(lgencies and the complex nature of conflict as-a multi-
dimensional social phenomenon which is an integral
fe_ature of human existence and to assert that though
essential to the ongoing processes of history and social
change, conflict can be overcome since humanity desire and
yearns for transformation and peace.-.

- Colonialism
1.

The scramble'.tF) take what belongs to others folioWéd witha
greed to partition the continent of Africa among European
powers for the purposes of colonization.

In almost all instances of colonization of African nations,

. th}s t.rium\'/ir'ate patt{ern was manifest: first the traders, the
- missionaries and then the administrators. '

The West brought us education and enlighténmént,

: S}?ristianity and Weétern civilization, but also many other
- things among which exploitation and underdevelopment

ranked high.

Cogxiing on the heels pf the slave trade, colonialism inflicted -
yetdeeperwounds on the continentand peoples of Africa.

African markets have been the dumping ground of finished

lu . .
xury goods, which encourage non-productive

~ consumerism as we

‘ . 11 OVi
citizens ofthe West. as pr.ov1de em‘ployment.for the

Much of what is known or written about Africa has been

done by Non-Africa
. ns, mo
intellectuals and “ st of whom are European

blackmail. expert§ apd much of it is undiluted

64

Attempts by non-Western cultures to develop themselves
according to their priorities, initiative, innovative

rationality and worldview have all too often been dismissed
as irrelevant; they have been interrupted and stopped, as -
‘historical records testify, by abrupt abortions of pre- -

colonial (slave trade), colonial _(fo_feign imposition) and
neo-colonial (internal alienation) . strategies, which

interrupted the political, economic, socio-cultural and -

technological possibilities for development within Africa.

Africa became a wretched continent when western

~ capitalistic ethicthat canonizes profitatthe expense of man

Po
1,

‘Poverty which is the absen

met and spun a historical synthesis of all negative
stereotypes that disemboweled and derailed African march

to development.

verty

Poverty has assumed not only the forms of p]r.ly.sical
deprivation but has become worse in its s'pl.ntual
manifestations as found in loneliness, emptiness,
meaninglessness and escape from reality.

ce of means to maintain and

enjoy the basic needs oflife,a
to- education, health services, 10
productive assets affects the most vu

food, social services and

The poor do not particip
own lives. ’

Poverty has remained a :
countries all over the world. It is considered one of the

symptoms or manifestations ovf underdevelopment.
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deprivation and Jack of access .

Inerable part of the

‘population, mainly women and children.

ate in de'cbisions that touch their |

plague afflicting peoples and.
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5

10.
11.

12.
13,

14.

PO ] I .« 3 . .
verty is “complex and -multidimensional” and has

“various perceptions”, K

Povertyis not God determined. Itis manmade

The high incidence of poverty in Nigeria is the failure of -

man's ability to take his destiny into his own hands

. People cannot bg .s'eparated from the situation in which

they live.

igi,tg:,ﬁi to the Problems of poverty and matters
concert g economlc. gr‘owth cannot be achieved alone
through poverty alleviation measures without a broad

integrated and holisticstrategy for change R

'g:rel Iiott:egt.ial and real wealth of the nation has not been
slated into reality in the daily lives of the majority of the

- citizensand peoples who inhabit the country.

Optio ' is a g
ption for the poor is a good mieasure for righteous,

leadership for God i .
and of the poor. IS. alw? s on the side of the oppressed

One : aracteristics
of the darkest characteristics of poverty is that it seems

‘tq prey on the vulnerable and defenseless

In poor countries, the d vachi |
. ’ d i .
day thatits mother dies. v achildis b‘m,‘ s gll too often the

"Th . . . ' ) .
e joy and hope, the griefand anguish of men of our time

especially of those who are poor or afflicted in any way, are

the joy and hope, the gri : :
Christaswell’ » the grief and anguish of the followers of
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'15.

16.

Sustainability o
_ Sustainability refers to doing something with the long term
in mind and decisions made wit

1.

~ We live in an information age, a “borderl

~“scientific knowledge an

_ A 'sustainable community' is

Poverty is a scandal. Social justice and charity challenge all
tothe preferential option for the poor. - o :

‘Thereis disagreementabout whois responsible for poverty
whose fault it is. However, even if it was not our fault, there .-

isa'question about whether we have a responsibility to help

" those who are poor, simply because we.can.

activities into the future.

There is no vision of a planetary ecosystem in equilibrium

_with thislevel of industrial metabolism”:

Aworld for everybody is clearly not realizable.

There is the debatable matter of population growth in
agricultural regions of the developing world. This is a
source of strength but could threaten the alr
‘balance of resources in these regions.

ess age” and avery

fast age. With its many advantages,
d technical knowledge and the

availability of knowledge,
the imagination and ques

. hu,man family.

Sustainability demands a
which respects the integrity of creation.

‘achieved by a long term and

67

h a consideration ofhuman ..

eady delicate -

the explosion in

capital and manpower shudder's
tions the sustainability of the

n integral vision of the universe -
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integrated approach to déveloping and achieving a healthy

community, by addressing economic, environmental, social

and cultural issues..

Government

1.

The failure of theé democratic and electoral process to

producg free and fair election results leads to an
undermining of the constitution.

Since a cc?untry's public institutions and agencies do not
work in isolation, there is need for an integrated and

- transparent system of checks and balances designed to

" which reduce people to a

achieve accountability among the various arms of

gover_nmen.t, disperse power and limit opportunities for
conflicts ofinterests and abuse of power for gain.

The true judges of whether or not an agency has intégrity

ilﬁld crledibility are not the international agencies
emselves butyrather the publicin the recipient country.

There seem always to be some ontologic collaboration

getr\;lvefn (ii)m.rnerce, religion and politics (government) nay
etaphysic that has always conduced to either

| dgvelopment of pegplg or conspired to exploit some others.

The functions of government, though important, must

‘always be subsidiary; that i
‘ ; Is, government shoul
women to be free to realize their own destiny. A helpmen

If :
ata’gloevzjimgs ntpaystoo much attention to material welfare
pense of other values, it may advocate policies

welfare. passive state of dependency on

If'a government gives too little priority to tackliné poverty,
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10.

11

12,

13.

‘Governments, which thinkitrightto
" country and will be one change

‘riches created by the mar

ill-health, poor housing and other social ills, the human

dignity of those who suffer these afflictions is denied\.

It follows from it that a government must recognize the.
right to do just that practice religion. Indeed, " it is

governmental duty to foster the practice of religion:

It seems daring but woﬁld be appropfiate to draw up a

~ “politicians Code of Character” for bearers of governmental _
authority and these include: strength of character;

profession of fundamental moral values; a gift for creative

combinations; objectivity, soberness, equanimity;
- willingness to serve; courage to make‘unpopul

and willingness to co-operate.

Economic‘justice is the basis for all equity and the measure

ofimpact of good governance. In all things the question may
be: how does it benefit the poor? o o

‘We shall succeed in establishing a stable democracy anda
d good governance is -

society where the rule of law.an
prevalent. -

half of a country's annual income

probably got the balance wrong. Restoringa proper balance .

is likely to be the most important social change in. our

lead rather than follow.
The résponsibility of government is to use some of the
ket, not to make life easy for

everyone, but atleast to make life possil_ole,
the money but to invest that money in or

decentsociety.
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ar decisions

control and administer ’
‘e themselves, have

where government hasto .

not to share out-
der to build a

&
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Industrialization .

1.

It does seem that industrialization will continue unabated

worldwide. Itis desirabl
Jtisc e.Butcanwe havei ializati
based on somevalues? ndustrialization

I

Sr;f;)therdtg wgrd qff these global dangers together, and

natigg:liq their own future- as well, the industrialized
ave no option but to form coalitions of solidarity

with developing countries.

aﬁilic;lduztrialized world is regarded as the centef of the
o ini? ’ClI)le model to which developing countries-as
g subordinated areds- are adjoined. It is in this

sense that co-operative d
e 1
be de-colonized velopment and solidarity has to

capacity to absorb pollutio :
theglobalecological balange, - CAage caused

. T ] ) ) 1] ]
he tight social intertwinement and the development of

social and political relations since the beginning of the

industrial age have i
rea . . 4
the state. . greatly increased the financial needs of

Social Erosion

1

- Migrations of peoples

- economies. Crime s on the increase

Po iswi
overtyls widespread. Unemploymentis high. Standards of

life are eroding in quality

and women are victims. for the majority of people. Youth

The environment is damaged as

4 remain sta i s
nations - ggering both within
from the rural to urban areas, and ignternationallyl,

-fro i iali
mthe less industrialized nations to the more developed

P S
R i
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‘war front. This is not to mention t

The failure of the democratic and electoral process to
produce free and fair election results leads to an

undermining of the constitution.

" The socio-economic triangle is getting very much narrower
at the apex denoting a small fabulously rich minority and- -

broader at the base denoting a mass exodus of the greater
majority into a poverty trapezium from which no escape

- seems likely.

States and governments, as experience teaches, can exhibit

not only this or that deficiency, but can also degerierateina

criminal way.

No country is safe and everywhere
he destruction of the

environment, goods and property wit
and the trauma on people's psychology,
harmony. S

morality and social

With rising poverty are the rise in homelessness,
and lack of jobs especially of the youth. :
Poverty is on the increase all over the world, not just in the

developing countries, but a
regarded as wealthy, highly industrializedand developed.v ,

There is apparentlack of ethical and cultural ingredients in

determining the global s
formulation of policies t
businesses carry on as usual,
people's traditional ways of life,
rationality, social developmentan

hat guide peoples and nations as

their history, indigenous
d cultural values. -

There is widespread poverty,
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could be turned into-a-

h its consequences -~
“hunger -
Iso, for countries until now -

ocial and economic systems in the

negating and neglecting.

unemployment, hunger;an.d '
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10

11

12

13-

14

15

~ drainofthe population,

desperation of which all bears eloquent testimony in these
phenomena.

There were times, in those days, when people were sure of

 their beliefs and the customs of their fatherland. Today, itis

fashionable to question everythingincluding oneself.

‘Whatis government's is “no man's land” and people render

unsatisfactory services to her.

In many na}tions the state is transformed into a huge
administrative machine, which invades all areas of life and

drags man into a state of fear and anxiety causing his

d_eperfona}ization,. threatening his dignity as person and
reducinghis personal and social freedom amongothers.

Mar_xy who worked tirelessly and looked forward to a
society l?ased on the rule of law, the provision of economic
prgsperlty for the generality of the citizenry, guarantee of
relllglous tolerance and freedom, civil right’s, democratic
Za Ees 1anfl a free society, security of lives and property,
echno oglca! advancement, improved quality in scientific
and educational advancement, have been woefully

" disappointed and have givenup,

_ The social and politica] instability has pushed out many' of

the country's skilled and professional members leading to

Social thought focuses on the negative roles of

transnational and multipati ‘
. ultinational compani : .
with local and corrupt elements banies which conn'e
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16

17

18

19

Exploitation

1

‘Today equally, A

We discover the ‘sophisticated’ in-fighting among -
theologians as to who has the best and lasting answer to our

problems, who is the hereticand the orthodox. There is thus
an attendant crisis of a lack of orientation. Many are
confused, and those who previously pretended to be strong
have been forced, dragged or misled to join the faceless
mob. '

At a time when humanity faces fundamental questions of
life and death, of lack of meaning and the disorientation of
values, of wars and peace, the abuse of the environment and

the scandal of poverty in the midst of plenty, a world that .
has grown in technical, social, economic and political -

sophistication and has become ever more complex,

-humanity faces difficult challenges.

As globalization, technology, informatics, telematics and -
market economy based on extensive materialism engulfs -
. the European nations, a link is missing in the cosmic reality

of peoples where God has either been ejected or has been

pushed out into a completely, diffei_‘ent, extra-mundane

arena.

The great phenomenon of migration is increasingly forcing
people to leave their countries of origin for more urban
settings, thereby changing the ethnic make-up of our cities,
our nations and our continents.

African raw material has fed and continues to feed greedy

entrails of Western industries leaving Africa poor and

scorched in the bargain.

measure in the trained, and semi-skilled manpower needs

73

frican manpower contributes in no small -
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2.

thepopulace. : ‘

of many western capitals, as the grim African predicament

* induces many sons of Africa into emigrating to some
- comfortable slavery to the west.

~ Indeed, it is largely with the West that we have to settle

scores and balance accounts of the exploited peoples of

- Africa, with a view of liberating Africa from the clutches of

underdevelopment.

In spite of Africa's humanistic values and rich cultural
heritage, history and spirituality, one wonder how the

peoples of Africa have continued to suffer untold hardship

caused often by outside influences through the slave trade,
colonialism and ongoing imperialistic exploitation, often

- camouflaged today in the name of globalization.

If human beings are victimized by an oppressive society,
which leads to their death or dehumanization, there was

every reason to question the validity of the act from the
perspective of the victim.

Dévelopmént- |
L

Development s centered on the human person.

-Any meaningful and sustainable development of Africa that

would serve, as the threshold of a new dawn must take its
moments about certain fundamental considerations.

The development process is anchored on the’ pursuit of

soun.d macroeconomic policies that will promote .
'sustainable economic growth, create more jobs,
4

and ensure

equitable distribution of income to raise living standard of

Any developmental policy or blueprinf that is cai)able of
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10.

11,

12,

Co-operate work only make sense and

| Notall th.’;.lt has been labeled developmen

lifting Africa out of the present doldrums must center inand
onthepeople. : :

Development must cater for the whole human person, an.d
encompass the people of Africaasa whole: developing their
spiritual, religious, social, personal, moral, Fultural,
economic, political, mental, educatiqnal, physical and
environmental dimensions oflife.

Development must be based on participation, openness,

accountability and co-operation..

True development will t A d
barriers and change the structures, institutions an

attitudes, which maintain flawed de\{elopment, oppresswg
and exploitation and replace them with ngw structures and

~ relationslikely to fosterit.

Achieving genuine developrrient demands. t!nat the globa%
and national economy through its fiscal pollqes and annua
budgetand developmentplans place people first.

is viewed from a global standpoint and’when its. act}vxtles

are defined on reciprocal basis. |
Individual human beings living in a soci%;ty are the basis (_)‘f
any meaningful development. .

after some time to be developmentpropet,

It is not everything development in

development that must qualify in Africa gveloprrbl.ent.

75 : Lo

ake place if we eliminate the

is justifiable when it

fha,s been proved .

';fica and called
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13.
14,

15.

16.

17.

- 18.
19.

20.

21.

. problems.

-agenda for a develo

To achieve human development, we must move beyond

symptoms and examine the root causes of today's

We.must hurry! Too many people suffer, and the distance
yvhlch separajces the progress of some from the stagnation,
if not the outrightregression of others is growing.

.It is obvious, that the grave drama” of the contemporary .
world caused by the numerous threats that often

accompany human progress cannot leave anyone

_ indifferent. :

The quest for the upliftment of people is of such crucial
n?tllllre that it qleserves the support and active involvement
of all members of the society, individuals, groups, societies,

institutions and governments i o
in t
development. , he great tas'k' of

The human personisatthe centre of every develdpment.

. Tl'lehlife of ar}y,peqple can never be developed and irﬁprovéd
_ withouttheir positive consentand participation.

it 1s1 .only when production increases in quantity and in
qga ity thathungerand misery disappear. -

Doing first things first must neé

‘ Ping economy to thrive and to survi
10 _ urvive
the global competition and Intrigues of the present. There s

no other viable option. if hi
forourguide, ption, if history would be a good measure

Itis rather difficult to involve

ofanagendathey were not pa Pecplein the implemeptation

rtofinitiating,
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essarily stand out as an |

22.

23.

Underdevelopment does notimply a lack of capacity butan ,

embryonic stage and infinite potential for development.

In the attempt to improve life without people's
participation, the elites, the experts, the technicians and the

political adventurists have committed mistakes and crimes, |
which up to now leave their horrendous traces on the -
‘people. This is one strong source for the failure of so many -

development projects.

African Renaissance

1.

" Africa will not be built only by forei

‘given, accepted grate

The attraction of business opportunities exists in Africa, -
and for the continent to join the global economy on the

foundations of justice and fair global competition, the
West's relationship with Africa mustbe redefined.

As long as Western financial institutions such as IMF and

the World Bank, which were set up to help. weaker

_economies, but instead are seen to be indulging in the

sabotaging of these economies continue in this practice,

Africa's and the rest of the third world shall tarry longer on

the road to economic progress.

The main thrust of Africa's development or any formerly
colonized or enslaved peopl

self-reliance.

expert-directed prescriptions from outside. She has been
from the industrialized economies an
institutions. :

t a deep-rooted development, long-

It is imperative tha _ |
ica must work out

lasting and effective development in Afr

77

e must be in the direction of

gn aid polides and .

fully and followed a lot of bad advice -
d their vestigial
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10.

11.

- Africamaybe underdevéloped'today

[itsownmodels from ourlocal civilizations.

No. matter how 'sub-standard’, 'underdeveloped’,
‘primitive’ and slow it may be, Africa and Africans, as things
stand now cannot make long term progress, if we do not
move at our own pace, learn from our past, as slow as it may

‘be and gradually build a progressive, constructive, and

authentic Africa.

- Of special relevance to Africa is the abrogation of the Trans-

Atlantic, trans-Indian and trans-Sharan slave trade, which
depopulated the continent for over four centuries, killing,
maiming and depriving the black race of every remaining
dignity, which they still possessed. ‘

How come that despite the progress in humanity's technical

‘and information machinery, with a new wealth of

resources, both educational and industrial, humanity has

_ not arrivesi at the new societal foundation with the four
“Afrlcan wisdom calabashes? Freedom, to be Economic
sustenance, Good governance, Justice and. Legal

inconclusiveness.

Any .di_Sf:ussion on the fate and future of Africa, on the
possibility of enthroning a sustainable base for an Africa

renaissance, must reckon with the West of which American

civilizationhas assumed a centra] role

. : butthati
inthe soc1o-evp1utionary unfolding ofhisto :; . is only a stage

Any {geaningful and sustainable development of Africa that
would serve as the t.hreshold of a new dawn must take its
moment abot_lt certain func_larnental considerations
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12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Responsible Leadership

* Money can stimulate and fin |
There is an indispensable need for an

1.

Africa may be a continent in dilemma, but she has some
priceless values that could propel her to greatness. These
are potentialities for development that must be deeply

rooted in the traditional, social and economic structures of -
‘Africa. :

Our pains are principally ours '.a’r‘ld that of the human race

‘secondarily. Granted that Africa cannot develop in isolation .

in this increasing interconnected world, which

globalization has made of the earth, what s African"s future

in an age of globalization?

Africa must urgently rise to the challenge in solidarity with

the rest of the world and plot her own development “within" '

a composite framework located in‘a purely African reality
as well as a structured understanding of the emerging

constellation of global forces and their implications for

Africa”. o

Africans are waking up to the fact that Africa has to develop

notjustto survive.

The crisis of confidence and the broken psychology of the

African after the colonial trauma seem to have disappea}red ,
gradually with the rebirth of self confidence, new 'Afrlcap :

artand a mass ofliterature.

.Doubt is not a way. An enlightenment campaign is the sure

way to real freedom.

ance development initiatives,

but it is not enough.

enthronement of responsible Jeadership in African power

corridors.
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~ Without good, responsible, leadership, resources mapped

out for development can “still be diverted from the urgent
task of poverty elimination through corruption, regional

conflicts, oppressive or weak governments, and poor
economicmanagement”.

‘Good leadership is an index that is indispensable to any

attemptatmoving Africa forward.

There are schemes that might, in fact, alleviate suffering,

rescue some from abject poverty - but which might not
serve the common good. '

It is this ability to give voice, to enlighten the ignorant, to
teach love of God and neighbor by example and
communicating faith in the diversity of cultures that has

made the university the voice of the voiceless and the

citadel of learning, research, teaching and transformation.

- Leadership makes thishappen.

Itis possible for the leader and the rulerto be justand féir in

his dealings with fellow human beings.

The promotion of peace remains the highest good and the

hallmark of a true and righteous leader.

\Agis‘:)vant p?litic:s , dirty as some say it is, to have clean
Eass d.ns gfo Into it, operate and purify it and make politics
irty for the common good and the benefit ofall.

It commits public authorities to récognize, respect,

regulates, protect and promo
g te human right L e1e
the fulfillment of the respective duties. hts and facilitate

80

A SHOT AT IMMORTALITY

Civilization

1.

There are several and apparent claims to the fruits of

civilization of which we are part.

We are witness to the 'manifold’achievements that -

humanity was able to make in the past 100 years in the

‘areas of the sciences, art, technology, humanities, literature,

economy, political and social life, spacecratft, medicine,

agriculture, education, information and communications -

technology.

Distances previously believed to be 'beyond space’ and

issues thought to be 'beyond time' have been conquered, at-. -

leastin the sphere of the phenomena. -

The more modern the settings are, the more corruption

there seems to be.

We do owe ourselves some reckoning as humanity enters a
key stage in human history with its apparent claims of
civilization. ' '

If many peoples in the civilized world have lost orientation,
because religion has been -

meaning and - sacrality, it is »
banned, theology has been reduced to science, and mystery

‘tomyth and God hasbecomeanew anthropology.

Africa was already great even before Greek Civilization

arrived.

It is certainly clear from our experience of history and

enlightened observation of worldwide trends that
ot the basis of civilizations -

technological prowess alone isn

today.
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9.  Civilization is but the crosspollination of ideas, sieved
through generations and peoples in history, whose thought

. patterns challenge each other to revival, re-evaluation and
_.re-establishment, : ' o

Slavery -

‘1. The slave trade was fought against and stopped BY

humanists, philosophers, free thinkers, groups of

enlightened people acting with a Christian and human °

conscience.

. 2. . Africa has seen the worst in what human brutality could

ever offer,

'tl‘;xe c1ie-me of African manpower was the yoke upon which
e cultivation ofthe American plantations was laid.

v tA}f: :oe:: lyf(ilate Africahad to experience the lovelessness of
of her mother, the white men who devastated her

vineyard and forced her to work i . 4
: , rk in t
other people, tolive in slavery, he vineyards of the

5_, - The black bride of the Son
human forms, but she also
haslosther bridegroom.

gs sings her joy of life in all its
cries out her anguish when she

6. Treathuman beings welland respectfully, not enslave them.

Freewill
1. Human beings are the only creatures on earth fhat do not

* blindly obey the laws oftheirn
at fm o
to choose to obey them with g lovliltl;:v}\)/}i’l;nStht' butarefree

2. The human person is a creature of God, made in His image
4
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" and elevated to a supernatural destiny_tfanscending earthly . -

life. Man therefore as an intelligentand free being subject of
rights and of duties. L

Freedom - . :
1. Society should therefore - respect human freedom by’

‘enabling men and women o assume responsibility for their
perate with each -

own lives, and encouraging them to €o-0
other to pursue the Common Good.

2. Mancan only expect to “use” goods which he/sheowns. .

3. Freedom and asound economy cannot grow; it cannoteven

survive in every atmosphere. Freedom needs clean and
healthy habits, sound families, common decencies and
fundamental respect o
Freedom requires the exercise of conscience.
4. Can there be a free society among citizens who cheat, who
do notworkhard, who are untrustworthy,
who prefer to live as slaves, content in their depepdency S0

longas they are fed and entertained?

5. Fromfidelitytotruth,innerlibgrtyisWrested. .

6. Freedom cannot grow; it ca
atmosphere. '

7. Freedom needs clean and healthful habit
‘another. '

8. Freedomrequiresthe exercise of conscience.
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| Citizens
IR

Since t.he people are the original bearers of government
authority, crucial duties are due to the citizens.

A government is not possible without the civil society, the
private sectors and the citizenry.

C.o.mmunity services is another area that is relevant,
citizens could identify with the state and society in

voluntary societies.

Since people are the original bearers of governmental

- authority crucial rights are due to the citizens, all citizens

are entitled to contribute to the Common Good of the State,
a!l citizens havg a legal claim to equality before the Law,
citizens have aright to resistance and may use them against

oppression and injustice, the fulfillment of the laws of the
State is amoral duty.

. The large expanse of agricultural land i ‘
‘ : nd for virtually ever
arable type of crop and plantation is a great asset.}I;ut thz

greatestassetofthe Stateis its people,

You cannot take away responsibility f .
. rom
level of their own competence. 4 the people at the

Servant government must also b ‘
cus e under t .
citizen tobe a proper servant. he control of its

By taking respdrisibility awa i ‘

- y from its citi
governments are implicitly saying that Welt;(:zaeéx s,togr
trusted tolook after our own lives, not be

We become improvident because w
: _ e don'
provident with the result that the state ig letftI}ciec?oti(z ;;3
. b )
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while our irresponsibility is encouraged.

10.

11.

12,

13.

Ch
L

When the income upon which gdvernﬁient calculated is not

easily provided for themselves.

f

},

|

there for anyone, citizens suffer for what they could h'av,e“

Any responsible government must listen to the voice of. _

stakeholders. They are the people.

Human recourses, not just capital, nor income, nor
technology, nor material resources constitute the ultimate

‘basis of the wealth of nations.

It is the people who take initiative and responsibility for

their destiny.-

ange

Change will be realized by targeted ‘measures that have

positive effect on global problems.

A wrong understanding of the universe, of the creator, of-

man shall lead to a failed actionin the world.

A generation wrong about the mys'teries of God would

almost certainly be wrong about mankind.

‘Essential purpose of man'’s work is to perfect himself than
to change the world in which he lives,

change the world.

‘Every African nation has i
driven by a divorce between gr
and aggravated by risin

inequality, food and energy prices.
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Modernization

1.

The euphoria of modernization carried many -African

- countries with their elite away. Consequently, they lost

touch with original sources of African culture; but they did
notsucceed tobecome European.

Any young man who cuts off himself from the community in

the African sense and becomes a person in what is more or

less the western sense cut off from life. He is no longer a
person in the African sense. If he is to survive to some

- degree, he must quit the village and begin existence

somewhere else, however no matter how prosperous he
becomes he is presumed to miss something in his
personality. It is only by re-establishing the link with his kit
and kin, which is actually part of him, that he can once more

~ beaperson, his full self.

. If challenges are opportunities, then never before havé the

opport'un_it.ies been so great; for never before has
humaplty In general faced challenges comparable ‘in
magnitude and complexity to those that have emerged in

.-recenttimes.

Law and Justice

1.

The essence of the law and of Justice in traditional society

was not to blame this person or that person but to settle the

matter for social harmony of the entire community to exist.

Fidelity to law, observance of due process, and respect for

Fhe rule of law are. common indices that show a 'culture of
integrity’.

The state is there to serve God for your benefit, If you break

the law, hoyvever, you may well have fear: the bearing of the
sword hasits significance. :
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Gender

1.

Retributive justice must be integrated with reparafcivel
justice everywhere inthe world. . - :

Peace is possible butonly on the condit_ioh of]ustic_e. ,

The gender issue determines the roles of people in i

traditional society. In agriculture, in trade, in economy, in
social life, in politics, in every aspect.of culture, there was

- ‘clarity as to the roles of men or women and their’

interdependent functions. -

The creator in His infinite wisdom created humans in the
" male and female gender to complement each other and

fulfill the will of the creator.

Relativism L

1.

»Hu'man Relationship

1

‘While individually responsible for his or her acts,

" To undermine Truth is to live a Lie. Vulgar relati\{ism isan
invisible gas; odourless, deadly that is now polluting every
free society on earth. It is a gas that attacks the central'

nervous system of moral striving.

In the Western world, freedom means “do as you wish”.

What of responsibility? Vulgar relativism and its subjective -

culture so undermines the culture of : '
that it is preferable to take a position on an 1ssuev-than tq

remain neutral.

The human person, created :
distinctive relation with the rest of creation,

- hehoweverremains part.
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3. The human person is not alone and consequently, no one

human person exists in relation to others and cannot seek
his or her own good alone, but rather is to seek the good of
all, the common good.

canactasifheorshe wereanendinitself.

4. It is a matter of opening the eyes of mind and heart and
spirit to see the relationship between care for all creation -
persons as well as material goods - and our fundamental
relationship inand with God.

5. Thatthe individual can, as it were, appeal to Caesar, that he
has directaccess to the transcendent, that s to say, toGod or

to his conscience, enhances his dignity and-emphasizes his
autonomy. : .

Liberty
.
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The ecology of liberty is more fragile than the biosphere of
. earth. y

2. Liberty is not the freedom fo do what you wish but it is
freedom to do whatyou ought.

3. Onlyhumans enjoy the liberty to do what we ought to do or
nottodoit. ‘ ‘

4. Can all the sufferings of our ancestors oﬁ behalf of liberty |
have been endured that we mightbe aswe now are?

5. Democratic participation in decision-making is the best
. way torespectthe dignity andliberty ofpeople.

88

Marriage

1. Marriage is defined today as the state in which two people

live together in a partnership of love and life, expressed
through free consent. .

2. The communal dimension strengthened the longevity of .

marriage and reduces separation or divorce.

3. Ifconsentislacking, there is no marriage.

4. When two people are planning tov'get married, they are |

much more opento God's grace and His influence.

5. The requirement that marriage of male and female be

accepted as a life-long union of two people in love and
fidelity is an expression of the teaching of Christ himself.

6. Marriage is a challenge to a couple to help each other to

grow and develop the positive sides of their character.

7. To preserve love, protect marriage; remain faithful and
~ make the family a priority mightbelines of action.

Geriatric Wisdom

1. The Church's stand may be unpopular and even contradict -

~ the much-accepted wisdom of the age, but that does not
‘meanthatitis wrong. B

2. The wisdom of our ancestors and Common Sense often
teach us that people participate better in things they were
part of and contributed from the beginning and therefore

- keeptheagenda going for alonger time.
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Unelinployment

1.. The 'best help is self help' and self reliance is the option to -

be taken towards the rightofall to employment.

Power

L

Powerisnot absolﬁte, even if some officials of government
think thatitis eternal.

Poweris transientalthough very tempting and perhaps also
dangerous to use, One must therefore lead with prayer and

= fear ofthe Lord.

1

o C'onﬂict

Conflict Settlement means reaching an agreement on a

‘particular aspect of the conflict rather than the conflictasa
whole. : -

Direct violence may end but the parties still remain
dissatisfied because all their interests and needs were not

o fullyaddressed.- )

Conflict Resolution by contrast, is a comprehensive
outcome, in which the underlying causes of the conflict are
removed so that there are no latent, residual elements,
‘whichmaytriggera returntoviolence.

Resolution entails an integration of the parties' objectives
sothatneither side has had to compromise,

- The long term and structural nature of conflict resolution

and transformation including settlement become clear
when reconciliation and reconstruction in the aftermath of

violentconflicts are considered.
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EcosYStem
1.

" rational human beings with respo

If people would be taught the trgth that human belng; are |
fundamentally equal, if people would”agree to t'he a;lsm
guidelines of justice which insists on "to each his or gr |
due”, if humanity would learn to respect one another on the
basis of the ontology of the “imago dei”, if all sorts of bias, .
whether cultural or historical, were given up or at leastlz ‘
reduced to a minimally tolerable level allowable for mutua

- co-existence and the guarantee of basic rights, if -

fundamental respect for the dignity of each bging would be
re-echoed and made an educational foundation for everﬁr
child in this world, then conflicts may reduce. Butabove all,

truth must prevail.

Most conflicts take place because truth has been‘ ejected
andlies havetakenover. . .

We share a common unwillingness or even 1r;lab11'1tt3‘rN ;(;
accept the world as it is because we believe t‘at it we

meanttobe different.

‘We cannot have sound economies, sustainable societies, -
andhealthypeoplewithoutahealthyplanet.

The ecology of liberty is more fragile than the biosphere of -

- earth.

. . 1 S
On the economy, the universal destination of material goold

remains a cardinal teaching.

ment is created for the use and stewardship of

"The environ nsibility for the future.

I have the (courage and the good faith to believe that even in

o1
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the midst of chaos, nature abhors disorder and tries to find

abalance. '

The mb.st ba.si_c values of the Social teaching of the Church
alsq point directly to the moral obligation to care for the
environment. - ‘

One. of the primary principles which govern ourapproach to
environmental questions is: “there is an order in the

“universe which mustbe respected”.

._ hWi'chout a doubt, it is by heightening the centrality of fhe
human person, not by denying it, by stressing the

Fespo.nsil_)ility of the human person for creation, not by
ignoring it, that we all shall be better able to promote an
preserveasound environment for all. |

Economy

1.

ro

lisfer vant government” should provide the infrastructure of
. fe not its superstructure, but should tilt that
Infrastructure to make it more accessible to those who have

faredlesswellin the ma :
rketeco e i hE .
the future. nomy Of who mightforsoin

Bu d :
evaclll%:tt. n;eds not only planning, monitoring, and
. ion utalsq;mplementationandcontrol.

. The priority of the budget is to serve the poorest of the poor

and ma Art o '
ke poverty eradication andjob creationa priority.

- A country whichv is unabl
. _ e to develop the skill and’
- knowledge ofits people and to utilize them effectively inthe

national econorpy willbe unable to develop anything else.

In planning development therefore, it should be borne in
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10.

11.

12.

13.

- communities sector, including in

mind that the true purpose of economic activities is neither -
to increase production as such nor to make profits or to

exercise power, but to serve man as a whole respecting his

material, intellectual, moral, spiritual and religious needs. -

The economy is for the people and the resources of the -

earth are to be equitably shared by all.

Stakeholders are an extensive concept. The word covers the

- seen and unseen hands in a macro and micro economy.

No economy may thrive on the cult of mediocrity, ethnicism

and political slippery inconsistency. .
The impression s given thatall our problems will evaporate

when the Budget, seen as Messiah is announced. Yet the
facts as weknow theminour history tell a different tale. -

Sustainable economic and human development is a much

broader and larger concept than just economic growth in

‘measuring the impact of the budget on people.

The basic question aboutany budget speechor planis "hoxv '
does it benefit the poorand improve their living standard?” .

There is need now to enthrone a mechanism of control of -
themselves -

the budget, not simply by government agents
(no one can be a judge in one's own cause), but by

stakeholders in the private and non-governmental and faith
dividuals who may have

the clout to research and find the trut
ofany given budget.

One of the principles in modern business structures is th¢
principle that the economy does and must exist for the
human person, not vice versa.
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RILE Democracy
b - L Apathyand cymc1sm arethe real enemies of democracy. -
; ) ?‘3 R
i : 2. By 1nsu1at1ng us from any.real responsibility for what
-1/~ happens around us, a paternalistic democracy makes us,
R literally, careless of others beyond our 1mmed1ate group.
b
sl
E

CHAPTER FOUR

’ ﬁ%%&%%%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%&ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%%%&%%ﬁ%%

: &
#%%%ﬁﬁ%%%ﬁ%%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%ﬁﬁ#&ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ

94



OBIORA IKE IN HIS OWN WORDS :

Atheism : .

1.

Nobody who loved his life would like to be branded an
atheist. o

Todeny God isto denyman.

Egyptian fellahs rejected the Soviet presence in their
country because they considered them abnormal and
insane since they wanted to convince the Egyptians that
God does not exist, something they thought was absurd and
almost contrary to all evidence.

Religion

1. -

_0‘\

Th% sphere of religion emerges particularly as that domain
which helps humans realize themselves in their search for

truth, peace, happiness and meaning beyond the immanent
realities of the material world. S

‘Religion which relates man to the unseen universe of the

deities and the gods in a sense conveying humanity's
.depex?dence on the world and spirits beyond man emerged
in African cosmology as anatural thing.

This is the heart of our dilemma. We are not sure which

religion is to inform which stage of our cultural evolution.

If religion'an;d culture were so closely connected, it was
because within the' culture, the religion was homogenous.

Some of t}.le criticisms aimed at religibn should be more
properly directed against the institution, '

It is'not in V:':lin.t}'lat religion appears not only as a private
affair of the 1n.d1v1dua1 but as a public and socially relevant
phenomenonin allhuman societies,
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Religion imposes a frame-work of ultimate reference, that
is, it determines the value system of society.

By conferring finality and ultimacy to established values,

religion becomes a powerful means of social control and -

therefore of maintaining the established order, whatever

‘this may be.

The prophetic function of religion enables us, if need be, to
say no to the given, to escape from the tyranny of the facts

and from the tyranny of public opinion.

Religion has a dialectical relationship to society, acting now -

as an element of social control and stability and now as a
disturbing and revolutionary element. '

We need the voice of religion to. purify our private and

publiclives and to keep us in mind of higher, nobler things.

Nothing can be done that will kill the religious instinct,
muzzle the voice of religion or hamperits exercise.

The restraint and self control in prosperity, the courage and

patience in adversity, the fear of God and respect for man .

which every sane religion promotes, in particular t}}e
selfless and altruistic love which Christianity inculcates in

‘the individual, all this may not eliminate evil, but it canonly

have a healthy effect on the body politic.

Religion tends then to become an ideology, at the sgrvicg of
the ruling class. But when the basis of government is unjust
or the ruling class becomes corrupt, reli
serve its ends and its perpetuation..

Polygamy is still competing with monogamy and traditional

o7

gion continues to
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?eligi.on coexist with Christianity, often in the same
individual but especially in society at large where religious

. pluralism has emerged as a social novum.

16.

17.

is.

- 19

.20.

21.

22.

23.

N . ‘;/- K1 .
There is no African without a sense of religion, a practice of

 religionandalink to some form of religious adherence.

Af.ter several centuries of inter human contacts, it is sad to
witness how wars are carried out in the name of religion

and martyrs are made to die for their beliefs even in the 21st
century. '

. Tobe Africanistobereligious.

“p: . g
Right i - .
ghteousness in Goverhance” is one, which has as its aim

' ;h?desire to bringto the fore, the role of the citizen who isa
-believer, a Christian and an adherent of a religious faith to

participateat efforts which lead to nation building.

'rl‘nhc;x.'edls fa tender.xcy‘ to make religion a scapegoat for a
yriad ol our societal ills and the impression is given that

society would certainly be better off without religion.

2}? search for money has turned many churches and

» llciglous centers into places of trade, and it is no longer
Sel' om tCIJ hear criticisms labeled against some churches
ri 1g§)us eaders and religious centers, likening them to the’
chastisement Jesus once gave to the traders whom he
chased outof the Temple in Jerusalem:
ofprayer, butyou have turned itinto a den of thieves”
In -this soci.ety,

ortho réx' i . ‘
orthodoxy. Praxis is more cherished than

Religion brings with it spiritual wisdom and meaniﬁg whféh et
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“My house is a place

24,

25,

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

' This concentration on what sh
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has content and vision about God, the world, mofality, _man
and society. : ’ ' :

African peoples believe their réligidus'leaders and respect

‘the impact of religion on their own personal life and destiny.

Religion is always personal, but never justa private affair.

The highest good for humans and one necessary for their

happiness is to know God's will and follow it. That in fact -
could be considered a definition of religionitself.

Religion and its beliefs is not the point of departure. What

" countsislife and people’sbehaviour. -

It is taunted that religion has notsucceeded in making the.
world better; that in fact, on the contrary, it has made it -

worse.

From one point of view, religion can be seen as a stabilizing -

"factor, from another as a factor of disintegration, and a ;

catalystin society.

‘Religion though a response to’t}i.e._problems of the-

individual in the face of the human condition has very
distinct functions for the society at large; it is both an
intimately private affair and alsoan eminently publicaffair. - -

Religion makes pale the cheeks of rulers by its frozen
admonition. ‘

ould be rather than on what

actually is the case, gives religiona great moral gdvantage,
and a moral superiority over the goings-oninsociety.
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33.

34.

Religign makes room for protests, for non-conformity, for
rebellion. Through its prophetic role, religion encourages
revoltin certain circumstances.

The revolutionary character of religion is too obvious to
need further commentary.

Incarnation

L

The mystery of the incarnation which is God's participation
in h.uman hlstory py taking human flesh and form in Jesus
Christ and by dying on the cross out of love for sinful

humanity to bring salvation for all creation radicalizes the
entirerole of religion and faith.

It_ is onl).r in the Christian faith that the mystery of evil and
sin which reaches beyond the human capacity to

understand is surpassed by a mystery far greater; God's

incarnation and His redemption through the loving
acceptance of the suffering caused by human evil.

The incarnation is the point
of departure for rational
theology and true religion. d

}‘he Christian principle of the “incarnation” is that the
Word assumed Flesh and lived amongus”. Itis one humble

but honest éxample of how faith, carri ;
: i ’ ied
brings the divine near to the people, outin DIALOGUE,

Faith

1.

Christian faith,_ different from the man
faith groups we know of, offers with
hope andrealism whichis resistantto

y other religions and
certainty, a blend of
disillusionment.

Faith can provoke a sense of urgency while at the same time
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recognizing the penultimate character of the contemporary . -,
struggle and returning to the ultimate vision of fresh
inspiration and energy whenever this is needed. -

We mustopen up to learn, to live and to love.

Faith and tolerance are virtues possible for human beings
within the multiplicity and diversity of cultures.

" Faith is communicated more thfough a convincing lifestyle -

than through preaching. . .

We cannot communicate faith from the point of view of
missionary superiority and the top down method ofagroup.
who knows it all, have all the answers and are better than

‘theothers. : L - o

ristianity BREE R
Unlike any of the other and many religions of antiquity or ' |
thereafter, Christianity is unique in the sense of its-Mission_, -
thatis, the Mission ofits founder, Jesus Christ. = -

' vTh'e Mission of Jesus to a broken world was played out

within an ambient of the complicity of the Roman judic.ial._ :
and colonial system joining hands with the evil tendencies
of the elite and the ignorant masses who allqwed greed, fear .

“and obsession to kill the son of God. A
s Mission in the World is to give
hope, nothopelessness. Yet, letitbe said that peoplé ofhope

are also hardened realists, recognizing the_ lirqitation_s of -
what can be achieved in today's struggles forjustice.

Christian religion and it

st reiigion to make a commandment

Christianity was the fir : |
o raced all mankind, love thla.t bound .

of love, a love that emb
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- civilization of love, know]

communities, .

men to God and to one anoth |
‘divi er and welde i
divine-human commonwealth. d all into one

Itis a truly Christian challenge and a fundamental optionin

o :i l<T-‘10eI‘Sl;upt sqciety like ours to'respond to the “signs of the
5 imposed by the demands of modern society by

}’glllcl);mégg.in the footsteps of the teacher and master himself,
rist of Nazareth who urged his followers “to be the

. lightofthe world and the salt of the earth”

The Christian religion is Iabeied as foreign and conderﬁned

as i
aliertl};iio?l?nﬁal remnant responsible for the cultural
! ofthe African and the banishment of its gods.

The human person, crea

‘distinctive relation-wi
ation with the rest of creati i
hehowever remains part. - a-t o ofwhichsher

hich great name-and achiever in the long history of 2000

years of Christianity

Church? was not a son or daughter of the

;l‘he Church

The Ch ke . .
urch exists to transform human societies intb a

edgeand progress.

The‘ rese .- o . .
\€ present times are not luxury for many African peop‘les.

: | The Church experiences martyrdom daily.

Catholi iy o .
olicSocial Teachmg Isasure path to the renewal of faith

gnd of life.

—
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ted in the image of God isin a .

" ofeconomiclifemustbe measured. -

Duriﬁg the hard times confronting Nigeria as a natidﬁfihe o

. Church must be clearly seen to be on the side of the
- oppressed and suffering people. '

Itis the duty of the Church to make it clear that the dignity of -
the human person is the criterion against which all aspects

All Church institutions, both the hierarchy and individual
Christian in Nigeria, as elsewheré must realize that the
Church as a community can make very important
contribution to achieving greater economicj ustice. '

"We cannot convertand lead others righﬂy ifwedo nqt{kno’w S

- theway.

10..

11.

12,

" -We cannot work for the unity of all Christians; if we are -

arrogantly frantic about our .private affiliations " or
confessionsand intolerant of other groups. '

Authenticand true religiosity seems to have been sacrificed
at the altar of clever psychologists, dupes, charlatans and
non-performers. At last, the saying of Jesus Christ in the"
Bible “woe to this generation... she seeks constantly for

sign” appears to have come to pass.
g

As far as ecumenism is concerned, many Christians have
been grossly divided over cosmetics, but not over the

substance of he who called us to his.services. Ecumenism .

has’ been marginalized as an affair for the “talkative”,

keeping in mind that for over 300 years, we have been -
talking. R : S

The results of over 300 yearé talking has not been'seen in ’

" the unity of Christians, rather further divisions, even within
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13, -

14,
15;

" 1e.

17.

18,

19.

- nations.

" socialorder, -

for if not properly qu

the ¢ i izati
e onft'essmns and polarizations into progressive,
ervative and orthodox have taken place. L

Obedience t‘ 's will - et
neighbour 0 Go.d? will f}ows from justice toward one's

The rights of God come before and serve as the basis for the

' rights of individuals and peoples.

The full realization of the Kingdom will come about’ in

h '
Ssz‘;ilné \I:Iv(}:lenstbe.eleqt, those reconciled to God the Father, |
y Spirit, will live the fullness of justice and peace

inthe commupic’_m ofall the saints,

1he preferential option fof the poor;, which the Church has

Y
gorously advocated.and pursued, as a sound principle of

justice should b
with Africa. e the propellant of the West's solidarity

Chr.istian Churches have a ro
Society in influencin
change on the culty

le to play together with Civil
g la constructive and positive social
ral, economic and political levels of

Christian ‘ arol '
1an Churches have a role to play in transforming the

Within the isti : '
Christian Churches, there are also various

movements fro
: from the moderate to the fundamentalist and

extreme th :
at may suggest that one cannot give a blanket

response to t ic wi ;
he thematic withou¢ clarification of concepts:
beople’s active participati
ratignalecotrl,\;in }.)akl;thlp%tlon as citizens and hinder their
» Icbehaviorinstead ofsupporting it

104

A SHOT AT IMMORTALITY

alified, religion could even impede

20,

21.

22.

23

24,

25,

26.

27.

“In our time and age, it ha

" The Church is a global playér and hés remained so even"
before the birth of virtually all the modern nations and civil
society organizations thatexists today.

The Church in her self-understahding’ Stands astheagentof
Christin the service of evangelization to entire creation and
mankind. ' B S

The Catholic Church (and some other Christian Churches)

understand its Mission ‘as one that is moral and -

transcendental, hence a divine-mandate that is before the . -

state, beyond the state and yet in.service of the State for the *

salvation of the State, its peoplesand all humanity.

The Church collaborates and par_tnér's' ‘very cl

integral manner
and all people of goodwill in build

_‘humansociety. -

The purpose of the Church is Mission for
Salvation of Mankind. -

s become very urgent to make a

proper balance between
religious organizations an
a -vis the State. Collaboration,
dependence appear as the right ¢
connection. '

d reassess their competence vis -

oncepts to apply in this

‘The experiences may be diffi
Institutionsas God's mission

d that the best scﬁoois in Nigeria t

Itis on recor :
and background.

those with Christian origins

105

osely in' an '
with State, the private and public sectors
ing up a sustainable .

the Iﬁtegra‘l'. o

‘the roles of the Churches and

joint partnership ‘and inter:

arent but people see Religious
thatiseven beyond the State. . -

ill date are.
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28 With meager resources that is much less than what the

29.

30.

31.

State has, Mission and Christian Churches have built up

- massive training programmes and educ illi
igeri ated
-Nigerians atalllevels from childhood to adulthoorgf“mns .

No one shall doubt the '
' : : great effect of a ¢
provider of missionaries. = ouptry nown asa

The entire attempt towards nation building to which the .

g:l?,:Chetshare.c.al’led to act together as stakeholders and
ge the nation cannot be achieved through prayér and

~preachingalone. Ithastobe followed by concrete action.

If happiness is to be real hereafter, tears must be wiped

away and empty stomachs f
. . ed here and A .
integral nature of the Christian world vie now. Such is the

Discipleship involves seeking God in this world, as well as

- preparing tomeet Him in the next,

.33,

34.

35.

36.

| The Church opposes totalitafianism bécausé'

The P L :
Gospel imperative to love our neighbour entails not

. 2:‘113; ;}s‘asf‘/‘/;essl:.(zulc.i help those in need, but also address the
' itution and poverty. The deepening of the

spiritual life must

forour neighbour, 80 hand in hand with practical concern

and thus with social action.

The Church has the ri
Order'in which the di
-When 1t1§ inany way threatened,

ght and the duty to advocate a Social

peopleand deprives them oftheir freedom, * oppresses

While recognizin

the i '
Church denounc s mportance of wealth creation, the

es any a '
y abuses of economic power such as
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gnity of all is fostered, and to protest .

37.

38.

those which deprive employees of w.ﬁat is needed. fof a; B

decentstandard ofliving.

Thereisa Christian duty to share and give to thosein need.

Our attitude needs to be like that of a child who wants to. )

draw a beautiful picture for a parent, but who must rely on -

'that parent to provide the materials and constant help on ;.

" how to draw this or thaton the paper.

39.

40.

41,

42,

43,

44,

" in the service of order. It is the sup

"moral values in pluralistic society W

. to turn away from sin

‘Sin, which causes death, has made the ministry of religipn{ :
gent task in our

of the Church and of reconciliation an ur
land. :

According to the Christian understanding, the State stands

common good founded on mightandright and power.

It is the task of the Church to proclaim the fundamental

inconvenient to status quo.:

The Christian is able to be pr : :
modern religious and ideological pluralism only in so faras

“the witness of Christians” allows.

Man is not confined to the temp
rooted in the redeemer's love, hel
charity flourish more Vvigorous
between nations. ‘

ps to make justice and

The Church has received
reaching the gospel messag 0
preaching (e 8% to the love of the father, universal
brotherhood, and a consequ

world. -
| 107

reme guarantor‘of the ©

hether convenient or -
esent and effective in the -
oral order. The Church, .
ly .within nations and
from Christ the mission of

e, which contains a Cal]_t'o man

ent demand for justice in the -
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45.

46

47,

48.
49.

'50.

. 51

f:ompeting claims and confuéion arising out of subjective
}n_terpretatlons of history and man's place and role within
it, the desire to'share ones beliefs in truth and in charity, as

ffou'nd in Christian values correspond to the challenges .
'faglng socjal thought, universally and locally today.

To -proclaim the goodness of God's creation and our

' obligatic?n to care for it is ultimately to call to change, to
conversion, to care fortheleastand the poorest.

It i's Fhe Fesporiéibility of the Christian to engage in a world
ofinjustice and ensure justice and peace and global change.

Try to respond and act in responsibility within your

limitations and possibilities to do what is humanly possible

and edify the Will of the Lord.

~ We desire to preach universal Love in a world that s divided

and full of hatr.fed, like the prophets of old, believing in the
powerfuland I;berafcing message of the Gospel

Truth is found in the living traditions of the Church which

.trfavl(;rses- aworld full of contradictions by calling on people
of all nationalities to conscience, compassion and creative

action. ‘

?‘aith is }a: giftand its call helps us tolook up to the mountains
Cl;our? where our ht?lp comes and to stand up with prophetic
age,armed with ethical, moral and spiritual strength to

give hope, serve those in need, pursue peace, defend life, ‘

g;ﬁtclil:y and the. rights of all peoples and maintain a
mental option for the poor and the most vulnerable in

. society.

52,

D . ' ', \ . ) ) : )
espite all modernization and colonial tendencies and

atte rOqi
: mpts and the erosion of African culture and traditional

108,
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53,

54..

55.

56.

institutions in some aspects, there is still to be observed,
that all over the continent, there exists a generally deep :
desire for the religious content and an admiration for the -
services rendered by the Church and missionary groups

and the place of Jesus Christamongst believers.

The people of God inéiude all the baptiiéd and all men and ok

women in oursociety.

‘There is always and constantly the notion of the Church as

the hierarchy. We must change from a clerical notion of -
Church to Church as Communion, a people of God in which
every member has both rights and duties, including active

involvementin what goes on in the Church. -

The theme of Church as Family of God“ is relevant for Africa’
and agood model for the world of today. '

So-called younger Churches have heed ofthe strength of the
older Churches and the older ones need the witness and
impulse of the younger, so that individual Churches receive -

‘the riches of other Churches.

Evangelization

1.

- 'Evangelization is the continuation -of the work, ,the"

teachings, deeds and lifestyle of Christ; in witness to'his love .
and service; his death and resurrection; unequivocal in its

clarity and meaning.

Evangelization in Africa today must be seen as.
proclamation of the Good News of salvation which is Jesus

Christhimself.

" Global issues Justice and Peace are in need of the Mission

and evangelizing effects of the Gospel of Christ.
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4.

10.
i1,

12,

- economicandreligious implications

Today, Mission and Evangelization whether it is in Africa or

-mf any other p’l;ace' isno more to be understood as something
0 X go there buF rather making Jesus Christ present
wherever you are, in all things and through all means for the

- greater glory of God and the salvation of mankind. -

It lis our mandate therefore to preach} the good news of
salvation to our people, for the transformation of society.

Tlhe v(\jzorld needs G(?od News. There is plenty of bad news
aiready as we experience daily, everywhere and in manifold

forms, transmitted through the media and communication

media. = :

._Our immediate challenge therefore as ministefs' of the

Word is to prea )
Done Newl')s . a.ch Joy and the (}ood News, like Jesus did, pot

Theheart of evéngeligat- ) ' :
. 10n1isto proclai .
in the power of the Holy Spirit. p‘ m,and béaer1tngss,

A y . . . . ) ]

We experiehc¢ the irrepléceable e
the Church in the complex world of
condition the deéstiny of mankind.

vangelizing presence of
temporal realities which

The central message of the i .
R € preaching of Jesus of N
was the kingdom of God, which has social, czzl:lﬁ:l]l].

We are called at this new millennium ¢

good news and of a betterworld order > become apostles of

forall,
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13.

14..

15.

- 16.

17.

18.

19.

_cultural idiosyncrasies.

Evangélizatioﬁ is such an ocean of rich theological and :
ecclesiological validity that it ‘cannot simply be straight-

-jacketed into five sub-themes, even w'h_ere the method had

not intended to ignore the discussion on the very ;hemé of
evangelization. - .

‘Everything is evangelization properly understood because

the incarnate Word desires to reconcile all things unto

" himself for the glory of God and the salvation of entire” |
creation. oo -

- Our world has grown in apathy and falsehood and is not

eager to receive the Word because it is busy with other
important matters, albeit, “ephemeral pursuits” pr.esumed_
to bring happiness. -

The function of the Pedple of God in sbciety has often been
one compared to that of the yeast in dough. Yeast must not -

‘stay in one part of the dough. It does not then serve its . 1

purpose in the baking of bread. It must spread throughout '

* thedoughinordertobeofbenefit. -~

Evangelization includes: proclamatiori (kerygma); service

(Diakonia); witness (martiria); "worship (leiturgia);
building community and solidarity (koinonia). ~

" The Good ‘news of Christ has found if_s way into our hearts :
" and souls, huts and village squares, families and homes, -

feasts and artifacts, works and religion, economy and

thought patterns, philosophy, symbols, language and
This news characterizes our

ambitions and aspirations and has»become our actual
destiny.

This Good News was made poSsibfe because of the co-
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- operation of human elements including many great
an§e.stors, catechists, local chiefs, teachers, missiognar
i religious men and women, great people, many of whorr{

i have gone before us, “marked with the sign of faith”, -

20. T}}e d‘eman_d§ of the Gospel are applied to the massive
. injustices prevalent on modern society, both national and
global and are translated to reflect on their relevanc

how abetter life can be achieved. oo

21. The theme of Evangelization is crucial to the essence of our

" mission - ev i " X :
Gospel erything has to bg imbued with the light of the

2 h’l(;he promotion of hea,lth, social institutions and welfare
mes in the pre-nation-state of Nigeria was mainly a

o
o . .primar ) izati
L p y method of evangelization by the emergent new

Christian missionaries.

! 23.  Themission ofthe Churchis to’proclaim the salvation given

to us in Christ, which does
| 5 In ) ( not excl i
; servicein the socialrealm. : ude but fully includes

24. ltisthis mission ofthe Christian Churches, carried oﬁ to this

day that has become a pl
their capability platform for our hope in man and

~ 25. Butinrealterms, our dreams

. | LeTInS, ams are part of an optimism whi

oy o sl i e
‘ and that God's kingd :

believe tbat this “adumbration” , pre-gshgrc?o:vh%n‘relgn' ;

foreseeninthe pilgrim Churchonearth, I already

112

3. Faith and tolerance are virtues possible for huma
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Hope | | .
1. Christian religion and its Mission in the World is to give
* hope, nothopelessness. Yet, letit be said that people of hope

are also hardened realists, recognizing the limitations of -

what can be achieved in today's struggles forjustice.

2. The acceptance of the universal declaration of Human
' Rights and the various International conventions, laws and .
practices on the world wide scale encourages the people of
the world to a faith inanew dawn for humanity.

n beings
within the multiplicity and diversity of cultures. -
4. The first response of the Churc

~ facing the nation has been to sustain the people with Hopé
and Encouragement. R _—

5. Even in the face of seeming hopelessnéss, faith and hope
still ginger humans to look forward towards a vision of the

'world of their dreams and ambitions.

Joy

doing things half-harzardly, without the aim for excellence
. becomes a national culture. . 4

2. ]oylasts.HappinesSjusthaf)pens!‘It'istr‘ansitory. ‘

Holy Trinity
1. Theeternal trinity 0
to the world. Jesus Christ, t
has become the Good News
recorded in the Gospels. He is

113

he redeemer in his incarnation

the Best news the world has

h of Nigeria to the pljoblems :

1. Joy is killed when mediocrity becomes a way of life and

fohe God in creatfon brings life and joy

‘and the bearer of Joy as .
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T
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| esus Christ

i
1
'
¢
1

‘ Centr'al to the reco‘nciliat'ion betw
‘the pierced heart of the crucified Lord, from which blood

ever heard and will ever hear.

Unity is the first princi A .
Trinity, principle of the mystery of the Most Holy

God the Father, in his infinite goodness and never erlld.ing

, m " . [y . “Ye N
ercy, initiates the process of reconciliation in Jesus Christ

through the workings of the Holy Spirit,
Jesus Christ remains the compl] . ‘

. 1plet :
peoples mmd foraliamas nplete and true man for all

X\;frllzr‘:v thn]mgs seemed to fall apart with the gradual intrusion
values linked to nationalization, westernization and

- ‘modernization challenging traditional values and cultures

?;;S hm ;ome ways purifyir}g and complementing the natural
of our ancestors with a-new faith and lifestyle and

newness that could only be saj . ,
perfect human being, Y besaid to be complete in Christ, the

A(r)r:)ontghthe vast numbers of the elect are the infirm, the
poor, the enslavgd, widows, migrants and persons i ’ th

periphery of society. These are the very recipients flg d'e
preferential love, so much so that the Lord identifies(;lim(;el?

" with them.

een God and hurrianit}}'is

and water continued to flow, -

Unfortunately, not everyone 'a

. ’, - ccepts .

his peace..ln his battle with the dSrkr{::lsli? :,d the gifts of
the Lord himselfbecame asign of contrg dictionn\and death,

114"
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We exchange the Lord's peace during the Eucharistié_ -

~Liturgy, before proceeding to receive Holy Communion.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

‘ Suffering will take place as we go beyond the present selves-. -

that we are towards the selves that Jesus Christ would have
usbein him.

Our. suffering is not only experienced as part of our own-

growth but can be united to that of Jesus in order to become
redemptive suffering, S S

Itis only inand through Christ that we can know and follow
this redemptive plan. ' -

As sin has affected all the cfeatiqn, so the cdming of Christ .

hasrestoredall things.

" Christ's blood has been poured out as an act of a new’

covenant, Itis no longer the rainbow that s the sign of God's -~
fidelity and love, now, it i;_Christ himselfr

With Christ, we no longer look back to the Garden of Eden,
to some paradise lost, as it were. Rather, we turn to the. -
future, to the end time. He is our peace, one body called to

‘peace.

‘Whatever and whoever therefore promotes life, protects

life, enhances life and saves life acts in the spirit of

( Jesus, the
greatestsbcialtransformerofalltimes. o

In tfansformihg the world and its content, Jesus particularly
liberated human beings from sin, from wickedness, from:

‘aberrationand error.

It i$ this spirit of Jesus Christ working within and through
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of Christ, and our peace to the wider soc
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the Church that has contin
ued to transform entire societie
and re-evaluated history. S

Reconciliation
Reconciliation in God gives believers, access to the power of

the Holy Spiritso they can be reconciled to others.

‘The work of reconciliation goes beyond relations among

personsand peoples and extén_ds itselftoall creation.

Lf tthe Church is to fulfill well the ministry of reconciliation
ntrusted to her by the Lord Jesus, she herself must become
more and more a reconciled community, a place where

-reconciliation_is'proclaimed toall people of good will.

};3(1; rui) gznsxfd’ered as a people of faith however, a world for
¢ y o Y, Qll.nded on the principles of justice peace and
econciliation isnot only arealizable project, it is one that is
achievable within time, that is, here on e’arth with the
concept of the “adumbratio’; the “already, b ‘t t’
fulfilled understanding of the kingdom ofhezg’\'/enu o

The Church” works towards the total salvation: al\nd

‘liberation of mankind - body and soul and the

reconciliation of entire creation in Christwith God

| lellus'fproc.:ess of reconciliation can be achieved only by self-
purification, for one who desires to preach justice to others

must firstofall be seentobejust

Wh e ' . :
oneeannvc:,'fh}ér:l-V((,a fll‘St.rchncﬂed ourselves with God and with
» our ministry of forgiveness and reconciliation

effective. iety will be more

| 116
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10.

11.

12.

13.

* As agents of reconciliation, we cannot be tired of teaching

that every moral offence, be it wanton destruction of life.
and property or racism, is first and foremost a sin against

God.

An offender must be convinced of the need to seek

reconciliation with God witha contrite heart. ,

God's mercy and pardon-are attracted to offenders, who.
admit their guilt in humility and, where necessary, are truly
resolved to make amends in the form of restitution and

compensation.

‘Build bridges for reconciliation épd becomefree.

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela is Afrik:én's true son, a 'sigﬂ of_

‘reconciliation and symbol that the continent has still some -

glimmer ofhope.

Our submission is that Faith in the resurrected Lord, who died

. and suffered, liberates, and only in this liberation, that has truth

and charity as its ingredients would justice and peace be found.

“This is the foundation for a true reconciliation that is both

sustainableand Christocentric.

Resignation

1.

1.

2.

Worse is the inability to tfy at all. Worse is the defeat even
before the start. : o

Love

Loveandjusticeare linked. -

Love is the first and last principle of every sustainable -

philosophy.

‘You cannot quench love. But you can bend your position
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6.

- freedomisamirage.

Ideology told us that lying is the rule

; same time, That what you have is hi
in other words, having is more impo

because oflove.

tI;}i)Vf: is the c.lriving principles-and motivation for creation
eincarnation and salvation of mankind -

.-To promote justice therefore is to transform structures

which block love. This is the challet ;
bloci : challenge facing Nigeria and
?;manty in thg search for credible and‘adaptgblegmethods
r making sure that the goods of creation serve the

common good. : :

Thg highestvirFué isgroundedinlove of God and neighbour.

| ‘Ideol:o'gy
1

The belief in ideologies led. S
- gies led to th i
therefore of the truthamong hum;len]:;amShment of God and

By giving in to ideol |
! 0 .
orientation. gy, we lost the truth and our original

- False ideology bl; ' A
| fgrs%:i;?leﬁlogy bl}nds and becomes the atheist's substitute
| -Itwas these false ideology that misled humanity to

‘believe and think that dictatorship is expedient. That

I . ! . . ’ ‘
Tc}fac;:l%%zcxlr{lade .uls beheye that women are inferior fo men.
[t black people are inferior to the white race. That all

people may seemingl
thanothers. gy b? equal but some are more equal

Ideologies sang the
power is authority at the
gher than what you are,
rtantthan being.

song of might is right and that
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10

11

False ideologies gave us the idea.that money is a world

formula. That it is more important than human being who

produces it and that the. absolute in creation is money,

power and control.

Ideologies still persist today, that teach us that war is the -

route to peace, that peace is possible without justice, that

private property supersedes the common good and.

‘communal ownership in some form.

We' have been told by i'deoylo'gie,sy that color is more

important than the human being who wears it. Thatracism

‘is a new religion. That majority carries the vote and that -
minorities had no chance but to submit to the majority. .

Ideologies were falsified to say that tradition is absolute -

and therefore that castes and so called slaves have no

. equality with the free born, evenif God created all.

Ideology told us that people of other religiohs shall'go to’

hell because they ate not of our own denomination.
Ideologies told us that intelligence is a racial property and
therestdonotbelong. - ;

Ideology taught us the. class system. With these ‘id_éas,A
huinanity allowed the emergence of such characters like -

Stalin, Mussolini, Hitler, Franco, Idi Amin, Pinochet, Pop Pot,

Papa Doc, Vorster, lan Smith and the many other dictators
all of who “neither feared God nor respected man”. History -
‘today shows that their philosophical foundations were

faulty.

“There exists this grossly perv
development through a Euro-cen
ideology requires and demands Africa to evolve along the

same lines asthe west and accept the logic of market based
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12

13

economic thinking. The industrialized world is regarded as
the cen'ter of the world and the model to which developing
countries as marginal subordinate areas are adjoined.

It is a total brainwash scheme, accompanied by a show of
f:omradeship which is of course false, which changes the
1d<?ologies of an individual, deceives them into perceived
gains after becoming secret cult members.

We must maintain the primacy of man over things including
ideologies. ‘

Abortionand Life

1

Life
1

Society must therefore first of all respect and protect
human life itself - at all its stages from conception to its
natural end. This is the bedrock of our civilization, and it is
why abortion virtually on demand is one of the' greatest

scandals of ourtime.

To promote life ﬁurture life, serve li . .
: ’ ) ife and -
is good reason tobe called human, secure life - This

Life the creation and gift of God cannot be taken from

- Innocent persons by anyone. It is inviolable, and not subject

to the good of another,

What make life interestin -
S g and excitin
possibilities for growth and developmentg are the endless

Resignation and hopelessnesslead to futility, notlife

l?ro-jections about heaven and the othe
limitations of the present and the ye
Everyone maters.

r world expose the
arning for continuity.
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The Cross o

1. From antiquity, through the various philosophies émd
cultures, in biblical and historical times, up to
contemporary period, the cross posses' great challenges on
humanity. For some itis a tragedy, for others itis destiny.

2. Situations of war found as a human experience in all ages :
and times depict the cross as a bazaar, a shared pain that’
cannotbe escaped by any. ‘ :

3. Thedeath ofJesus Christ on the crossis the Christianaxiom . -
ofthe existence of the cross in the humandomain. S

4. = Africa is the cross and the cross has a home in Africa. BUT
and this is a big but, Africa stands on the shores of
redemption through the cross.

5. Todaymore than ever, Christis Africa's only hope.

Eucharist

1.  Through the grace of the Spirit, the Eucharist creates a new
brotherhood which overcomes languages, cultures,
ethnicities, divisions, tribalism, racism and ethnocentrism.

Sin |

1.  The totality of creation is good. The root cause of all our ’
problems characterized by strives; conflict, human misery
and depressionis sin. o Lo '

2. Sin is the distortion by free human person of God's good -
creation and the manipulation of orders for selfish reasons. -
[tis the first of disobedience to God's good creation.

3. Thehumanhearthasbeenwoundedbysin.
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4' To deny sinisto increase social discontent.

‘Creation

1. | Creationbelongs to God, all of it. Sécondly, creation isa w;)rk

-ofharmony and beauty that forms a whole in diversity.

N v2. . . a » ) - .a ' ‘ .
';‘hlere f1s, in fact, an existential bond among everything that
xists from th‘e very factofits having been created by God.

| g;lez tce!l;le'ature .stands out however: the human person.
in the image and likeness of the creator and utterly

dependent on hi .
: lm; th]S 3 . . .
relationship. person exists  essentially in

4, " The Huma o :
n Per i i ] Iy
. creation. SOI.l oeciples a distinctive place within

‘God'sLove
1. The i - : .
inlileerl;;isb()f those Wh_o suffer unveil to the world, the
reveal as wzﬁuty and dignity of the human person. They
o our huma ,tothe eyes of faith, a God who has responded
n suffering by plunging into its depts. with; a

God T
who now invites us to labour together for the healing of .

e world. They disclose to us a God whose love has robbed

even the most un ' o
us.. Spéakable tragedy of its power to destroy

Human Pain

~ 1. Our pain and ‘ ' ,
angst . |
human race seconfilar{alz'f3 principally ours and that of the
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-Belief R SRR o
1.  Belief is a fundamental form of behavior which refuses to -
‘accept that man's universe is coterminous with the visible, . -

but which regards the invisible (the Transcendent) as not
onlyreal butthetrue explanation of the_visible reality. L

Reality

1 The absolutely transparent and cohcrete unity of. reélity o

exists for man only as a metaphysical postulate “and
- eschatological hope,butnotasa disposable quantity.” -

Human Nature . -
1. One side of the human race is transgressive by nature:
biologically aggressive, emotionally violent and morally

~ immoral. It is also intellectually inquisitive. And yet the
same human nature contains the noblest gifts of creation.

2. Evén if he wanted to, it is impos'si.bl'e for the scientists to
offend God by the study of Nature. ‘ C '

3. Tastesaremanyand satisfying them knows no bounds. .

Omniscience and Omnipotence ofGod. *

1. If God should always utter and reveal his mysteries, by -
fman was made

ordinary course of art; he was no God, ori

acquainted with the secrets of his providence, by the gift of

Nature, they. might claim the chi_ef‘ prerogative @)f high :

divinity.

2. Man's first offence,
knowledge - divine rather than natural.

3. ~Tryashemay, he scien
the bounds set to him from the véry beginning.
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was the pursuit of the wrong kind of -

it is impossible for the scientist to txjanScend -
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4.

. master. .

When all availa R ’

pOWerleSsal‘)lzlfloarb to help 'h.ave been exhausted and we are

the moment we'e' a specific suffering, cross or pain, this is
confront a mystery which pushes us to the

very brink of the enti
tire m . :
here we scream God help.us,}ﬁt?ry of human existence. And

God himself ﬁjo_m'whom.all power stem

author ofgovernmentalauthority 's the ultimate

God, not man, is i |
n, 1s in charge. Man is a steward, God is the

: Flreation was not m‘eanin
inthemind ofthe creator. -

Thewo ' ; i
) rldand all that are in it existbecause God so'desired

The more i ‘ ‘
dedicated the scientist becomes to the

investigation of the ion.
. Creatio ,
likely to be from his Creator: " the farther removed he is

Curiosity

1.

. curiosi inte
uriosity seems only interested in the act of s

~ characteristic “instability”

One of the ' o
most prominent features of curiosity i
. : is its
nowhere ) . . (UnVerWeile 1,2
which Wasn:ts:' (Aufenthaltslosigkeit), as it n, a striking
thel ributed to the fact that curi were, a feature
elustofthe eyes. - L curlosity originates in

As a consequen i
; lence, curiosity is inca '
surface of things since it is‘habituaﬁ;ble of penetrating the

inmotion, evenrestless, unstable, per petually

Being at home ery o
everywhere and no '
where at th
€ same time

eeingitself,
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gless. The universe had a purpose
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| all, and may really be the beginning of the end.

' “universalisms” continues, leading to
" conflicts, often culminatingin wars. :

10.

‘Curiosity engineersa collision ofignorance and fear,

.secret of happiness is curiosity so much

Curiosity is not juét the dri

~ knowledge; we also restl

his idea that the
for granted that-.

many have found it difficult to envisage even a future state
withoutthe delights of discovery, of one sortoranother. '

Our modern society seems to hﬂa_"ve taken t

‘While curiosity is no doubt the beginning, itisa drug, after .

The search for balance between “particularisms" and
the mentioned

ving force behind all_s_cientific‘ |
rs; we not only naturally desire’ .

and scholarly endeavou
essly desire it, crave it, and yearn

forit.
ge, continues to desire it, .
ever more. The reason is,
know hardly anything. -

“The human race desires knowled
and s, in fact, doomed to desire for
perhaps, obvious: we know that’v've.

It has been said but we report: Only too often the lives of

od to be case histories of

daring, rebellious sinners appeare
recklessly inquisitive researchers: Icarus and Phaeton, who .

‘both flew too near the sun, Promotheus, the cunning TITAN

who knew too much for his own good. Ulysses, Dr. Faustus,

Frankenstein, and Dr. Jekyll, to whom no knowledge was"
Adam and Eve; theirlist

illicit, not to forget our first parents;
islongindeed.

Curiosity, in its signification - of the desire to know,
eagerness to learn, was not regarded as a virtue worth
cultivating and striving for until well into the second half of
the sixteenth century ' )

125 -

i
; . :
// il




OBIORA IKE IN HIS OWN WORDS

| . 11. The divine commandment implied that the Creator had
' ‘ decreed a sphere of the Creation for Himself, which was
- closed to man's questand which human inquisitiveness was
notallowed to invade.

nowledge |
. 1. Knowledge, then, does not increase human anxiety, rightly

| . understood and properly conducted, science is (conducive
B to) the therapy ofhuman disquietude. '

2. Modern fascination with discovery and invention
- notwithstanding, ever since Satan excited our first parents' _
minds “with more desire to know,” making them aspire to : : .
i - be“equal with gods”, the human race could, or perhaps even ‘ , : - CHAPTER FIVE

should, have been aware that trying to figure things out may wangamWx%;*:fMﬁ%mmféﬁ*ﬁ$mﬁm*¥%*%%ﬁmm
lead to blindness and that the desire to understand may u

result in destroying not 6n1y-what we seek to comprehend : ‘ AR C '
- bgtalso ourselves.. . - - , ,"

RGOS |
RS RS

Ko

il | o 126




1. Vision is the fruit of hard work
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Tasks of Man'
1.

g;};etigeat firimﬁnent tasks of mankind include the search
' I establishment of peace, justice and d

lis _ ) evel
- and the promotion and defence ofhuman dignity. Fopment

_ Our task and duty is to continue to create such milieu for

communal sharing of ideas and of life i ‘
_ . of life in our m '
tomake the world a better place. utugl desire

National Cake

1. PR I . -‘
‘ Z;:l}fetf;ztt}fl'at ;t 1fs au. gatlonal cake” is edious because the
irst of all be baked. So, who bak i
ak : . So, ed the ¢
| citizens do notpay their obligations to the State? et

Vision

1 is uit o , patience, prayer,
orgamzatlon,moblllzatlonandconscien'tiou'sness''p 7

Ideals

1. gro']:ct.ions about heaven and the other world expose the
mitations of_ the presentand the yearning for continuity.

2.‘ ;i;a};uman_ity continued to live outside of Gods laws and
sta utesf, if people continued to exclude some and allow
y a tew into the club of those who have means and

belong, problems would .
andaffecteverybods, not ?nly rema_m, butwould expand

Solidarity

1.  Withouta forum for collaboration, the sta

the losers on the run d ‘
solidariy ue to lack of

keholders méy be
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the principle of
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2. - Solidarity implies that the individuél exists in a community,
and being its member, is indissolubly linked to the destiny

of that community and society (public interest), thus’

matters notsolvable atthe individual level wouldbe carried

to this level.

Jekylland Hyde |

1. Often, we live quiet private lives that contradict what we
stand for in public life. There is a growing demand that
peoples private and public life and indeed beliefs are

congruous and identical.

Pluralism ;
1 We live in a totally -pluralistic atmosphere, a pluralism

.which applies both to religion and to culture itself. .
Pluralism means not only the de facto existence of other
cultures and other religions, butalso their right to existand
the fact that this right is based on human finitude itself.

Moments

1.  Looking at the past as the guarantor of the presenta
basis for the future provides strong argument and long
term foundation for a more grounded and rational basis
which seeks to promote a sustainable world for everybody.

Secularism

1 The poverty of secularism ist
malaise and profound pessimism
spite of the unprecedented material boom,
having achieved the highest technical progress ma

has ever known. : : :

he reason for the spiritual
felt today in the West in
in spite of their
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| Rights _' o SRR z
it 1. "Anyone who resists authorlty is rebellmg agamst God S : : :
| decision. ‘ : '




ﬁ;e ﬁmgﬁ Staté iiﬁi?é{%{‘y af S@:
e hﬁ&iﬁg? {ﬁSﬁT}

é pwpiﬁ &am all %ﬁiﬁ of life

I each both as a writer, a passionate

reader, a motivational speaker and an avié collector of great
quotes,

_ His %ﬁizggs and his é&ii? sharing of quotes with friends are
_ aimed at reawakening and optimising in them their hidden
potentials and in helping them live meaningful life.

This book is a collection of quotes by Msgr.
Prof, Obiora lke who is a Priest, a Papal
Chamberlain, a consummate Scholar, a
Philanthropist, an Entrepreneur, an
accomplished &émmigtram& an
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