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WIS WERTHHA

Neighbor and Other: A Critique of Ethical Violence

it
Ma Yuanlong

Abstract: People are accustomed to interpreting the Bible’s injunction
to “love your neighbor as yourself” from a humanistic point of view
because the neighbor or the other person is presumably a subject much
like ourselves. However, what gets lost in this formulation is precisely
the most precious and radical aspects of this commandment. Who is
the neighbor/other? What does love mean? Why must we love our
neighbor/the other? Slavoj Zizek debated these questions with Butler
and Levinas to explain the profound complexity of the “critique of
ethical violence”. Of course, what is called the “critique of ethical
violence” here is not some kind of ideological critique—i.e., not a
Foucaultian analysis of the relationship between power and
discourse—but a philosophical analysis. It attempts to point out that
any ethic with love at its center is neceSsarily grounded in violence.

Keywords: neighbor/Other, subject, ethics violence
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